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DEDICATION. 



TO THB 

» 

GOrEBNOBS AND COMPANY 

. OP THB 

MERCHANT MAIDEN HOSPITAU 



Gentxemxk, 

I feel the greatest pleasure in iedicatwg 
to you thefollowmg account of a place uhichhas been much 
indebted to your fostering care, and under wAose benign 
auspices it has attained to that respectable rank u^hich it 
now holds^ as a maritime port^ 

I have no hesitation in sayings that all the trouble 

and expence which you have bestowed on it will soon be 

-amply rewarded^ and your most sanguine expectations rea^ 

lizedy as Peterhead ndw bids fair to become one of the first 

ports in the North of Scotland. 

OHM this nu^ soon be the case^ is the earnest wish of^ 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient 

Humble servant^ 

JA'- ABBUTHNOT, Jt^i 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 



JIXLUU 



I WAS solicited, about eight or nine months ag<^ 
by a professional Gentleman of thia place^ to 
write, in conjunction with him, a History of 
F£T£RH£AD, with an account of the Baths and 
Mineral Wells, &c. It was accordingly cdm« 
menced, and we had written several pages con* 
* junctly, when he was obliged to abandon it, on 
account of accumulating business in the line of 
his profession. I was, however, fortunate enough 
to obtain the assistance of Mr. Wallace, Teacher 
of Mathematics and Navigation in this place, from 
whom I received the most material help in writ- 
ing the following History of Peterhead ; which, 
small as the . performance may appear, and, no 
doubt, very imperfect, has, however^ cost a great 
deal of labour and trouble, owing to the diffi' 



11, 

culty with which information could be obtained ; 
and to this circumstance must be attributed the 
imperfect m^ner ki which several of the subjects 
are handled^r A deal of useful information may 
be found in the Appendix, several of the papers 
sever having beea bef<Mre printed. 

JAs ARBUTHNOT, Jv^. 

Peterhead, October j 1815. 
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PETERHEAD. 



NAME. 

JL HERE are so many opinions with regard 
to the derivation of the name of Peterhead, 
that it would be difficult to deternfiine which 
of them is the most authentic. We shall 
here enumerate the different etymologies 
that have been given of it, that our readers 
- may judge for themselves as to the probabi- 
lity of one or other of them. 

In the first place, it is said to be derived 
from a promontory, upon which part of the 
town at present stands, which, it is sup- 
posed, had been dedicated to the Apostle 
Peter. Secondly the Greek word UsT^g, and 
the French word pierii^ each signifying a 
rock, and the town having that for its foun- 
dation, either of them may have given rise 
to the name. In the third place, it is sup- 
posed to be derived from a Highland Chiefs 

B 
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tain of the name of^eter, who lost his head 
in an attempt to rob and plunder the parish : 
to substantiate this'opinion, there is a faraa 
near Peterhead called AughtygalK which ia 
the Gaelic is said to signify the place where 
the Highlanders made a stand ; and Cairn* 
gall^ in Longside parish, is said in the same 
language to signify the place of an encamp- 
ment. It^was formerly called Keith-inch^ 
but that name is now given only to a sna^a^ll 
portion of the town, which was foroierly se- 
parated from the mainland, but connected 
with it since the formation of the South Har- 
bour. * In the year 1593 it obtained a char- 
ter as a Burgh of Barony, (see Appendix), 
by the name and title of Peterbe^, which 
name it has since retained. 



SITUATION, 

Peterhead is situated in latitude 57** 32' 
N. and longitude 1* 47' W. from Greenwich, 
on a point of land, which, projecting into 

^.'Hiis was effected about 80 years ago, by the inhabit«iitt^ 
under the direction of Dr. l^bom^ts Arboibnot. JVItboggh^tba 
mound is composed of several thoosand tojas of rough granite 
and rubbishy the whole expence was only £,5. There are 
now several buildiog yards erected upon it, besides a salt-work 
and flesb-ma[kel« : i 
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the G^maii ocean* for^ two excelkat bay^ 
calied the North and South Bay. It h in 
the County of Aberdeen, District of Biichani^ 
and Prest^ejry of Deer. 



ERECTION. 

The town of Peterhead was formed into a 
Burgh of Barony by George Keith, Earl 
Marischall, in 1593; it wa$ then called 
Keith-incfa« The penin&ula on which it 
is situated belonged an ginally to the Abbey 
of Deer. In 1560, Queen Mary appointed 
Robert Keith, son of Williacn, fourth Earl 
Marisehail, Commendator ofDeer ; in 1587, 
James VL created this Robert a Peer, by the 
title of Lord Altree, and converted the Ab- 
bey lands into a temporary Lordship, in his 
favour ; the Peerage becoming extinct^ the 
Abbey lands devolved to Earl MarischalL In 
the year 1637, Willians, sixth Earl Maris* 
^alU obtained a new charter from the 
Crown of the Abbey lands, besides the tithes^ 
great and small, of the pjarish of Pierhead/ 
the parsonage of the cfaunab, salmon iand 
white fiiliing. After the forfeiture of Earl 
MarischalUin 1715, the town, with t1^ landsr 
belonging to that family in the parish^ were 
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12 HISTORY OF PBTERin&A0. 

bought by a Fishing Company in England, 
which failing in* 1726, sold the town and 
these lands to the Governors of the Merchant 
Maiden Hospital, Edinburgh, for L.3,000 
sterling. The rental at that time amounted 
to 191 bolls of bear, 199 bdlls of meal, 2 
bolls of oats, and L,80 sterling of money, 
besides the feu duty for property in Peter- 
head. , The Governors let these lands for 
L.245 yearly, at which rent they continued 
for 64 years. About 40 years ago the Go*- 
vernors offered their property in this parish 
for sale, when it was purchased by the late 
Mr. Garden of Troup, M. P. for L. 10,000, 
who, thinking the price high, had some time 
to consider of it, with an option to relinquish 
the bargain if he thought proper* which he 
did at the end of the period, agreed on, to 
the great satisfection of one of the Gover- 
nors, who had never approved of the bar- 
gain, and who, on putting the resignation 
into the charter chest> marked on the back 
of it, a," miraculous escape \'' and so it turned 
out, for in 1775 the rent was raised to L,870, 
mj^iio LJ'040, and at present it is 
L.2()00, exclusive &f the money which tlie 
Governors' .apeoanmially receiving for the 
ground thaj: ^is- feu^5 jEbr building, which 
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amounts to a considerable suqa. The' num- 
ber of feilars to whom the^ original charter 
was granted was only 14, . the ground feued 
to them amounted to about 3 acres; the 
purchase naoney was 3000 mer^s, with L»7 
lis. Scotch, for mail, or feu duty. Thip 
original feus were laid off from Fish lape to- 
wards Brook lane; again fi;om Fish lane 
towards Port Hendry lane ; cmd from Port 
Hendry lane towards Crooked lane, and 
Park lane; from Park lane towards Flyin- 
gig's wynd, and from Flyingig's wynd to. 
wards Union street : the rest appear to have 
been on the Quinzie,* or Keith-inch. The 
earliest feus, after the original, were built ia 
1616, in the South side of the Broadgate^ 
For further particulars respecting the origi- 
nal feus, see the charter granted by the 
Earl Marischall, to the 6rst 14 feuars, and 
tlie contract between the Goi^ernors of the 
Merchant Maiden Hospital and the feuars^ 
in the Appendix. 



HARBOURS. 

There are two harbours, the North and 
South. The North harbour was formerly 

* The name Quinzie is deriTcd from the French vroricomj 
which t&ignifies a coftier. ^ 
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called Pert Hendry, and the South harbour 
the Sackit-hive. The basin of the North 
harbour contains about 3>4tb9 of an acre : it 
is defended on the North by a pier of large 
stones, and on the £. and S. E. by a mound 
and parapet lately formed with the rublMsh 
taken out of the South harbour. The North 
quay, akhough bailt of very rough material, 
and without any cement, has withstood the 
fory of the violent storais which aire <^en 
experienced upon this coasts for upwards of 
200 years, without having suffered the least 
damage : it will admit vessels ef 100 tons 
burthen, but is little frequented except by 
Ikbing boats; a few sloops of a small size 
occasionally winter in it. There i^ 11 feet 
water kthigh water, spring tides : the chan- 
nel is very narrow. The basin of the South 
harbour contains 5 acres, its depth is 14 feet, 
at high water, spring tides: the bottom is 
nearly level ; therebeingonly 3 feet difierence 
Jjetween the channel and the upper part of 
the harbour. The basin originally contained 
only half an acre ; it was secured by a small 
quay tQ the^Qth» and the vessels lay in a 
sandy bight und^r shelter of it. Abput 80 
years ago, during a violent gale, a herring 
buss that was then in the harbour having 
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broke loose from her iiKK>tiogs, was driven 
upon the rocks where the West quay is now 
ereeted^ and (|ucMri^jsid them up as she went 
akmg: thisfirat^igig^ rise to the idea of 
deepening the harbour, which was imme-^ 
diately commeAcedt and the. West pier soon 
after built : about this time the mound was 
raised^ which connects the Keith-inch with 
the town* The vessels increasing in siae and 
dumber^ it was found necessary to have 
somethings material done towards enlarging 
the harhour,; but as the town bad not funds 
of its own adequate to the undertaking, they 
made application to Government, and also 
to the Governors of the Merchant Maidea 
Hospital; they also received contributions^ 
from si^veral individuals, the whole amount- 
ing to L«4000. The foundation stone of the 
South pier was laid in July, 1774, by George, 
Earl of Errpl,^and was finished in 1781 ; the 
West pier was begun in 1782, and was not 
completely fmished till 1813. The harbour 
has been .much improved by the erection of 
these quays, especially the South one. The 
outside of the old South .quay, which wa§ 
opposed to the sea, was of a convex form, 
so that if vessels attempted to take the har* 
bour with aS.E. wind, they were generally^ 
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16 HtSTORY OF FfiTBBHEAD» 

thrown in at the back of the West pier, and 
wrecked. The form of the present South 
quay is the reverse of the old one, being 
convex towards the sea, which is undoubt* 
edly the. most proper plan, as there has nofc 
been an instance since it was built of a vessel 
being put past the mouth of the harbour, un- 
less she had been previously rendered ungo- 
vernable ; but on the contrary, we have often 
had the pleasure of seeing vessels make the 
harbour, when^ according to all probability, 
the thing was deemed next to impossible. 
The length of this quay is 480 feet,: greatest 
breadth 42 feet, height from the base to the 
top of the parapet 40 feet. The extreme length 
of the West quay is 653 feet, the length of 
the parapet 325 feet, the height from the 
base to the top of the parapet 26 feet, the 
breadth of the entrance between the piers is 
90 feet. The principal defect in the South 
quay is owing to its having been built of too 
small stones, and part of the West end of it 
not being founded upon the solid rock; the 
hearting or packing of it is also very indif- 
ferent. A jetty, or small quay, was erected 
nearly at right angles to it, which stood but 
a very short time, being all demolished in 
the course of one tide; and the whole of the 
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materials of which it was composed were 
thrown into the channel, which decreased 
its depth of water at least 6 feet : this hap- 
pened in 1783, and although there were a 
number of people employed every stream 
ebb, yet so slow was the progress, that in 
179^ there were not above 200 tons got up. 
X^ January, 1793, the South quay received 
orasiderable damage ; the tide being higher 
than usual, and the wind blowing in a direc- 
tion that threw the waves upon the centre 
of the quay, in one tide upwards of 300 tons 
of the pavement and cribs were thrown into 
the harbour; and as the breach was once 
made, the whole of the quay very nari*owly 
escaped being demolished. Upon this four 
Commissioners were appointed, with full 
powers to use their utmost exertions in order 
to get the back of the quay properly secured. 
This Committee appointed Mr. James Ar- 
buthnot, jun. to act as Engineer : Mr. 
Arbuthnot made a complete alteration in the 
machinery which was formerly used about 
the harbour, and also invented several ma- 
chines, which were found both useful and 
economical. We shall now endeavour to 
prove what has been before asserted, with 
regard to the quantity of stones taken out of 

c 
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tfa€ obanneU which in the course of 10 years, 
did not aknoutit to 200 tons> although tberfe 
were at times upwards of SO men employed. 
In 4he 6 following ye&r^ there were obly 8 
men employed, and often but 4 or ^^ and; 
the*foUowing is an account of the work d(Ht<;» 
by them :--^ 

if*. • *♦ tf» 

296 .pieces of Stane^ from 30 tons riownwardsi, 

at ls.6d. per ton. ..•»«• 112 10 O^ 

Stones taken out efthe ch^nnel^ 16(t0 tdns, at ^ 

hf.ed.perfon l^Q O 

Building a Ballast quay^ lOO /ed^ hmg^ iy . 

4Jd fee^hroai.. ...... ^.....^... ^«.. SO 

Digging ^000 tofif of rock from the harbinir^ 

SOOOi^dsy at Is. ^d^peryard^ 225 d 



■M 



£,^91 10 Q 
Mr. Arintthmtit received fnm the Treasurer 476 d 
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£•215 10 

The L,215 10s. was paid by stones which 
/were solid; the li^iter was also sold for L,75; 
so that by the above estimate it appears^ 
that the town sunk little more than L.400 
for 6 years; and if the other materials had 
beep properly valued, it would not Imve 
amounted to near that sum* 
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Ir^ 17dQ, Mr. ArbuthncA re&igned the msL^ 
nageinent. of the harbour, on account of a 
4iifierence of opinion betwixt bioi and part 
of the* Town Council. In consequence of 
this, Mr. John Rennie was^ requested to give 
a plan and estimate of the harbour upon a 
more extensive scale/ which was certainly 
the wisest plan they €ould have adopted : 
the expence of completing the whole, ac-> 
cording to Mr. Bonnie's plan,' was only 
f abo^t L.75»000, (see Appendix). Although 
> only a part of this plan ha^ been executed, 
the haHbour is so much enlarged, that it wiU 
contain double the number of vessels that it 
4id in. 1799: the expence of the improve^- 
inents did not m uch exceed L.^00. A large 
mound has beien forn^ed ^long the East side 
of t\\e North bay, with the rubbish taken 
out of the harbour, upon which several tinnh^ 
ber yards have been erected, wfatch are let 
by the town to individuals, and bring pretty 
tolerable rents : the mound has lately been 
fronted with stones ; the length of it is 500 
feet. > , 

The cut which is meani to open a com* 
munication between the North and South 
harbours is considerably advanced, and ii 
might be finished. in a very short fciiK^e, if 
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the price of ballast were to be raised to 2s. 
6d. per ton, and none allowed to be taken 
out of any other place about the town, until 
it were completely excavated : and as the 
Co&iinissioners have power to raise tbe shore- 
dues and rates of anchorage much higher 
than they are at present, such a measure, if 
adopted, might enable them to raise funds 
sufficient, in time, to make the harbour oF 
Peterhead one of the best ports on this coasts 
as it possesses local advantages superior to. 
any other : in the first place, the materials 
are at hand, and in the greatest plenty ; in 
the second place, instead of having, horses 
and rail- way-, the. stones can be raised and 
transported, by lighter to the places where 
they are wanted, of any size, from 5 tons to- 
200, at one-tenth of the price usually paid- 
for such an undertaking. 



BUILDINGS. 



A great increase oT buildings has taken 
place during the last 40 years. The houses 
are built of granite, which exhibits a most 
beautiful appearance when the sun shines in 
the front of them. The Peterhead granite 
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is composed of quartz, shorl, and feldtspar : 
the chrystais are large, and similar to the 
%yptian ; the feldtspar has a reflection si- 
milar to the diamond, which gives the gra- 
nite that brilliant appearance before-ipen- 
tioned. There are about 640 houses in the 
towro ; they have in general a neat appear^ 
ance;— those that have been built iately 
are generally of hewn granite, and. add 
much to the beauty of the place. Of the 
public buildings, the principal is the Town- 
house, which, together with its spire, is all 
of hewn granite : it was built from a plan of 
Mr. Baxter, architect ; it is a very elegant 
building, ajid a great ornament to the town ; 
the length of it is 60 feet, breadth 40— the 
height of the spire is 125 feet ; it contains a 
clock and bell, both of excellent quality and 
workmanship. The lower floor is occupied 
as a market-place—the second is dedicated 
to one of the most important purposes in so- 
ciety, the education of the rising generation, 
and affords two excell^t School-rooms—the 
third floor contains two elegant halls, and an 
anti-room, which are used on public occa- 
sions. The site of this building is on a con- 
siderable elevation, nearly in the centre of 
the town, and commands a fine prospect of 
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the German ocean^ and surrounding coun- 
try : the expence of building it was L.2000, 
but it could not be ere<;ted now for double 
that sum. The next public building which 
daims our attention is the Church, which is 
situated at the entrance of the town, (totp, 
the West, which is hence called the Kirk- 
town : it is a very substantial building, and 
huA an elegant spire 1 1 8 feet high ; besides 
the Session's rooni, and vestry, it will coa- 
tain about 2000 persons. The Episcopal 
Chanel is a very fine building, but, owing 
to its situation, it has very little appear- 
ance at a distance; the iront is in the 
Gothic style, and has a beautiful effect : 
this Chapel contains a very fine toned or- 
gan, and is elegantly fitted up inside, and, 
does great credit to th^ skill of the archi- 
tect*.*:about 800 persons may be accommo- 
dated in it. There are also two Seceder 
Meeting-houses, a Burgher and an Anti- 
burgher; they are both neat buildings, and 
Well adapted for the purposes to which they 
are dedicated. 

A great increase in the value of the 
ground feued for building has taken place 
since the original charter was granted in. 
1593 : , by it, we find ^hat the grouq^ 
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the&feued, sold at the rate of L.50 per acre; 
in 1766» it was raised to Li.128 ; and dbout 
iO years afterwards to L;240 ; and at pre- 
sent it is Lfc640 : and iq soiDe particular si* 
tyatioos, i^>wards of JL2000 per acre ha9 
been obtained. 



BAITBKIES. 

There are two Batteries here, one called 
the Meikle, and the other the Little Battery. 
The Meikle Battery is situated so that it 
comnaands the entrance to the South bavt 
and consequently the harbdur. It was 
erected about 1780 : it is in the form of a 
half moon, and mounts four 18-pounders, 
and four 12-pounders. Close by this Battery 
formerly stood a castle, once the property 
of Earl Marischall ; this was very properly 
pulled down a few years ago, being in a 
ruinous state. As this Battery did not com- 
mand the North bay, a small one, com* 
manding the entrance of it, was erected 
about 1784, to which guns are occasionally 
removed from the Meikle Battery. Soon 
after the erection of these Batteries, a cir- 
^^sj||istance occurred that enabled the inha« 
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bitaiits to appreciate their value : a noted 
privateer, commanded by one Daniel Fall, 
that bad infested the eoa$t for some time, 

« 

came into the South bay, in chase of several 
vessels; upon this the battery opened on 
him, when he was obliged to sheer off, after 
receiving considerable damage. Upon the 
site of the Meikle Battery formerly stood a 
small Fort, mounted with seven brass can- 
non, which were taken out of the St. Mi- 
chael, one of the Spanish Armada, which 
was wrecked upon this coast : some guns of 
a smaller size, which belonged to this vessel, 
were mounted upon the Tol booth- green in 
1715, for the defence of the interior of 
the town. They were afterwards removed 
to London, Government granting^ a receipt 
ibr the same, and in lieu of them sent the 
guns now in the Meikle Battery, with plenty 
of ammunition, and other necessary stores* 



WATER, 



There are no soft water springs in the 
town, which is a very great inconvenience, 
particularly for domestic purposes. For 
washing, the inhabitants are obliged either 
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to use the water which falls from the eaves 
of the houses^ or to go to a considerable dis- 
tance before they can procure it fit for that 
purpose : the water used for tea is brought 
from a well near the M ause, which is hence 
called the tea-well-^it contains sufjphate of 
lime. A green has lately been laid out near 
the towD, for the purposes of washing and 
bleaching* the water there being found very 
proper for that use- The whole of the 
springs in the town contain muriate of soda^ 
and a small quantity of iron. As the hard* 
ness of the water renders it unfit for wash-* 
ing, it is only used for baking and brewing. 
The beer brewed in Peterhead is of a supe- 
rior quality to what is found in most other 
places; considerable quantities were for- 
merly exported, and so great was the fame 
of it, that some of the taverns in Edinburgh 
exhibited on their signs *' Peterhead Beer and 
Ale sold hereX' very few of the inhabitants 
brew their own beer, being supplied from 
the Breweries, of which there are two in the 
town, and one at Inverugie, about 3 miles 
distant. Whether it is owing to the quality 
of the water, or to what other cause it is to 
be attributed we cannot determine, but the 
Peterhead breads as well as the beer, have 



long h^ti reckoned of a superidr quality^ by 
jMtMfis who were coifipetent to judges 
Sirftt)g€ri in geneml^ who visit thi« piaoe^ 
take dotiee of it^ and some have be^n known 
to feeiid for it from a diitatiee of 30 itiites t 
jierhapn the reason is, that the yeart is oot 
no bitter as that proiiured from Porter Brew*- 
orites \ good flouf^ and a particular atteotioA 
to d^anliness^ are oadoubiedly very requU 
Bite ingredients^ atid which, we believe, are 
fiaiticolarly attended to by the bakers c€ 
Peterheid« 



MARKfitS, 

There is a weekly market biere on Friday^ 
which i8 well syppUed with most kinds of 
provisiom^ iirom a plentiliil conatryj and a 
sea, wdi stocked with eKcellent iish* ^ound 
it. Beef) nuitton^ lamb, veal, pork, poultry, 
buttei^, cheese, a»d e^^; l^ddock, cod, 
whiting, salmoiH turbot, holibtit^ flottnder, 
skate, mfackerel> crab, lob«^er, &6. are to be 
had in the greatest abiindaiftoe, und of tbe 
best quality. Aitboiigh the priees of these 
articka are ^Batiefa higb^ dmn (idriioeHy> y^t 
tfa^ are bs teawnafaie as in md^ towos iki 
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Scofclatid, and in the article of 6$h they are 
lower. Most artieles of iregetabb foad» whe- 
ther the produce of the field or the garden» 
are to be had ; and it i& to be hoped that 
Peterhead will socm be able to vie with mofit 
places in regard to this particular, as. there 
dre now several gardens in the neighbour-^ 
hood devoted to that pur pese* The butcher 
market is in general well supplied with meat 
of the very best quality : the mutton aiiid 
¥eal i9 not excelled by that of any other 
place whatever. The precise qsiantity of 
batcher meat comumed here cannot be as^ 
eert^ained, but it n presumed that the fol- 
lowing is a tolerably fair average for oiie 
year:^ii* 

Oxen and Cows ••• •••#•••••• 520 

Sheep and Loanhs** •*•••«• 1248 



T¥taikiafidinth9t9m>»*.**' 1929 



TRADE AND SHIPPJNG, 

The trade and shippiiig of Pateriiead have 
made moit am«Eingly rapid adyaaoes irithia 
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these few years past ; and as they have been 
the means of bringing it to the flourishing, 
state in which it is at present, they deserve 
particular attention. About the year 1650 
there was only one vessel, of 20 tons, belongf- 
ing to this port ; in 1720 there were only 
three small vessels; but in. 1793, there were 
26, from 40 to 200 tons burden : and at pre- 
sent there are 80, from 40 to upwards of 
400 tons. They have been much improved 
of late, both as to the mould and strength of 
them : there are not finer built vessels in 
Britain than those of Peterhead ; in conse- 
quence of which they get freights in pre- 
ference, to others; and it is in a great niea- 
sure owing to this, that they have been so 

• 

successful at the Greenland Whale Fisher}^ 
as they can venture among the ice, and 
make their fishing good, when other vessels 
of a inore slender build are obliged to keep 
aloof. There are at present no less than 
nine vessels on the slips, a number, we be- 
lieve, unprecedented, if the population^of the 
place be considered. Formerly there was a 
' considerable trade with America ; of late it 
has been chiefly confined to the Baltic and 
the Mediterranean ; there is one vessel which 
is intended /or the West India trade ; she 
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is copper fastened^ and measures 404 tons, 
but will carry upwards of 600. A consi- 
derable number of vessels are employed in 
the Baltic f rade : the Greenland ships have 
gone out to the Baltic for several years— they 
sail about the latter end of August: they 
are generally freighted for London, or some 
of the King's dock-yards. The vessels in the 
Mediterranean trade, like those trading to 
the Baltic, are freighted to other places ; 
none of them bring their cargoes to Peter- 
bead. The London trade is mostly carried 
on by Banff vessels, which take in goods and 
passengers for Peterhead, Fraserburgh, and 
Banff; there is generally a vessel here for 
Loadon every two or three weeks. Peter- 
hfead vessels occasionally trade to London, 
but not regularly, neither are any of them 
fitted up for passengers. The exports to 
London are chiefly whale oil, grain, butter, 
cheese, eggs, and pork; the imports are gro- 
cery gopds, staves, and hoops, porter, &c* 
A considerable proportion of the whale oil is 
exported to Glasgow. Great quaojities of 
grain are annually exported to various parts 
.of Scotland and England. Cast metal is 
imported from Carron and Aberdeen ; the 
<juantity is pretty considerable.. , From Bir- 
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minghatn and Shefiield great quantities Cff 
hardware is annually imported: these are 
generally shipped at Hull, as are also the 
goods from Manchester. Iron was formerly 
imported from Sweden — now it is generally 
imported from Leith or Hull ; the quantity 
Ihay be about 120 tons per annum, of which 
th^ greater part is used in ship-building* 
Lime is imported from Sunderland in con- 
siderable quantities, chiefly for tbfe purposed 
of manure. Coals are also imported front 
this place, and likewise from Newcastle* 
The quantity of wood imported frooi the 
East country, from England, and from thd 
Spey, is very considerable. 

The arrivals and departures of ▼essek, 
with cargoes, for the year 1814, are a«ft 
tinder : — 

Coasfing vcsseU^ inwards • S28 

jyo^ 4o. €uitDards.m:m 14^ 

Vessels for foreign parts •.•»m», 7 
Vessekfor Greenland Tishery 7 
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3St^ nvmhr. ofvess^k in hallmeifre^ 
qaenUng the harbour of Peter^ 
head di0^ng the same^ar mat/ he 
esHmaUd a$.....n...B **.r. 309 

Total vessels frequenting the har^ *) ^^^ 
hour qfP^rbead, •-••*»•«••.••• j ^ 
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The vast importance <rf Peterhead, in a 
maritime point of view, must be evident to 
any pefsoo acquainted with the situation of 
it^ HidepeBdent of the local advantages which 
it posae^sefi : b€ir>g the most easterly point 
of land in Scotland, it is on that «€couDt 
excellently adapted as a place of rendcisvows 
for vessels trading in the North sea, which 
they may run for on the appearance of dan- 
ger, and wh^re they may find gibelter in 
either <rf its capacious bays, and safety under 
the protection of its batteries : and if the 
iatended improvements were completed, 
Peterhead will possess advantages superior, 
perhaps, to any port in Britain. 

The following is a list of the vessels belong- 
ing to Peterhead, together with the names of 
the masters, and also of the. owners, or m^r 
nagers, ^nrrected up to the beginning of 

September, 1815: — 

■« 

PETERHEAD SHIPPING LIST.' 
Septemker, I $15. 

Masters* 
J^o, Vessel JSfameSp Names, Owners^ Tons.. 

1 *Active Gray John Hutchison 308 

2 Alexaoder JiUnnan William Stives 242 

3 Amphitrite Murdoch James Hutotisen 150 



^ ttSTORT OF FETEBHEAD. 



4Aid 




John Hutchison 


78 


5 Active 




Gilbert Nicol 


64 


6 Britani 




James Skelton 


103 


7 B«e 




George Arbntbno 


55 


8 Betsey 


Morrison 


Geot^ Gordon 


SI 


9 Barbua&Mar. 


Watt 


John Gray 


40 


10 Caledoniii 


Thom 


James Hutchison 


158 


II Cogcenl 


Anderson 


William Shives 


ISO 


12 Concord 


Taylor 


Do. 


52 


13 Christian 


Turner 


J. Tomer 


34 


14 •DeWerity 


Sangster 


John Hntchisoa 


321 


15 D.ofWellingtOE 


Jaftay 


George Skelton 


137 


16 Dwina 


Gray 


WiUiam Volum 


143 


\7 Diamond 


Dare 


Thomas Darg 


75 


18 Diligence 


Arthur 


James Hutchison 


67 


19 Diana 


Davidson 


Thomas Dai^ 


55 


20 •Enterprise 


Geary 


John Hutcbiaon 


290 


«1 Eliza 


Innes 


Do. 


182 


23 Esperiment 


I,eask 


Do. 


70 


23 Endeavour 


Gray 


Thomas Gray 


65 


24 Favourite 


Seller 


George Skelton 


202 


85 Friends 


Soutter 


James Hutchison 


183 


26 Fortitude 


Thomson 


James Argo 


144 


27 Fly 


Thom 


John Hutchison 


120 


28. Garland 


Biotvn 


James Bruce 


181 


29 George -''^ 


Hutchison 


Alex. Taylor 


163 


30 Gar«j»«f 

31 •Ho?e 


Phillips 


William Forbes 


45 


Phillips 


John Hutchison 


240 


32 Hope 


Davidson 


Joseph Brodie 


7i 


33 Hope 


Dunn 


Gilbert Alamdir 


7\ 


31 Hamilton 


Boss 


George Axbiithiiot 


68 


S5 Invincible 


Horrie 


James Skelton 


300 
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96 Indwatxy 
37 IsabeUk 
3S Isabella 
3S JeaA 

40 Jean 

41 Jef* 
4» JUaviiitfi 
4S^ liark 
4ila|ftt^ 
46^ lively 

46 Margaret 

47 Maiyunk 
4^ Mary 

49 Minerva 

50 Mariner 

51 Mary 

52 Martia 

53 Mason 

54 Nestor 

55 Naiad 

&e Nutii^tOt 

58Qce»a 

59 ^Peraeveraacci 

60 Parragon 

61 ^Rtsolutioiii 

62 Ringdove 

63 Rose 

64 *Superio]^ 

65 SybeUa 

66 Saflf 
67Sophis 



NantttU 

Soutter 

Simpson 

ArgQ 

Brace 

Sangittt' 

JBriicfr 



WiU 
Ross 

Taylor 
Shand 



Home 
, Duncan 
Ingram 
Taylor 
Martia 
Stephen 
Smith 
J9[9tchis6n 
liunon 
Beid 
Christie 
Benny 
Garden 
Sootter 
Sangster 
RobertsoBt 
Hutchison 
Shnch 
Biimett 



2Uuk 

John Souttfir 76 

Gilbert Nicol 70 

James Aijp ' fi4 

Ceorge Skeltan 235 
John Hiitchifloii 120 
•- ■ i Bruce . ■ ' ST 
James Bruce 24ft 

jBeorge Skdtw ISflt 
James Skeltan 7S 

James Skeltoii 64 

George Skeltoii 200 
Gear(8 ArfanthiMt 103 
Doi 144 

l>o. 174 

George Skelton 69 
Geterge Arbuthntt 55 
Alex. Taylor 6S 

John Stephen S2^ 

Jam^ Hutchisoii 120 
Do^ 88 

Gilbert Alexander 78 
Charles Stewart 57 
Gitoi^Skdtoa 12S 
John Hotchisoni 240 
WiUiam Shives .157 
John Hutchison 40U 
WilibttB SiKDgst^ S9 
George Arbuthnot 61 
James Hntchisoh 306 
William Forbes l06 
John Burnett 50 

Joseph BxOdiie 45 ' 



« 
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Mi . TeueiC Names* 


.^IIMfc 


OmMTt* 


SVm. 


68 Traveller 


Duthie 


John Hutchiflon 


404 


69 Tibbie 


Shaw 


Dimcan Jack 


46 


70 Two Sistem 


Cormack 


John Hogg 


41 


71 ♦Unicm 


Manson 


James Hutchison 


225 


72 Ugie 


Anderson 


James Skelt(m 


168 


73 Yeniis 


Mon*ison 


D<Niald M^I^toA 


64 


74 Vine 


Davidsoia 


• 

George Skelton 


188 


75 Young John 


Stephen 


James Stephen 


48 


76 Zephyr 


Scotr 


James Hutchison 


104. 
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The tonnage of the vessels at present on 
the slips will amount to about 1400 tons, 
which makes the whole tonnage of the port 
of Peterhead upwards of 11,000 tpns. 



IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 

The precise amount of the Imports and 
Exports cannot be ascertained: some idea 
may be formed from the population of the 
place, and the extent of the commercial in- 
terest. The following is a list of the prin- 
cipal articles :-— 

IMPORTS. 



Foreign and Spey Wood 

Tar 

tlemp 

JHox 



Lime 

Slates 

Seeda^ Tumijp^ Chver^ S;c. 

Iron 
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Grocery Goods 
Tore^ Spinas 
BriH^h SfiriU 



Wines 

Coals 

Fhur 



EXPORTS. 



Grmn 

Kelp 

Oa, and Whale Bone 

Herring 

Cod^ Dried and Wet 

SiUmon 

Cheese 



Butter 

Eggs 

Pork ^ 

Beefy Bread, and Beerj 

for Shying 
WooUen and Cotton 

Cloth 



FISHERIES. 



Greenland Whale Fishery. 

For several years there was only one small 
vessel belonging to this port that went to 
Greenland, which was very unsuocessfal for 
some time, owing, as is supposed, to the 
manner in which the fishing was conducted. 
The master belonged to England, as did also 
a great part of the crew ; the rest belonged 
to this place : but it appears that they did 
not act with that energy which was requisite 
in such an undertaking. Owing to the ill 
success which they had hitherto experienced. 



f 

most of the partners were for abaodcnii^ 
the Ibusiness ^Itogetheri wbei) Mr. J4i|)9« 
Arbuthnot »nd Mr. John Hutchison, two 
spirited individuals in the coqcern, (and who 
have beeij the a}e9.ns of establishing the 
shipping interest of Peterhead upon s^ vwte 
respectable footif)g' than it was formerly )^ 
suggested tbe propriety of nolmAiiog' the vju^ 
sel wHh seannen and fishermen belongmg to 
the place, which was done, and the com-f 
mand given to Mr. Geary, a native of Peter* 
head : the result of the experiment justified 
the expectations which they had formed; 
every succeeding year proved more success-^ 
ful than the former, and the number of ves». 
sels rapidly increased* At present there are 
eight vessels employed iii this trade, and 
they have hitiierto proved the niosft success- 
ft! of any th^ have vfsrtted that country. 
Tfeis shews m a very strong light wh^t may 
be eifeoted by perseverance^ especially wi(A^ 

regard to fisheries. 

*.....■ . « - 

■As it maybe interesting to soqie of our. 
:|rea<Jer^ we have anbejf^d a scheme, exbi* 
tgt^ng the progress of the whale fishing of 

peterhe^cj, froia its cpipineDqein^lit to tfee 
pf^sent tiiJie, 
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Progress qf the Peterhead WhaU Fishery* 
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47 


47 


169 
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1 


19 


19 


169 
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99 


I 


49 


49 


169 




^ 


1 


H 


91 


169 




95 


1 


67* 


57i 


169 




96 




37 


37 


169 




97 




m 


m 


169 




. 98 


* r 


71 


71 


169 




99 




96| 


96i 


169 




1800 




77| 


771 


169 




01 




47J 


47f 


169 




03 


♦' 


117 


117 


242 




03 


' 


m 


84 


242 




Oi 


36 


288 


114 


532 


a 


05 


37 


272 


136 


532 


2 


m 


720 6f 


104 


52 


532 


2 


07 


43 


318 


159 


532 


2 


08 


57 


299 


150 


532 


2 


m 


47 


316 


156 


532 


2 


10 


^ 


479 


160 


840 


3 


11 


109 


753 


188 


1080 


4 


12 


81 


715 


179 


1080' 


' ^4 


13 


50 


724 


121 


1724 


6 


1* 


164 


1390 


198| 


1949 


7 


15 


es 


8fia 


1061 


225S 


9 



Fi:oin 1788'to 1901 the qdIv Greeolancl 
vessel belonging to Peterhead was the Ro,-9 
bert, of 169 tons. A Mr. Harrison had the 
command: of her for 2 years, '^nd Mr, Pea- 
cock .for 8 y.^ars;. after that, the* command, 
was givdn to Mr. Geary, as mentioned be* 
fdre. * In the Peterhead Shipping List, given 
at! page 31, the Greibniand s^i^lrae marked 
with a * to distinguish |hem. Of the 
164 whales brought ttome iri 1814, one Ves- 
sd, the Resolution, had 44. 

Fishing upon the const. * 

.The fish on this cpftst are mostly caught 
in open boats, with long-lines and hand-lines. 
The lon^-lines are from two to three miles 
V in length, and contain from 500 to 2000 
hooks .each, according to the thickness of 
the line, Bnd size of the hooks.: they are di- 
vided into three different sizes, viz. Great- 

lines. Summer small-Hnes, and Winter small- 

* . ■ » . 

lines. . . 

The Gr^fl/-/me7?^Am^.begins about the first 
of April, and continues till about the latter 
end of June : they are fetid afc a considerable 
djgtanqe from.tlie sHorie, generally from 12 
to 35, miles; upon these lipes are caught 
CQd, ling,, hqlibut, tutbot, iand skate. If 
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decked vessels were employed i» this fishing, 
instead of open boats, it might be begun much 
earlier, and continue much later, than it is 
at pretent ; they would also- catch a much 
greater quantity than they now do: they 
could likewise jfisli with hand-lines during 
the time that the great-lines remain in the 
water, wlf(Pnis generally 24 hours ; and 
when the herrings are upon the coast, they 
might be employed during the night in 
catching them. The great lines are about 
half an inch in diameter, the length is 2160 
fathoms, or about 2' miles; each line con- 
tains 36 strings of 60 fathoms each, and 
every string contains 12 hooks. The fish 
caught upon these lines are all split, salted, 
and dried upon the rocks, and^ are mostly 
sold in the South of Scotland. 

The Summer small-lijies are employed dur-* 
ing the Summer inonths, in catching small 

r 

cod, haddocks, flounders, and whitings. 
These are mostly split and dried, some upon 
the rocks, and some upon kifes, and find a 
ready market in the South of Scotland. 
The length 6f these lines are the same as the 
great lines ; they are also divided into the 
same number of strings, but each string con- 
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tains 80 books,, making !2880 hooka to ont 
line. 

The Winter smetWUwt are of the saim 
length, and divided in the same man^nen 20k 
the former, but each string contains 40 hooksb 
which makes the number < of , hooks to a line 
1440. The fishing begins about the first of 
October, and continues till ^^ niiddle of 
February : the fish caught are large and 
small cod» large haddocks^ and skate. The 
largest of the cod are salted up in harreis» 
and exported to London,^ where they meek 
with a ready sale; the quantity exported 
annually may averas;e about 400 barrelsi of 
52 gallons each* The haddocks and. s^malL 
cod are eitheir sold in their fresh state irn the 
town and neighbourhood, or splits soioked* 
and -salted, in whi<!;h state they generallj 
meet with a very ready sale : the method of 
curing thea:i is as follows :.-^Tbey allow %t 
the rate of 1 lb. of salt to 20 lb. of fish in the 
gut ; when they are splits and washed in saiC 
wat3er, they are allowed ta drain for a few^ 
n^inutes, and then strewed with'small salt; 
in this state tfc^y remain for 2 hours^ when 
they are again washed with salt %t^atef, an4 . 
allowed to drain fo? 10 minutes ; they aFe 
then fastened together in pairs^ and hung 
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over the fifc in a wide chijnney, to smoke* 
The fuel used for this purpose in the town is 
oak^ chips, and in the country peat turf; the 
time they remaiti in the smoke is from 24 
to 48 hours. At Fitidon, a small fishing 
town near Aberdeen, which has iofig been 
fiimotis for smoked haddocks, we are in* 
ftyrmed, they use, rn addition to the peats^ 
some dried sea- ware ; the smoking is not 
oobtinued so long as with us, and the heat 
employed is so great, that they are in a man- 
ner half broiled ; this renders them very 
tender and palatable for present use, but 
tbey will not keep good so long as ours, on 
accbnnt of their being less impregnated with 
tlie smoke. There is a considerable quan- 
. tity of what is called red cod, or ware ccdj^ 
caught v?tth hair hand-lines, chiefly upon 
tfee Rattray and Scotstown heads : these are 
more delicate than the cod caught at a dis- 
tance from the shore ; they afford a striking 
instance bow much b<?lb the taste and colour 
of fishes are influenced by the nature of the 
grouild which they frequent, and the quality 
of their food. Their red colour is occa- 
sioned by the fucii,, or ware, amongst which 
Ihey reside, and is not permanent. They 
are whiter and firmer in the flesh, and more 

F 
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plump and round, than those caught far out 
at sea ; the taste resembles cod, mixed with 
lobster ; they are either sold here in their 
fresh state» or salted, and dried upon the 
rocks. The other (ishes caught upon the 
hand-lines, are the saithe and dog fish : the 
former are caught about the edges of the 
rocks, and the latter several miles from the 
shore, in 40 fathoms water. The hand-lines 
used for catching them are made of hemp,; 
about twice the size of the Winter small-, 
lines; the proper time for catching them is 
in August and September ; they are chiefly 
caught on account of the oil which their 
livers yield : they are generally sold to the 
farmers for dung, at the rate of 5d. per score. 
Formerly several vessels were sent fronii 
this place to the Barra-head and Iceland 
fisheries, but they have both been given up 
some time ago, neither of them having" 
proved profitable concerns. 

Herring Fishing. 

9 

Sev'eral vessels were formerly sent to the 
Herring fishing in the West highlands, but 
it has been abandpned for some tiqie past. 
Very few have been caught upon this coast, 
although large shoals have regularly fre- 
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quented it for several years past, generally 
at a considerable distance from the shore ; 
but in 1812 they came close in shore, and 
remained so for sevei'al days ; ^numbers of 
them were caught in baskets by persons 
upon the rocks — the quantity caught in the 
nets was comparatively small, not being pre- 
pared for such visitors ; the number of nets 
employed were not equal to the complement 
of one boat : about 2000 barrels were cured* 
The local advantages which Peterhead pos- 
sesses render it a most eligible situation for a 
fishing station ; and were active hands en* 
gaged, with a proper supply of boats and 
nets, immense quantities might be caught, 
as the boats may fish in safety here, when 
they cannot venture out upon the coast of 
Caithness, by reason that there are so many 
safe harbours upon this coast, which they 
could run for on the appearance of danger. 



MANUFACTURES^ 

\ 

There are various branches of manufac- 
ture carried on here ; of these we shall enu«^ 
merate some of the principal one^ ; the rest; 
being such as are common to most other 
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towns of Scotland, need not be particularly 
specified. 

Woollen Alanufacture. 

The WooUeti iiiEinafbcture of Afbuthnot, 
ScJott, & C6. situated in tHe Kirktoiro, ietiT- 
j)16ys 50 hands, kiid iitiishes kbddt'SJO pieces 
of cloth atihually, the value 6f "Which 'may 
b« from L.lo;dd6 to L.li()0(); the thk- 
Cihln6i*y is iall wbfked by if6km, except tbe 
'W'eavitig part: the 'business is litldeV "thfe 
itianag^iii^lit of Mr. Scott, Who "Wais teitt- 
larly bred to this bmtich in Engliind. The 
textui-e of the superfine clbth rs 6qual to that 
of ihe best West of EtiglWnd : thcy receiifed 
the tWo first preniiuttis in'iheyear iS14frorti 
the Socif ty for tbe'elicburagemMt Of nia- 
rtutettdries ra^cotldhti. The Wobllen H»a- 
ndfactufe- of Messrs. Kilgotir &' Co. thoiigh 
not ih Peterhead, being About ;4 mil6s idls- 
tant, nevertheless deserves to be mentioned 
in this place, by reason of its vicinity, and 
the connection that exists between them, a 
great proportion of the manufacture being 
likemse co«. 'uWife'd Kere. Th^y * m^uufac- 
fire abbtit dOufele thiequaoiity of Arbiithnot, 
Scott, & Co. bat the vahie Will hot be in. 
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propoption, as the quality in geoeral is fiot 
so fin^. 

JJnan Manufatittre. 

4 

The manufacture of flax, as conductecl at 
Peterhead, tnay be^aivKlediiito^hree distinct 
branches, viz : the making of yarn» of thready 
smd of cloth. 

The manufacture of Linen. yarn was for« 
tnerly carried on to a considerable extent ia 
Teterhead, and employed a great number of 
hands ; but it is now much fallen 66* hefe, 
as well as in other places. 

The manufacture of threads was likewise 
considerable here at a former period. About 
20 years ago, • there were 6 manufactories, 
which employed 52 twist mills, 344 hands, 
and manufactured 104,000 spindles. This 
fnanufacture was begun here in 1764, by 
two young ladies of the name of Park, who 
commenced the manufacture of white threads 
on a small scale : tliey soon gained credit for 
the superior quality of their threads, and the 
trade of course rapidly increased, and contir 
oued to do so for several years, but has now 

. • , • • • 

Jt)een upon the decline for some time, being 
nearly superseded by the almost universal 
lise of patent Cotton sewing threads^ 
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Formerly considerable quantities of Linen 
cloth were manufactured at Peterhead ; now 
there is very little made, except by a few fa- 
milies, for their own use* 

CottM Manufacture. 

In the manufacture of Cotton there are 
from 80 to 90 weavers employed ; of these 
from 20 to SO are* employed by companies 
in Peterhead ; 52 are employed by Gordon, 
Barron, & Co. and 8 by Leys, Masson, & 
Co. Aberdeen. There is no Cotton yam 
manufactured here. 

A very great improvement has taken place 
in the manufacture of this article : the qua- 
lity is much improved^ and the quantity 
considerably increased. Formerly it did not 
average above 40 tons annually, and that of 
a very indifferent quality. The ware was 
spread in thin strata, where it was exposed 
for several days, and the greater part of the 
alkali either dissipated by the heat of the 
sun, or washed off by the rain ; it was then 
burned in small round holes dug in the 
ground, and lined with sea sand, whicih being 
dissipat64 m^ vitrified by the alkali^ hurt its 
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qaality very much^ especially for soap-boil- 
ing. It is now burned in long narrow kilns^ 
lined with stones, and not sunk under the 
ground, as formerly. When manufactured, 
it is mostly exported to Leith or Newcastle. 
Kelp was first burned here in the year 1710, 
by Baillie Thomas Arbuthnot ; previous to 
that period, we believe, there was none 
burned on the £a$t coast of Scotland. 

Brici and Tile Manufacture. 

The manufacture of Bricks and Tiles i& 
carried on to a considerable extent, in the 
vicinity of Peterhead, b)r Messrs. Forbes & 
Co. ; the quantity manufactured annually is 
about 250,000. Several very ingenious im- 
provements in the manner of Conducting this 
manufacture have been made by Mr. For- 
bes. The pantiles manufactured here are 
equal, if not superior, to those of the Dutch. 
Water pipes, similar to those used by the 
Romans in their Thermos, or Baths, are like- 
wise made here, of a very excellent quality. 
The pipes which convey the water to the 
town of Fraserburgh were made at this ma- 
nufactory. 
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Candle Manufacture. 

There are twp Cfinclle mfinv»factpries m 

Peterhead ; the value of tt>e C^ndlps Haanu- 

. . ... , , __ • . . 

factuxed is about X4.|300» 
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Therii are aevewl pretty exte»*irQ C^opcrr 
ages, besides those of the Greenland Com- 
panies : in all, there may be about 50 to 60 
coopers in Peterhead. 



SHIP BUILDING. 

Thi$ biisine.ss is carried ^n hpre to ;a con« 
• slderabl<^ extent Vessejs calculated for the 
West isdia, Atnerjcap^ Baltic, ^nd M.edi- 
tecrean trade, 90d 9lso for the transjpoi* ser- 
vice, l»ve b^en built at Peterhead. There 
are upwards of 60 carpenters employed i^^ 
this trade, and ijn repairiug ships, and re- 
pairing and building bog,ts. When the in- 
tended iip^rovemeuts of the hgj-bours ar^e 
complete^, the business of.ship buildicig mil 
no doubt be greatly extended, as vessels of 
larger dinaensions will be admitted, and the 
trade, of course, increased. 
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Therfe are two Rope-works herei which 
employ from 12 to 18 hands. 

There was formerly a Sail Cloth maniii 
factory in Peterhead^ but it hsis been given 
up several years ago. 



tRADESMEN, 

Peterhead is well supplied with excell^ni 
tradesmeh of every description, which, ni 
they are cbmnaon to most othfer places, dd 
not require to be particularly efiurherated ; 
but as Sonie of them haVe arrived at a de* 
gree of perfection in their different depart- 
ments which is not often to be met with^ 
'We shall enumerate a few of the most par- 
ticular branches^ 

Organ huitdin^i 

There have been no less than 15 organs 
built in Peterhead by different artists, all of 
which are well finished, and particularly 
noted for the fine tone which they possess. , 

Carving and Gilding. 

. There is no regular carver here, but seve- 
ral articles in that line done by a cabinet- 
maker, particularly the head and stern of a 

G 
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sblp, thB«Tf iivcUfer, dts^Ve to b6 mefttrWied, 
as being equal M d«sigA &tid \fn(nrkm^ti^it> 
16 that dtotofe fey the best SiVrists. Evfery arti- 
fc!* in the giMihg littfe is petifbi*med by excel- 
lent workmen. 

Tufwing. 

There is a turftW here who has long been 
famed for the ingenuity and excelleRt work* 
icnansbi|> of the different articles which he 
manufactures, both in ivory and wood. They 
meet with a very ready demand, and are of- 
ten commissioned from many parts of Eog-* 
land. 

* 

■ House vnd Sign Paiktets, 

Of tfctese therb at* thite, who ate ail \v«fc!l 
employed : one of them ke^s A jon^ttey- 
man and an apprentice ; be is an excellent 
workman and attist ; the design and execi^-^^ 
lion of ^otaie of hts ^igtos possess c&nsiderable 
ttoeffit. 

Every article of hcmseholH fiirhitui^/a^id 
cabtntt ^ork'is tnadfe iti ttite fteattest «ftd 
most substantial manner ; and several of the 
masons and wrights, besides the operative 
part, are alsb Weft x^alifted to es^ctitfe tie- 
signs and plans of tioti^s, ^nd Ate x^wployied 
for that putposfe^ not only in tlie »towft, btft 



tance. 
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Of these there are two* who aJso <5ftrry on 
he JJookbiadinifi »i) ftU its. hwmches ; they 
are Mh ^ell ero^pyed, ^aph h^YiP|: % j^ur-f 
neyeaaQ and apprentjpj^. Orders fpip hpok?> 
leyiewf, ipagii,ziQe% ^are ei^epyM with 
the §re^e8| promptitude* and th^ v.tm^?* 
pj^fjqtualHy- Thi^ Y.^ue of Boob aqd St^T 
tipqar^ importeii i^rabout ^<^W ^WPwaUy, 

Chatity Funds. / 

The o^ly charity fHn4 io Pet^rfeead is the 

i^ifk.lwx- Th# Friendly ^pci^tie^ dp not 
<jORW vrndpr jth^t ^en^rpin^tipn, a^ the wioney 
^ disbursed by thein is received a;& a matter pf 
right, and nottof charity, the persons who 
receive it having a« nnich right to it as the 
merchant, whQ insures his gooda^> has to the 
Talqe of the amount ' insured, dbould they 
happen to be iost. The funds of the Kirk 
box arise from the weekly e'olleations, and 

the fine? imposed p« 4l?ho/cjMent«^ who have 
been convicted of" incontinence *by the Spi- 
ritual Court.* The amount of weekly col- 
leetionsls, on an average, about 95shiHuig9 ; 
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the amount distributed to the poor, annu- 
ally, is about L, 170. 

Friendly Societies. 

There are 14 Friendly Societies in Peter- 
head, viz. :— The Trades^ Merchants, Keith 
Lodge, (Masons), Pilots, Sailors, Gardeners, 
St. Andrew's, Weaverg^ Shoemakers, Far- 
mers. Odd Fellows, Union, St. James' Lodge, 
(Masons),' Female Society. Of these the 
oldest is the Trades' Society ; by the Minute 
book it appears to have been constituted in 
1728 : as the constitution and oath are curir 
ous, and may convey some idea of the state 
of society at that period, they will, no doubt, 
be acceptable to most of our readers; we 
have, therefore, copied theni verbatim from' 
the Minute book. 

f At BeUrJktad^ the ttftenty ninth day of 
March, 17^ tt J/^tt^s. Mere fQlhwelh fhe consti- 
tution, and oath of admission, pertaining and adr 
mini^trate t^ the Members of (he T^adfs*rbos0 

^eterh^ad, mz. :y^ 

"In the name of God Amen. 

' " ' ' ' "^ ; • ■ 

, *f WeCf undersubscribers. Tradesmen ia 
J^eterhead^ taking to ourselves consideration 
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how necessary it is that there be a public 
fond erected in this place, for the supplying 
the necessities of us, our wives, children, or 
offspring, in case it shall please the Lord to 
reduce us or them to poverty, do. resolve, 
(after th6 laudable custom and good example 
of the rest .of the burghs of this kingdom)/ 
Furthwith to erect a Trades* box, in this 
town, for the ends aforesaid, and other pious 
uses, to be thought on and ordered by the 
members, which box shall bekeeped by two 
of our number, who are to be chosen yearly: 
for receiving and keeping such money as 
shall be paid in, or due, to the said box, either 
by members or others, together with a presi- 
dent, or oversman, to be chosen yearly also ; 
and have laid down the following rules, as 
the unalterable and fundamental rules, of 
erection and constitution of this box, 

I. That the boxmasters shall call frequent 
meetings of the members, as the business of 
the box shall from time to time require^ 
quarterly, particularly in the months of Ja-^ 
nuairy, April, July, October, the first day of 
the said months, unless they fall on the Sab* 
bath, in which case it shall be delayed to 
Monday next, and the yearly meeting is to 
be upon the first day of April, which time 
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the old boaunaiiters shall give up their ao<r 
counts ; box and mony they are ordered to 
givQ up at th^t time. 

II. Hiatail masters, and members of this 
box* meeiving apprentices, shall oblige them, 
to pay in the sum of one pound four sbiK 
lings. Soots oion^^ when paying a fee, and' 
the half Qfth^ sum when not paying a fer^ 
and at his entry siK shillings ; likewise the: 
stttD of twal shillings for each journeyman, 
and at his entry six shillings, for which his 
master shall be comptable to the box. 

IXL That erery member shall pay three 
shilling3» Scots mdny, into the said box, per 
quarter, or more or less, as the Lord shall 
incline bis heart. 

IV. That any member may take a part of 
what mony is in the box at the quarterly 
meetingy.until tlie next meeting, as the menir 
bers shall think fit, paying the ordinary inte- 
rest, and as much more as God shall incline 
his heart, binding caution for the somen. 

V. That no mony shall be lent out of the 
said box, without two sufficient si^eurities, 
(furt member^), conjunctly and severally 
bound for payment thereof, in one year's 
space, at farthest; aiui if upon any bond 
there shall be eighteen months interest due^ 
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Ihe boxmasf^n are forthwith to Iprosecitte 
tbe iBJomxi with all diligence^ on tbeeKpenoe 
«f tte boXt without furtb^ orderi^ or thea 
be c^oiptable for the samea themselvest 
without any excuse, 09 in^atet^r tertn^ 
fTdfioded. 

VI. That im many shall be given out for 
«Lfiy us^ whatever ex?cept upon a \tarfant in 
writings subf^mbed by three or more mexw- 
b^rs ; and IF d>e sum exceed three poooda^ 
Sa&ti m<bViey^ the boxaoKasters shall ^all a 
%Ei)^eti4)|^ of the whde men^ers^ birt if no 
«M>re t^» thtee me«t> these i^\\ be a iiaffi*- 
^ieiit ^aorcim^ «)ab%ribing as dbo^e, for the 
d4iie<:%ion of the boisfbicsrters, in any afiair re- 
lative to the s&xd bolt. 

VII. That JAie boxmasters^hall keep thcif 
^eounte (di^ifing their office) of charge Hind 
<fis^ht^fge» in their own privatie books, by 
^tffoDs ; Mid ^er such accounts ane received, 
At thfe end ^f the year> by the members, or 
^ quomqii appointed for that eifect, tlie 
issaifien i^W be entered ni the other ude of 
the book, with the particular oiforings, acid 
by "wliom paid in 4 and charity^ aftid <m 
whom bestowed* 

Vfll. Th^ft all and every thing renting 
to iMs boiL shall be managed and directed 
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by the plurality of voices of the members^ 
"when met ; and that they shall avoid heat, 
passion, and debate^ as much as-possible, and 
act in concord and unanimity, for the pro- 
motion of so pious an undertaking. 

IX. And Lastly, That once every year, 
at the throngest meeting, being theisecond 
day of May, the whole above Articles shall 
be publickly read ; and also at the admission 
of any new member, at which there shall be 
two or more of the old members present, 
with one or both of the boxmasters, who 
shall cause them or him take the oath of ad* 
mission, which we, the erectors of the said 
box, do take, and ordain that none shall be 
admitted a member of this box until he take 
the samen, in the words on the other page 
« following; which oath each member is to 
sign, and (his offering being paid in) is jto 
be entered 4n this book. And further, that 
no member of this box shall employ any 
tradesman (if he can be served without him) 
that is not a member thereof. And it is* 
agreed, that this box shall be managed al- 
ways by two boxmasters, who are tradesmen. 
Here foUoweth the oath of admission. 
'* Wee do hereby promise, in the presence 
of God, that 1 shall observe the constitutiiHi 
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of this box, as before me read, and contained 
in the preceding leaf of this book, and never, 
directly nor indirectly, endeavour, consent 
to, or conceal, the detriment or subversion 
thereof; nor give advice which I vsrould not 
follow myself, were this box my own private 
concern : but that I shall do all lyes in my 
power for its advantage, in equity and jus- 
tice, during my being a member of the said 
box. 

'' So help me God.'' 

The number of members belonging to all 
the societies amount to about 3000; the 
money paid to indigent and decayed mem- 
bers amounts to about L. 1200. Of the uti- 
lity of these societies, ivhen properly con- 
ducted, there cannot be the least doubt; 
every person who contributes to them knows 
that he is supporting a fund which is to af* 
ford him relief, in case he should want it, in 
sickness or old age, and at the same time he 
is contributing to the comfort of some of his 
fellow creatures. 



POPULATION OF PETEUHEAD. 

It appears by the lists of the population 
taken at different periods, that the increase 

II 
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has not been so rapid« during the last twenty 
years, as a person might be led to expect 
from the vast increase of shipping and com- 
merce. In 1794, the population of the 
whole parish, according to Rev. Dr. Moir, 
<«^as 4100 ; of these there were in the town 
2959* By the following statement it will 
appear, that the increase from 1794 to 1811 
was only 595. 

Peraom. 

Populatim of the Tomn in 1794 teas 2959 

T f 1801 ... 3264 Increase SOb 

...1811 ... 3554 Increase 290 



Totalincrease in 14^er^^.. •..••..•.«•....•••...• 595 

In 1794 the proportion of the females to 
the males was as 15- to 10, in 1801 the pro- 
portion was as 14 to 10, and in 1811 it was 
as 17 to 10 nearly. In the above account 
seamen are not included ; at present they 
may be estimated at 800. From the is- 
crease that has taken place during the last 4 
years, we should suppose the population of 
Peterhead at present, including the seamen 
belonging to the port, to be about 5000. 
The census of 1801 was taken by Mr. Adam- 
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son; that of 1811, by Mr. Donald, is as 
follows :—. 

* • * 

POPULATION 

OP THB 

TOWN AND PARISH OF PETERHEAD, 

FaaU 
Hoiises. lies. Males. Females. l^ersons. 

Shjt^pi 620 1114' 1272 2284 *total, Town,..Z55i 

JParith „.u,... 26« 261 550 621 :..»,. 'Parish 1151 

WhoU Parish 8S4 137^ 1802 2305 4707 



PLACES OF WORSHIP* 

» • . 

There are three places of worship in Pe- 
terhead, besides the established churchy viz. : 
the Scots Episcopal Chapel, Burgher, and 
Antiburgher Meeting-houses; the Metho- 
dists and Independents occasionally preach 
here, but they have no established place of 
worship. Animosity on account of difference 
of religious opinions rarely occurs in Peter- 
head ; the lower classes are better informed 
than they were formerly, and of course en- 
tertain more liberal ideas with regard to re? 
ligion. . 
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SCHOOLS, AND STATE OF LEARNING. 

The, parish school is kept in the Town- 
house, in which Latin and Greek are taught , 
by Mr. Donald; the former for 10s. 6d. per 
quarter, and the latter for 5s. 3d. He has 
in general from 40 to 50 scholars. 

There is^ another school on the same floor 
with the former, in which Mr. Smith teaches 
Heading, Writing, Arithmetic, and Boojk- 
keeping. He has a salary of L.20; arising 
from a mortification by a Mr. Anderson, for 
the purpose of educating a certain number 
of poor boys, gratis. About 40 boys and 
20 girls attend Mr. Smith. 
^ Navigation and Mathematics are taught 
by Mr. Wallace, who also teaches Geogra- 
phy, Latin, English, Book-keeping, Arith- 
metic, and Writing : he has about 60 scholars 
in summer, and 80 in winter. 

Mr. Quirie teaches Reading, Writing, 
and Arithmetic : he has about 50 scholars 
during the summer, and 55 during the 
winter. 

There is another schoolmaster lately come 
to the town, who teaches French, English, 
Writing, and Arithmetic. 



/ 
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Alisses Purcetl's Ladies Boarding School. 

In this respectable seminary. Music, 
Drawing, Geography, Arithmetic, Reading, 
Writing, Plain and Ornamental Needle 
Work, are taught with great assiduity, and 
attention to the improvement of the pupils, 
whose progress^ and acquirements are the 
best comment on the abilities and diligence 
of the teachers. 

Besides these, there are about a dozen 
schools kept by women, who generally teach 
Heading, Writing, and Sewing, They are 
all very assiduous in their several depart- 
ments. 

Learning is much more attended to now 
in Peterhead than it was formerly ; most 
people, however mean their circumstances^ 
endeavour to give their children education 
sufficient to qualify them for the common 
occupations of life. The vast impor- 
tance of education to the lower classes of 
society must be evident to any person who 
has given the subject the least consideration: 
the origin of many of the crimes which are 
daily committed may be traced to some de- 
fect in the educatioii of those who have com- 
mitted them, or, perhaps, to the neglect of it 
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altogether. The early culture of the mind 
is of more importance than parents are ge- 
nerally aware of: it is certain that boys, from 
4 to 8 years of age, can be of little service 
in the common occupations of life ; if, then, 
they are not employed in any way during 
this time, they will imbibe habits of idle- 
ness and insubordination, which, at a future 
period, will render mental improvement irk- 
some, and retard their progress in any pro- 
fession for which they may be destined : on 
the contrary, when they are early sent to 
school, habits of order and regularity are in- 
stilled into their minds, while, at the sam6 
time, they are laying the foundation of fu* 
ture excellence, and acquiring a stock of 
useful knowledge, which will enable tliem 
to support their characters, and act their 
parts in society, in a manner suitable to their 
dignity, as rnaij and as christians. 



MINERAL SPRINGS OF PETERHEAD. 

All waters naturally impregnated with any 
heterogeneous matter, which they have dis- 
solved within the earth, may be called mi- 
neral Avaters, in the most general andexten-i 
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sive meaning of that term ; in which, 
therefore, are comprehended almost all that 
flow upon the face of the earth ; for almost 
allthese contain some earth, or selenites : 
but waters, containing only earth, are not 
generally called mineral water s^ but simply 
hard waters. 

Mineral waters, properly so called, are 
those in which gas, or sulphureous, saline, 
or metallic substances, are discovered, * by 
chemical analysis. As many of these waters 
are used with success in medicine, they are 
thence called, medicinal waters : of this class 
are the mineral springs of Peterhead. One 
of these, called the Wine xvell,* has been in 
great repute for upwards of 200 years : there 
are 5 other mineral springs in the neigh- 
bourhood of it, which are all nearly of the 
same quality as the Wine well ; the princi- 
pal constituent of all of them being muriate 
of iron. 

The Wine well of Peterhead has long 
been much esteemed and resorted to, on ac- 

* It received the name of the Wint well from its being si- 
tuated at the bottom of a narrow lane, (now Jamaica Street), 
formerly called the Wynd, After the same manner, another 
well in the neighbourhood of it received the name of the Row 
well, from its situation, near several houses on a line with one 
another, called the Row. 
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count of the great benefit which has been de- 
rived from the use of it. It may, therefore^ 
be expected, that some account of the vir- 
tues ascribed to it will be given in this place* 

Analyses of mineral waters, are, perhaps^ 
the most difficult of any in chemistry ; many 
of these waters have been accurately ana- 
lysed by able chemists and physicians, but» 
notwithstanding these attempts,^ we are far 
from having all the certainty and knowledge 
that might be desired on this head. Almost 
all mineral waters contain several different 
substances, which, being united with water, 
form with each other numberless com- 
pounds. Frequently, some of the principles 
of mineral waters are in so small quantities, 
that they can scarcely be perceived, although 
they may have some influence on the virtues 
of the water, and also on the other principles 
contained in the water. The chemical ope- 
rations used in the analvses of the mineral 
waters may sometimes occasion essential 
changes in the substances that are to be dis- 
covered ; and further, such waters are sus- 
ceptible of very considerable changes, by 
motion, rest, or exposure to air. 

Probably also, the variations of the at- 
mosphere, subterraneous changes, some se- 
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cret junction of a new spring of mineral or 
pure water, or perhaps the exhaustion of the 
minerals where the springs receive their 
principles, are causes which may occasion- 
ally change the quality of mineral waters. 

It is no wonder, therefore, that the results 
• of analyses of the same water, made by dif- 
ferent chemists, whose skill and accuracy 
cannot be questioned, should be different. 

An analysis of the Wine well was given 
in a small pamphlet, published about 20 
years ago, by Dr. Laing, and also a particu- 
lar account of its constituent and component 
parts, together with remarks on the medi- 
cinal virtues of the water, drawn up from his 
own experience. About the same time, an 
account of it was likewise given by the Rev. 
Dr. Moir, in his Statistical Account of the 
Parish of Peterhead, (Stat. Ace. of Scotland, 
Vol. XVI.) : although these differ with re- 
gard to the use of the water in some parti- 
cular cases, yet they both agree as to the 
medicinal virtues which it possesses, and the 
good effects produced by it in many cases. 

It is certain, from long experience, that it 
is very efficacious in cases of general debi- 
lity, disorders of the stomach and bowels. 
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flatulencies, indigestions, and nervous com- 
plaints. 

Accordio^ to Tkr. Laing, the effects gene- 
rally perceived after drinking this water, are 
the following :-*— 

1. If the stomach is in a fit state for re- 
ceiving the waters, having no foulness, nor* 
even food, on it ; and if the water be ti^» 
in small portions at a time, thoqgh a consi- 
derable quantity be swallowed in the whole, 
it sits light and easy on the stomach, with- 
out causing flatulency, tum^action, or any 
other inconvenience, 

2. In some it produces a slight appear-* 
ance of intoxication, especially on beginning; 
to use it ; and almost always, not only sound 
sleep in the night, but also a considerable 
degree of drowsiness through the day. 

3. One of its roost Qertain effects is a very 
hearty appetite, especially for breakfast. 
Most people, after using the water for some 
days, for thtf first time, are surprised at their 
impatience for the hour of breakfast>-;ftCK%t 
the unusual quantity of food which lH^y 
find necessary for them* ^ 

These two last eftects are justly reckoned ; 
sure signs of the water agpeeing^ well mih 
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the cotistitution, and presages of benefit to 

M>e derived from it 
. 4. Another effect of it is eleifation of spi- 
rits, wil^ aft ifX^rease of bodily strength and 
agility. 

5. No effect of this water is taore certain^ 
Tflierfe it agrfees with the state of the body, 
tfa^iai its passing off speedily and copiously. 
With.regard to the bowels, like other tonics, 
it has sooiitimes oppiosite effects on different 
|)i^sonSy and on th6 sanje person at different 
ihnes. ; To some it occasions constipatiofi, 
rwhich 18 reckoned a good sigti# but must not 
4313 aHbwed to cdme to too great a height* 
.Osiodiers it produces tlie contrary effect, 
^especially at Ithis beginning. This some 
persons look for* as the p|t)per sensible eflfetit 
ef th^ water ; bitt that h a mistake. Per- 
haps it would seldom hftve this effect^ if pfrtN 

/fjer farectiutions as to evacuation W'?re taken 
^belbte beginning to use it, add if proper re- 
gimen were applied during the time of using 
it. At any rate, tonsiderable laxity of the 
Jbow^ls ought not to be allowed ; for it wOiJld 
undoubtedly prevent the strengthening e& 
ifect of this water, which is its nK)st valu&bie 

' property, and that for which it is chiefly 
osftd. Without this evacuation -being in- 



68 HISTOIIY OF PETERHEAD* 

creased, those by the skin and by the kid- 
nies are so copious, as to keep the body lean, 
nptwithstanding the augmented appetite. 
Ai^ditional evacuations would, therefore, be 
unsafe. 

6. The effects upon the pulse are various. 
When the pulse is weak and slow, owing to 
pure weakness, without pain, the water 
makes it stronger, firmer, and quicker. But 
when the pulse is quick and weak, owing to 
pain along with the^ weakness, the water will 
render the pulse slower and fuller. In both 
cases, it wilW bring the pulse nearer to the 
natural state. Again, if the pulse is already 
ftllll, and more especially if it be also hard, 
the use of this water would be improper, as 
it would increase the fulness and hardness* 

7. Contrary to the effect of other tonics, 
this water must cool the body ; both by the 
quantity^of cold matter introduced into tha 
stomach, which is the regtlfaior of the body, 
and by the sedative power of the fixed air 
and neutral salts, joined to the cold water. 
This is a happy effect of this medicine^ as it 
impels those who use it to that exercise 
which is necessary for the increase of 
strength ; and as it prevents the otherwise 
heating effects of the iron; rendering this 



water proper in cases where othef* tonics 
would be improper. 

8. The final effect^ always wilhed for, and 
generally found, is, that those who came to 
drink this water, feeble, dispirited, without 
appetite, and without strength, return home 
bearty atnd well : sometimes having the con- 
istitution so mended, as not to relapse into 
the same state : often with such a degree of 
recovery, as to make any remaining incon- 
venience very tolerable : and even in cases 
\vhere firm health can no longer be looked 
for, yet with as much amerjdment, as to 
-stand the hardships of winter, and go on 
with fortitude till another summer enable 
them to get a new supply. 

The Wine well contains a greater quantity 
of muriate of iron than any other water 
which has yet been discovered. 

The following are the principal ingrq** 
di^nts contained in it :-— 

l^tfriates of Iron and Sqdcf 

♦ 

Sulphate qf Soda 
Carbonate of Iron 
Carbonic Acid^ 
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P£T£RHEAD BATHS. 



Cbld Baths; 

. ■ ■ • 

J . . . 

Peterhead was long much condj^Utixied of 
for want of proper cold baths ; ibe anly ao 
. iM)inm^)datk)n of that kind which it poweased 
^ beiog. two house baths, of very sm^U dimei^ 
Mq&s; and thfe <|uantity of water cootaiijwd 
in tfafitn being consequently small, it waft 
vtrf .disc^reeahle to persons of delicate fjoel- 
lugs to use the same water ia which> per*- . 
hap9i many other persofis had jpreviotsilgr 
bathed. ^ ^ !; 

To remedy thw ifuconyenience, Mr. Jarhes 
Arbtrthnot, juflL in 1800, formed a ipaciotis 
bath, at a vety great expence, being all.dut 
out of solid rock. Thedamedsions ofit are . 

m 

90 feet by 30, and capable of, holding aay 
depth of water, from 34- to 6 feet; the hot* 
torn is quite level, and covered "with sand : 
it is filled every tide with pu^e^ sea water, - 
and its depth is radiated by i^ large sluice 
that is opened or shut by a Vake, at plea- 
sure. There ^s a broad platfolrm for walk- 
ing along the margin of the bath; a flight of 
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broad steps descend inio the bath; contigu*- 
ous to which is a house, with acoommcda*^ 
tions for dresstng and undressing in. The 
bathers are defended from the view of sptsc^ 
tators.by a perpendicular hreast of F€>ck on 
the land side, near 20 feet high ; the other 
sides are also properly defended from tflfe 
view. 

Id this spacious bath are united all the 

conveniences of both house and open sea- 

l^athing* there being at all times such a, supr- 

p\y of water as to offer all the advantages^ 

• in point of cleanliness, that the open lea 

.possesses, 

' For some time this bath was used both by 
the Ladies and Gentlemen, at separate hours.; 
but from the increasing resort of bathers, it 
was soon found necessary to erect another, 
which was to be appropriated solely for the 
use of the Gentlemen, but, being of consi- 
derably smaller dimensions, they chose Ta- 
thef to submit to inconvenient hours of 
bathing than be deprived of the pleasure of 
^ * bathing in the large bath. In the preceding 
year, a bath, 40 feet by 20, had been erected 
by the Mason Society, for the accommoda- 
tion of the company frequenting'the mineral 
well. Mr. Arbuthnot having taken a lease 
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of this bath, together with the Mason Lodge^ 
the former is now appropriated solely as a 
Gentlemen's bath, and the latter is used as a 
pump room, coffee roorftf and long room, for 
the accommodation of the company, who 
have likewise the use of two excellent 
oi^ans. 

Warm Baths. 

The want of warm baths was long consi- 
dered as a great defect with regard to Peter- 
head as a watering place. This was partly re- 
medied by two warm baths, erected by the 
Mason society about 1795; but these were 
soon found insufficient for the accommoda- 

9 

lion of the company atterxding them. 

In order to remedy this inconvenience, 
and with a view to accommodate the nume- 
rous and respectable company that annually 
resorted to Peterhead for the purpose of 
-warm bathing, Mr. James Arbuthnot, jun. 
in the year 1802 erected two suits of apart- 
ments, containing 12 warm baths, with the 
most complete set of apparatus which is to 
be found, perhaps, in Britain ; by means of 
which the patients may be accommodated 
with the steam or vapour, hot air, projecting. 
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and shower baths ^ at any degree of tempera- 
ture, which may be required.* There can 
be no doubt, that the use of these baths has 
been productive of the most beneficial effects 
in niany cases, in proof of which a number 
of examples might be adduced, which will, 
perhaps, be published at a future period, as 
a Case-boifA hixs been regularly kept for seve- 
ral years, containing an account of all the 
cures performed by the use of the mineral 
water and baths of Peterhead. The sensible 
effects of the warm bath, according to Dr. 
Laingy are chiefly the following : — 

1. A very pleasing sensation over all the 
body, oflen taking place from the moment 
of immersion ; but sometimes not till after a 

* The following are the Terms of Sabscription for the La- 
dies and Gentlemen attending the Mineral Wells and Baths of 
Peterhead : — 

Per the use of the Rooms • - 1 6 /or the season 
Gentlemen for the use of the News-room 1 6 each for do. 



The Cold Bath - \s 


.per dip, or 21 


per do. 


The Cold Shower Bath • 


- 1 


fcrdip 


The Warm Shower Bath 


- 1 ^ 


1^ 

per do. 


The Projecting Bath 


1 


per 100 


The Vapour Bath - 


- 6 


per dip 


The Warm Water Bath - 


- 3s. — U.Gd.-- 


-4' yi'perdo. 


The Warm Air Bath 


$i. 


per io. 



K 
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shorter or longer continuance in the bath. 
This sensation is most observable when the 
bath is about 96''; for a small difference 
above or below this temperature is generally 
felt very sensibly, and not agreeably. To 
some persons that temperature seems, at the 
moment of immersion, too hot; and after a 
iew minutes, they bear it well ; or perhaps 
they would like it a little warmer ; but, for 
the most part, that degree of heat is highly 
4 pleasing. 

2. An alleviation of pain, from whatever 
cause : at least, I do not recollect any in* 
stance of its happening otherwise. This al- 
ways takes place while the patient is in the 
bath, and generally for a more or less con- 
siderable time after leaving it, when due 
care is taken to avoid a sudden change of 
femperature. 

3. A more equal and uniform diffusion of 
natural warmth over the whole body. This, 
however, depends much on the temperature 

/:i6f the bath itself; and commonly goes hand 
■ in hand with the pleasing sensation first men- 

'" tioned, of which this is one of the principal 
causes. In the healthy state, the interior 
part of the thorax and abdomen is some de** 
grees warmer than any part of the skin, or 



even than any internal part &rther distant 
from the heart, and in the inverse proper* 
tion of the distance. . But in a feeble con** 
stitution, without positive disease, the skin in 
general, and that of the extremities in particu- 
lar, is almost always very considerably below 
the standard heat in the breast. This gene- 
rally produces a somewhat uneasy sensation, 
a feeling of cold, and a desire to have it re- 
moved. And when it is removed ^niformly, 
so as to reduce the body to the temperature. ^ ^ 
of the heart, or somewhat below it, there 
arises, not only a pleasure from the removal 
of an uneasy sensation, but also a seeming 
consciousness that the skin, and the organs 
connected with and dependant on it, ate 
performing their office m a way unusually 
favourable to the good state of the body. 
In disease, the temperature of the body ge- 
nerally departs stHl farther from the uniform 
standard heat. During the cold stage, 
whether of primary or symptomatic fef^^ 
although the strong sensation of cold m^^^^ 
often exist, while the body is, to the ttier- t 
mometer, warmer than the standard, yet " 
often also it falls greatly below it» In the > 
hot stage of fever, agiain, the heat conimotily 
exceeds the standard by a good tnany de- 
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grees. In all cases of local inflammation, 
considerable enough to induce fever, the heat 
of the whole body is commonly increased : 
and when it is not considerable enough to 
excite constitutional fever, there is yet what 
may be called local fever; that is, an in* 
crease of the heat and arterial action of the 
part. On the other hand, there are many 
disorders, in which there is a permanent di- 
minution of heat, and of nervous and arte- 
rial action, and consequently of power ; as, 
for example, in asphyxia, from whatever 
cause, palsy, dropsical, and leucophlegma- 
tic cases; inanition, fi;om excessive dis- 
charges, hunger, cold, fatigue, atrophy, a 
bad state of the stomach and bowels, and 
many other reducing causes. Now all these 
faults in temperature may be equalized and 
Regulated, with certainty, safety, and expe- 
dition, by a warm bath properly tempered, 
and continued for a suitable length of time. 

4. Both the pulse and the respiration, if 
different from the natural state, are made to 
approximiate to it, A small pulse becomes 
fulier^ a hard pulse softer, and a quick pulse 
slower. I have not had an opportunity of 
trying its effects on a pulse below 60 in a 
minute : but it is very naturally to be be- 
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lieved, that the warm bath would accelerate 
a morbidly slow pulse. The respiration is 
generally rendered slow and regulat, unless 
in the few cases where a child or very weak 
nervous person has gone into the bath with 
Feluctonce and fear. The general ten- 
dency, however, is to render both the pulse 
and the respiration slow, full, and regular. 

5. An increase of strength, mobility, and 
agility, is commonly very sensible after com- 
ing out of the bath : and these advantages, 
together with a greater power of resisting 
cold, often continue for several days. In 
rare instances the sensibility to cold has 
j^eemed to be increased for a short time ; but 
this was never observed to happen, unless 
when the bath was below the proper tem- 
perature for that person at that time. No* 
thing was more common, than that a person, 
who was unable to come to the bath but in 
a chair, should walk home from it easily on 
his feet. And its strengthening power is so 
well established by experience, that it is not 
unusual for a person going to set out on a 
long cold ride or walk, or other hard exer- 
tion, to use the warm bath immediately 
before. 
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Other instances mig^t be mentioiied with: 
regard to the salutary effects of the warm batli 
on the body^ but as they are ef idendy dedu* 
cible from the foregoing sensible effects, it 
seems unnecessary. From what has been: 
stated/ it is obvious the warm bath opens a 
vast store of salutary resources in a great^ 
variety of morbid states of the body* 



MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 

Circulating Libraries. 

Peterhead Circulating Library, Broad*: 
street, belonging to Mr. Mortimer, contains 
about 1200 volumes : the terms of subscrip«> 
tion are, for a year, 1 2s. — half a year, 7s.— 
a quarter, 4s.«.-*a month, 2s..^and Id* p6r 
diem for any volume under 5s. 

Peterhead Subscription Circulatii^g Li- 
brary was established about 16 years pgo by. 
a few individuals, for tlie laudable purpose' 
of disseminating knowledge among th6 lower 
classes pf society : each person, on becom- 
ing a subscriber, paid L.1, and the money, 
arising from reading subscribers to be appro-^ 
priated for the purchase of new books. The 



terms of subscription are, for a year, 58..-— 
half a year, 3s. — a month. Is. It is a pity 
such a laudable institution should not' re- 
ceive more encouragement : we understand 
it is about to be given up. 

Reading Society, established in 1808, and 
is supported by the annual contribution of 
one guinea e^ch froni members : this money 
is applied to the purchase of new books. 
This library contains about 300 volumes, 
amongst which are many welKselected and 
valuable books. 

Inns, Hotels, Taverns, ^Tc.. 

. Of these the principal are the Crown Inn, 
Milne ; Plough .Tavern and Hotel, JafFray ; 
Ship Tavern, Newbound. These afford ex- 
cellent accommodation and entertainment 1 
the Crown Inn contains 22 bed-rooms, and 
7 public rooms ; the Plough Tavern and 
Hotel contains 18 bed- rooms, and 7 public 
rooms. Besides these there are a great 
number of public-houses, several of which 
afford good accommodation, both for lodg-» 
ing and entertainment. 

Lodging houses are numerous, and some 
of them elegantly fitted up for strangers, who 
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frequent this plftce during the bathing season^ 
Peterhead can accommodate about 200O 
persons, besides its own inhabitants. 



ItUINS AND ANTIQUITIES IN PETERHEAD, 

AND ITS VICINITY. 

The ruins of two castles, both of which 
were once the property of the Marischal 
family, are still to be seen in Peterhead : one 
of them was situated on the Keith-inch, and 
was used as a granary a few years ago ; the 
other, which appears to have been of a more 
ancient date, was situated at the North end 
of the Longate, and the corner of Brook- 
lane, where part of it is still to be seen. In 
the vicinity there are several ruins, the most 
remarkable of which is Ravenscraig : it i9 
said to have been erected about the ninth 
century, by one of the Marischal family. It 
is situated on the South side of the river 
Ugie, and appears to have been a place of 
considerable strength, and./ before the use of 
fire arms, may have been considered im- 
pregnable, as there is evident appearance 
of the river having been carried round it; 
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and the walls are very thick, and well fortj- 
iied. The revolutions which this ancient 
edifice has^undergone are beautifully de- 
scribed in the following lines. 

A Keith this ancient structure rear'd. 

Which Ravenscraig he styl*d. 
Prophetic of its future siate^ 

For there the iRavens build. 

'Twas long the pride of yonder plaiu. 

The gaze of vulgar eye ; 
Oft lodged the dauntless warrior tir'd. 

Oft heard the lover sigh. 

But alUdevouring time at length ^ 

His ruthless hand apply'd, 
With iron clench he seiz'd the walls 

Which wintry winds defy'd. 

Not distant far another stands^ 

From Ugie draws its name. 
Of equal age, in ruins too, 

And equal; too, in fame. 

k 

The other Castle alluded to in the above 
lines is InverugiCf which stands on the oppo- 
site side of the river; it was built by the 
Cheynes, but afterwards, by intermarriages, 
became. the property of Earl Marischal. The 
lower part of ^he building is now converted 
into a Brjew-house. 

• • • - " 

These ruins, together with the Ugie, ancl 
some plantations lately made by Mr.,Fergu- 
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son of Pitfour, M. P. form a beautiful and 
picturesque view from a small eminence 
called the Castle hill. 

There are still to be seen, on a rising 
ground near the mouth of the Ugie, the re- 
mains of another Castle, of greater antiquity 
than any of the former, which is supposed 
(not without a great degree of probability) 
to be the original site of the Castle of In- 
verugie, as its name is evidently derived 
from its being situated at the mouth of the 
river Ugie. 

Baddom Castle 

r » 

/ 

Was built by some of the Marischal fa- 
mily, and for many years inhabited by them* 
It is situated on the South side of the South 
bay, upon a promontory between two very 
deep fissures, with high craggy rocks on 
each side : here the sea breaks with great 
violence, and when there is a strong ^sterly 
gale, the spray is often carried ov6r the top ' 
of the house to a considerable distance. 
This Castle appears to have been A place of 
considerable strength : not many years ago 
there were several cannon there; and the 
liouse, though now in tmtis, was inhabited 
about the beginning of the eighteenth cen^ 
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tury. The name of Boddom is derived from 
its situation, at the foot or bottom of Stirling 
hi]]. 

About a mile West of the town, on a 
small rising ground, and near an old build* 
ing called the Windmill, the ruins of an 
Abbey are still to be seen : when jt was 
erected or endowed, or by whom, is not 
now known ; but it is supposed to have been 
the residence of some Monks belonging to 
the Abbey of Deer, which had very exten- 
sive property before the reformation, and at 
one time possessed the greater part of the 
parish of Peterhead. There is a spring in 
the neighbourhood, which still retains the 
name of the Abbot's well. Considerable 
quantities of grey slates, and several stones 
with sculpture on them, but much defaced, 
and also liuman bones, have been dug up 
amongst the ruins, at different periods. 

About 3 miles West of the town, the re* 
mains of two small forts are still visible ; 
when they were erected, or for what pur- 
pose, is now unknown. 
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OF FISHES. 



f E W coasts in Britain afford such a variety 
of Fishes as the coast about Peterhead ; and 
not only in quantity and variety does it ex- 
ceed other coasts, but likewise in the quality 
of the Fish : this is owing, in a great mea- 
sure, to the purity of the water, the strength 
of the tide, and the quanti^ and quality of 
their food. 

In the first place, the strength of the tide 
is such, that no weak fish can live in it, and 
these are generally thrown do 
Orkney and Caithness coast, 
find shelter under the islands, 
bays. It is a rare tbin^td fin 
off our heads ; they disappear t 
have deposited their spawii. which is gene^ 
rally about the mojith of February, and do 
not return until July and August. I shall 
here give an account of the Cetaceoof^ 
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f^ishes which are to be found here, begtri- 
ning with them, and carrying on the other 
orders^ accorditif ha the LtQAoean system. 
The different cfhar^tcters of the Fishes will 
be taken notice of; the season they are in 
their prime ; and the taste of one Fish com^ 
pared with that of another. 

, Bakna BondekUarthe Great Greenland JVkale^ 

Ot|]y one o# these htoge aaiwals has been 
'i»eeii (moxxv coast for many years* In tbe 
'It^tter end of Decetaber^ 1806; a large one 
^ppeamii ini €>i}n' bay. it wias^a jfemale, aiad 
had a cub : it was upon a Sunday forenMOi, 
during divine service^ that it m^tde its ap- 
)[)earance ; the church immediately emptied,, 
and the Greenland boats were manned ; tbe 
animal was harpooned and lanced, the blood 
streamed from it in torrents^ and the handles 
^ of the lancets appeared in great numbers 
rising from its back-^the cub was killed. It 
then went into a state of desperation, roar- 
ing most hideously, raising its tail above 
the watigr like a steeple, and finding all 
hopes gone of recovering its lost child, it dart- 
ed like an arrow from a bow^ and ran with 



such vekici4y, tbat ttie bQat« MVBre oiiUjg;e4 
to cut : she made her eeic^pe, carrying an 
empty boat at her tail; some time after^ 
wards, we beard that her body wa$ driven 
ashore on the coast of England. 

/ 

JBalena Physaius, SpdUi Wtiote, or jffirting Hoy. 

9 

These appear in great numbers, off our 
coasts, particularly after the herring jsHoals 
begin ; it is said they swallow the herrings 
but it is not likely, as they have a narrow 
throat, and the wouth is furnished with bone 
similar to the Rondelet; it is probable, tb^tt 
it is the spawn or fry of the herring they 
live upon. Flesh of Whales was formerly 
esteemed a great delicacy^ at the royal 
table, where it is said to have been eaten 
with a sauce of white bread, sugar, and vine-^ 
gan Salted whjile te^ tastes much like ox 
beef, but not so fat "^ the flesh of the cub, 
done in cutlets, tastes like yeftl, ttrined with 
(incumber. 

Physiter C^todofif Hound-Headed Cachalot, 
vulgarly called Bottle-Kosed Whale, 

A number of these animals were driven on 

shore on the coast of St. Fergus some years 

ago, . 

a2 
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J)olpfiinus Phorceana^ Porpoise^ vulgarly caU 

led Pelliak. 

These are to be met with in great abun- 
dance during the Sumn^er months ; they are 
seldom caught^ except when entangled in 
Det8« The flesh of the young porpoise, 
when properly cured, resembles very much 
the taste of young pork* It should be cured 
with the skin upon it, and, before presenting 
^t at table, the back skin should be renjOved. 

Dolpkinus Orca, the Grampus. 

These are rare fishes upon our coast ; twp 
of them were caught in a net, alopg with 
some salmon, several years ago, off the 
mouth of the Ugie. Tbey are called her§ 
punters. 

APODES. 

■ 

4n<irchiea4 Lypus^ Wolf Fish, qr Stone- biter ^ 

vulgarly called Sea Cat. 

^hese fishes are found wpon our coast 
in considerable quantities, from the month 
pf November till March^ during which 
season they seeip tp be good ; they are 
but • little used here, which is owing to 
thpiiiname and appparancp. They haveao 
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Ugly head, are branded upon the sides with 
black strokes, the colour of the skin being 
either light blue, or light brown ; the skin 
is thick; the fish is excellent, firm, sweet, 
delicate, and a great deal resembles the 
Pleuronectes Maximus, or, true Turbot, in 
taste. The price is from twopence to three- 
pence each, when a price is demanded^ and 
the weight from 4 to 12 libs. each. It is 
best to make the fishermen skin them before 
they are brought home, and to throw away 
the head. 

Ammodytes Tobianus, Sand Lancet vulgarly 
called Sand Eel, and, when grown, Horn EeL 

« 

These make a delicate fry, are little used 
by the natives for food, but much in request* 
among the fishermen as bait for haddock, 
cod, &c. There are few upon our coasts, but 
plenty upon the coast of St. Fergus, upon the 
property of James Ferguson, Esq. M. P* 

They are caught by scratching the sand 
with large iron hooks. A seine net was lately 
thrown out a considerable distance in the 
ocean, and in the bag was found Sand Eels 
of a foot long, and three inches circumfe- 
rence. The fishermen called them lai*ge 
Horn Eels. 
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jitnm&4jft€f Tabknus Braadlandi, the Great 
Skfkd Lance nf Broadland. 

Of the fish here mentioned, there have 
only been seen three spfecimens, fbt 40 years. 
The head is small in proportion to the si^e 
of the body ; the bddy is compreseedt a^ in 
the common Sand Lance, but to a much 
greater degree ; the mouth of this fi^ re- 
sembles that of a Dorey, the eyes pear!, \ke 
pupil black, the diameter of the eye 2^ 
in^^hes, the length of the fish 18 feet, the 
breadth betwixt back and belly 12 inche^^ 
scales silvery, figure resembUog that of si 
spotted Blindy» thickness betwixt the two 
sides about 3^ inches, two feelers or lines 
from the back part of its head. The taste 
of the fish equal to the finest herring, 

Mur^nn Anguilla, Camtnan JEeL 

These are found in great numbers, both 
in the river Ugie, and in the harbour 6f 
jPeterhead* 

Murana Cofigtpr, Congor Eel, commonly called 

Have EeU 

Some few of these have been caught by 
our fishermen, at a considerable distaoce o^ 
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ow beads, but we have 4>ibea found tbem 
thnm^n on shore by a heavy stornij eiF the 
sea. The taste of this fish resembles ti!ie ' 

lnig» bttt it is infinitely richer. 

■> • 

JUGULARS. 

Cadus Carbonarius, Coie^ishj mitgopfy eatled 
^oggoU Podling, Seat^9 Mar Scathe C&k 
Seathi 

These different names are given according 
to the age of the fish, viz. the Baggot is 
one year old, the Pbdling two, and so on 
according to their years* These fishes are 
tt> be found in great eucnbers upoix our coast ; 
^hiey appear in the harbour and creeks here 
about the cnonth of May. They are th^ 
only about 1 ^ inches long, and not gr^eaterthan 
a goose quill ; they seenai to^ feed upon the 
tendrils and seed of the Fucii, and aitiines 
we find in their stoniach the roe of the Sea 
Urchin and Common Crab. By the month 
of August and September they have attained 
to a size double that of a Gorgona Ani- 
chavy ; they then make a most delicate 
morsel, either broiled or fryed- The Pod- 
lings and Seaths are commonly caught with 
the fly ; Ihey are split, salted, and dried. 
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and taste remarkably well. Many of the 
sedentary tradesmen here amuse themselves 
with catching these fish after the hours of 
their common labour is over ; and they fre- 
quently catch as many as will serve their 
family in oil and dry fish during the winter; 
with the seine ten barrels have been caught 
at one hawl, and have been sold at 4s, per 
boll. The Cole Fish, when full grown, and 
in season, tastes nearly like the salmon, but 
not so fat. 

Gadus Barbatus, Whiting Pout, vulgarly cal-- 

led Bargain. 

This delicate little fish is sometimes to 
be found here in the months of Ndvember 
and December. The taste of these is simi- 
lar to the whiting, but niuch firmer in the 
flesh, and more palatable. The fisbermea 
who have been at the Barra-head fishery 
say they are plenty in the West highlands. 

Gadus Mustella, Five-Bearded Cod, are 
sometimes to be met with here. 

:4 Gadus Tricuratus, Three^Bearded Cod. 

These, as well as. the Gadus Mustella,are 
j^nown by the fishermen by the name, of 
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Miller's Thumb. There are many of the 
young of both species to be found in pools 
at' low water, spring tides, but we are only 
acquainted with one solitary specimen being 
taken with the hook. 

Gadus Merlangus^ Whiting. 

These are found in great numbers upon 
oiir coasts, especially in sandy bays, dur- 
ing the months of July, August, and Sep- 
tember. This fish is sO generally known 
that it needs no further description. 

Gadus Pollachiust Whiting Pollack, vulgarly 

called Lythe^ 

These frequent our coasts during the Sum« 
iner months ; it is a sprightly fish, and takes 
the fly with great avidity. The taste is si- 
milar to the common whiting, but much 
firmer and more delicious* 

Gadus JEglisinus, Haddock. 

These fishes are found upon our coast 
during the whole year.' They deposit their 
spawn in valleys in the ocean, at a consider- 
able distance from the land ; the young fry 
are never found near the shore. Tht virgin 

, B 



10 OF EI^H£$. 

hft(|dc|c)c&, n^e^ke. tt^eir appearance g^^^^W^l 
al^pMt tl»fl month qf M*y>, when tbey arriir^ 
lOi gTipat;; sb(>aisr;^ th& quantitjyes taken havQ. 
been sq. giieaf; that within those, few. yeaf<* 
they have been sold as low aa..tM»«ty for 3d* ; 
the winter haddocks are now sold for 2s. 
each dozens 

Gadjus Broftne^ Scots Tarsi, vulgarly called 

Tusk, 

T3j6revar».few of thesQ. fishmsjtp be fonndr 

in our n^^^hhouir^ood ; thpy^ liv/e ip; veiy? 
deep water, amongst the hollows of rocks. 
Sjiftng are xaoght in the mouth of ^ the Mur-^ 
ray Firth, about, the t4&rj9ination of the 
^-png-ftsrties Bank. Theys^re excejlent.fwh, 
a^kiud of mediuoi betwixt the congpr and 
thp lin^, 

Gadus Morhua, Cod Fish^ vulgarly called Coir 
ling, or Keeling, according to its age. 

Perhaps no coast in Britaia can exhibit 
so g^at(a,v|5Lrkl;y of .these fishes a$ tbe^oast 
ahpwt Petei:be«td; , and; there is ; not, a naoirth 
of tfeer yes^r bjujf sQij^^of: them air^B.intS^s^oa* 
T^je. Rftttray an^Scotsitpw*, he^ds affprd, a 
vast qiMkUtity qf whafc are cajl^d. R^cfc^ Cod, 
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xtr'RedVyCi^, Whidh iitie ftoftiihg ehte thkh flie 
cdtiiftidti 06(d, dy^d in ihb skin by "thte Jfocii 
•which dhey !odgfe anftong:St. TlieSe fcdid fe^d 
■irpott <the yotih^ ctahs, khd the tpb of iSie 
lump fish, and they partalce ttitidh -of the 
taste of their food ; they are in high estima- 
tioti amongst all ranks of people, as they are 
much sweeter and firmer than the common 
codiifng*, H^ flie 'Same srrte ; tJrty %^1l from 
3i. to m. ca<*. "rtie fei|;fe Cd4 i^iUfed 
Keeftrrg, *?re m se^fsoh fttMto N^Vfembfi^ till 
the latter end of January. ®6tt!* -hfirnArefis 
of barrels of these fish are annually exported 
to London. The prtce jiaici hy tlie mlj^^i- 
tants for one of ttiese fi^hefe is from 1 s. 2d. 
*o 1*. 6d. efAth, Ibe ti^elgt^t fr»m 2® tb 35 
Ibfe. eatfth. 

Gadus Molva, Ling, vulgarly called Stake, 

Lingjish. 

These are found upon tDiir coafils dt all 
seasons of the year, and of all sizes, frona 
one year old, lip^tds; the young of this 
spawn are called by the fishermea Stakes^ 
and the older ones are called Ling, The 
pt-iiicipal time for fishing the Ling is from 
the month of April until the end of jfune ; 
the distance the boats go off is from 12 niiles 

B 2 
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to 40. Had the fishermen decked vessel?, 
rn place of open boats, to fish in, there is qo 
doubt but a much greater number of this 
fish would be caught, tjiap by the present 
modp of fishing. 

Blennius Gunnellus, Spotted Blenny^ vulgarly 

failed Nine-eyed EeL ^ 

These are to be found iq great plenty 
among the pools at low water mark, spriqg 
tidps. They have neyer been made use of 
by the inhabitants. 

Blennius Viviparus, Viviparous Blenny, \pulgarfy 

failed Domicle. 
Thesp are found in great numbers dur-r 
ing the months of July, August, and 
September: several hundreds have been 
caught at one hawl of the seine net. They 
taste very much like th|l^Mur8ena Anguilla, 
pr Common Eel. 
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Zeus Faber, the Done, or John Dorie. 

Of these fishjes we hav<8{ only seen two 
specimens upon our coast ; and so very rare 
were they thought, that the fisherwoinan 
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who brought the first of them to market 
supposed her husband had caught the devil 
upon his line. With regard to the dehcacy 
of this fish, I refer to Quin, the player. 

Gaslerosteus Aculeata^ Stickle Back, vulgarly 

called Banstickle. 

They are found in great numbers in pools 
amongst the rocks at high water, spring 
tides. These have never b^eo made use of. 

Coitus Scorpius^ Father Lasher^ vulgarly called 

p...f,t Plucker, Camper. 

These are to be found in vast numbers 
upon our shores, but the ugly appearance of 
the fish deters the inhabitants from using 
them. We have tasted some of this species, 
which are similar to the salmon or salmon 
trout, 

Trigla Gurnardus, Grey Gurnard. 

These are found upon' our coast dur- 
ing the sumn^er months in great quantities. 
They sell from ?d, to 6d. per dozen. The 
taste of these resemble very much the Mac- 
kerel, but they are ixiuch superior indelicacy 
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of taste. They are generally skinned be • 
fore they are broited. 

N. B.-*-Tins fi^b ts^tlifierent (rom the rest 
of its tribe : it makes a gurring kind of noise 
when it is dying ; it has likewise legs some- 
thing like a spider, by means of which it 
can walk upon an inclined plane* 

Pkuromctes Hipp^gl^ssa^ HolHbut, mdgurly 

i:vtlltd 7\irbnt. 

These fishes are found in great abun- 
dance off our coasts, from the month of 
April until the latter end of June, during 
which season tbey afvpear to J^e in tlieir 
prime. When «plit> salted, and smoked, 
they are little inferior to salmon ; som^ of 
them have been boiled and pickled, in tiie 
same manner as kitted salmon, and the re- 
semblance was so near, that good Judges 
would have mistaken the one fish for the 
other. They ar« sold cheaper here than in 
^ny other sea port in Scotland ; one of 2:26 
ibs. has been sold for 2s. and the general 
price, when cut up, is from a farthing to a 
half-penny per lb. The poor people com- 
monly cot it Up in small pieces; they roast 
it upon the gridiron, and eat it with pota- 
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toes. The bead of the halibut m^kes eX'- 
c^Uent fi^h and sauce, and brose* 

PUuronectes Platdsssa^ PMstf Fkuk. 

These are found in great numbers upon 
our coasU They ar^ \n\ season onlyt in 
the months of August, September, and Oc- 
tober. 

Pleuronectes Maximus ; in tfie Smith of ScBtVmd 
called Bret ; in the North, Rodd'en Fleuk; 
tl^ TurJboi of the English. 

These are caught: ini considerable qvianti- 
ties off our coasts; they sell from 3d. to 
Is. 2d. eacj^. They are a fish of no reputa- 
tion amorigstfthe poor, but they begin to be 
liked by the higher classestofsoei^ty^ This 
fish, when split and salted in the raatuner of 
ling, eats very well, but: is; far< better when 
used fresh. 

Pleuronectes Limanda, Dah^ vulgarly called 
Rough Back Fleuk, Rochie. 

These are found in great numbers, off 
our coast ; they are tolerably good during 
the whole- of the summer^ months,, but are 
in their prime in harvest; ^ . ^ . 

^ ' 417493 
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PUuronectes Magistima, ffhrf. 

Several of these have been caught in the 
harbour of Peterhead* but they are by no 
means a fish that is plenty upon our coasts. 

Pleuronectes Solea, Soal, vulgarly called 

Soal Fteuk. 

There is no doubt but these fishes arte 
plenty upon our coast, as numbers are driven 
on shore by the winter storms. We see the 
Cormorant and Diver picking them up. 
They are shy at taking a bait, but if a troll 
net was employed, there is no doubt but 
numbers would be caught. 

Pleuronectes Rhombus, BrilL 

These are occasionally met with upon our 
coasts, and are sold for the Rodden Fleuk, 
or Maximum ; it is a more beautiful fish 
than the former; it wants the tubercles upon 
the back. The flesh is not so delicate as 
that of the Maxi)Enum, 

Pleuronectes Variegatus, the Variegated Soal, or 

Spotted Soal. 

These are to be met with occasionally, 
but they are a rare fish. 
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Pkutmectes Margaretta, Silver Soah itulg^rltf 

called Silver Fleuk. 

We have only seen one specimen of themi 
here, but it was a large one, measuring 20f 
inches from hegd to tail» and above 12 inches 
broad / , 

Pleuronectes Buthanhavenentu. 

We have named this flounder after thcf 
sea-town from which we received, it, and^ 
as we have never seen a description of a si- 
milar one, we shall be more particular in our 
notice of it. The form of its body was simi- 
lar to the seal, but the head was much larger 
in proportion, and the neck shorter and 
thicket*; the back and belly werfe more! 
convex than that of any other floi^^i^r that 
we are acquainted with, which made its ap- 
pearance more lumpy than the common 
founder; its back was dark brown, and the 
belly, in plac6 of being white^ as in other 
flounders, was a little lighter than the back^- 
having scales of the same size upon it> and 
a line through the centre. 

* ■ » ' 

Pleuronectes Patsdfi 

Eyes upon th^ left side— These fi^es are 
often caught by the seine net in the faar^ 
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bour of Pierhead. Mv. Pentiant cmstden 
them to be a variety of the common floun- 
derj but they appear to us to be of a dil- 
uent species. 

Pteuronettes Flessus, Flounder^ vulgarly called 
Fresh Water Fleui, Salmon FleuL 

Vast numbers of these frequent our har- 
bour, especially after the arrival of the 
Greenland ships. They taste rank of whale 
oil. The Ythan produces excellent floutr* 
ders. 

Pleufonectes Tubereulatus, Crooked Mouth. 

m 

A great number of these, fishes were 
caught in the sein^ a^t in Sandford bay. Jl 
have no des^Mptton of this fish in any book 
of natural history which I am possessed 4;^ 
bnt the fish is neither the turboti nor the 
Will, although its figure is not very difia- 
tent. The tubercles upon its bat'k are mudb 
inM*e conspicuous Ihan in the Maximiiaip 
as they rise in a cooical shape ; wbisreas 
the tubercles of the Maximum are much 
flatter, and only raise the skin a v^ery little 
above its common level. 
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Spurut R«n Rigg, Toothed Gilt Head. 

A few s'pecimens of this fish hare feeeft 
driven on shore upon our coast, for two 
<yt three years. They are a most beaUtiftil 
fish, and their taste more delicate than the 

■ 

finest herring. 

Hippocampus, jpr Sea Horse. 

Its head bears resemblaDce to il^at of a 
horse ; it twists its body like an eel, is marked 
lall over with circular iod^oofi; and is in 
length about 9 inches ; the shape pejitagooal; 
tl^ey are seen in plenty during summer. 

JPerca Fluviaiilis, Percfi. 

A few have been caught in the river Ugie^ 
which have escaped from the ponds of Mr^ 
Ferguson of Pitfbur, M. P7 They aje AOt 
indigenous. , 

Zens Ljmdt King Fish, ar.Opak. 

Only one of this species has been caught 
iipon our coasts. It was caught by the 
fishermen of Boddoni^ about 50 years since. 

Skambtr, MaciereU 

These a^peat m^&iA atnr coast a'bout rfie 
latter end of Augqi^ and beginniflg of Sejp- 
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tember, but they have not been got in plenty 
for many years. The price bears no pro- 
poYtioa to that of other fishes : they are 
commonly bought by the higher plasse$ as a 
rarity. 

Scomber Trachurus.- Horse Mackerel, or Scad. 

We have seen a few specimens of these 
fishes, but they are rare. 

Mugli Ophalus, the Mullet. 

These have frequented pur coasts for seve- 
ral years: they have never been caught 
ppon lines^ an4 appear to live upon the 
fucii. A nuqdber of them were caught in 
a seine net, which had a bag in the centre 
18 feet deep, and 36 feet long: th^ main 
|>ody leaped over the bolt ropes of the net, 
and made their escape. What were caught 
in the bag of the seine were ponvcyed in 
pail? to a fish pond, but they jumped from 
th^ P^^i^ upon the road; and when they 
were put into 'the pond, numbers of them 
jumped put upon the rocks, and from thence 
into the sea; so that out of 9 or 10 dozeft 
which were put into the pond, ther^ w^rett<y 
#a|>ove 18 or 20 remained. 
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ABDOMINALIS. 

Esox Behne^ Gar Fish, vulgarly called Goup^ 

nie. Green Bone. 

This has been a rare fish upon our coast, 
for many years. These fishes seem to fire- 
quent the deepest water in the north sea, 
and are to be found in vast numbers 00* the 
coast of Norway ; the taste of these fishes is 
» mixture betwixt Mackerel and Herring. 

Esox Lucios, Common Pike. 

These are found in the Loch of Slaios, 
near this place, in great abundance. 

Clupea HarenguSf the Herring. 

These fishes are so well known, that it 
will be unnecessary to give any particular 
ijescription of them. For these several years 
they have frequented our coast in such num- 
bers, that they <)efy all calculation : had 
there been boats and nets in sufficient quan^ 
titles, thousands pf barwls might have been 
caught, that were allowed to escape. The 
herring in this country are used either 
roasted or boiled : on the continent, they 
are used raw, with bread and butter ; thegi,^ 
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prove an excellent tonic, wbeti used in this 
way : in the West India islands, they are 
used by tl^ negroes, as a sauce for their 
yams and pldn tains. 

ClupM Fitchiirdus, Pilchard. 

These are fonnd in our bay during the 
i^'hole year, but they are by no means a 
plentiful fish. 

ft 

^CipriHUS EQ^intLSt Mimrww^ w Mifinm^ 

These are found in great nuihbers, in 
the rivulets of this neighbourhood. 

Salmo Fario, Treut^ the River Trout, vul-- 
garly called Burn Trout ^ Yelloxv Trout. 

These are 'found i« gt^aft n ambers in all 
eur rivulets, 

Salmo Trutta, SeaTr^it, trr Finnocfc. 

These are found in great abundance in the 
river tJgie, from the month of July to 
March. 

Sntmo TtmtM Magnus Marira, the Gnai Sm 
Trou?, »uit Tpmi, or Cmwddm, IM Hh 

Some of these trouts *are occasiottaHy 
caught tn the salmon nets. About SO yeiars 
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ago one was caught in a berring liet, which 
weighed about 48 lbs. ; another was cauglit 
in the Ugie, with a fly, weighing 32 Ibs^ 
One was bought last year weighing 18 lb«* ; 
it was pickled, and tasted more delicio^ 
than a salmon* 

Salma Salar, Common Salmon* 

Are found in pleoty in our bays, and i^ 
the river Ugie. 

Salmo Starilinus, Char. 
These are found in the ponds of Pitfour. 

CiprintLs Carpia, Carp. 

These are found in great abundance in 
the ponds of Pitfour. 

Ciprinus Tinea, Tench. 

These are found likewise in the poads^ 
of Pitfour, where they seem to thrive and 
breed, 

* 

AMPHIBIA. 

Tetrodon Lumpus^ Lump Fish, vulgarly called 
Cock Paddle, Paddle Cock ; female, four 
times as big as the male, called Husk. 

These fishes generally make their appear^ 
ance upon our coast about the month of 
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March, during which month, and the month 
of April, they deposit their spawn, or ova* 
As we have it in our power to give a more 
corr^t account of these fishes than any that 
has been as yet published, we shall nar* 
rate the whole facts, as they appeared to 
us:*— A Male and Female were put into 
an enclosed pond ; the hen was full of roe, 
and the cock full of saddle ; but as this is an 
expression that may not be generally under- 
stood, it will be proper, in the first place, to 
consider this fish in the same light as we do 
a common hen : the hen lays one egg in 26 
hours, the fish lays 10,000 in the same 
period ; but these eggs contain only the red, 
called vital ovale ;* the male fish contains in 
his body the white, or albuminous part As 
soon as the female had deposited the egg, 
or spawn, which was of a bright crimson 
colour, and was fastened to the rock by 
some strong cement, the Cock made five 
impressions with his nose in the roe, and re- 
gularly, at the end of two hours, he shifted 
from one of these dimples to another^ the 
roe changing colour every day, from rose 
colour to white, from white to a dirty white, 
and at last almost to a black colour. The 
poor fishes were so much, exhausted, that 
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thfey began to fe^d upon their yodog: 
With a hand net We tqok them out of the 
poiid^and put them ihtl;> the Oernfiatl o6ddn. 
Tht Cock' Paddfe, ' when in prime, ts i 
irioSt delicate 'niorser i the • taste VesetfthliBs 
the richest salmon. United with that of inut- 
ton : the roe. of this 6sh is most insipid. 
We believe that these fishes feed upon the 
•ftnifi,^ as it is a rare instance of ahy bein^ 
caught upon the line with torn mon bait. 
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Rata Balis, Skate or FlaM. 

These are found \ti great abundance^ 
upon our coasts, and appear to be in tbei^ 
^heet ikgrae of p«f ii^lioQ itwrtog thcf 
spring mdiriiiSi ^ . ; : , 

:oT^«a6.&r^ found 10 gr*»t ^lepiy «|K>ti but 
i^^;4Mnikg jtb« gre»t«$t p*ft pf fcb« yefir,^ 
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JLfOphius l^MC<itotiu$i, Common Angler i vulgarly 

TfaeM -ate oceanonally foiind upon fMt 
f oasts, m the moiiths of March and A{>ril. 
What welia^ ohseirved have ganetaiiy lost 
their bait and Vitv^ whicl^ is Iht ooly meaim 
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by which they get their subsistence. Seine 
few have been occasionaUy caught upon the 
fishermen's lines* They are by far the Qiost 
hideous looking fish that are to be found 
upon our coast : no person has had the re- 
solution to taste these fishes* 

Squaliis SquatinQf Angel Shark. 

These are sometimes found on our coasts, 
out they are a rare fish, 

Squalus Canicular Lester Spotted Shark, Cat 
Fish, or Bounce, vulgarly called Jplind 

We have seed some of these specie upon 
our coasts, but they are a rare fish* 

Squalus AcanthiuSf Dog Fis^hi 

These are found iti-grt^at numbers upon 
our coast during the whole of the year, but 
particularly in the letter end of summer. 
They ate caught prmcipally upoiV Account 
of theiivers, which yield a great quantity 
of excellent lamp oil. The bodies are com- 
monly sold to the farmers as dung, although 
formerly they were cured and dried upon 
the rocks : they were sold at the rate of 
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three for a half-penny. They taste like 
kippered salmon: the fresh Dog, when 
done in the pan, is similar to veal cutlet. 

Squalus Maximus, Basking Shark, vulgarly , 

called Sun Fish. 
t .... 

We have occasionally seen some speci- 
mens of these fishes upon our coast ; they 
grow to a large size, and the liver yields oil 
of an excellent quality, little inferior to the 
oil ofthe Spermaceti whale. 

■». 
Squalus Comucubus, Portugal Shark, vulgarly 

called Sheer Dog. 

We occasionally meet with a few of these 
upon our coast, but they are rather a scarce 
fish. 



Sepia Officinalis^ Ink Fish, vulgarly failed 

Hosack. 

There are numb^s of these fishes upon 
our coast : we see them driven oo shore in 
iimnbers during the heavy storms in winter; 
sbmistimes we find thenii adhering to the 
lead or sinker of the fisherman's hand \\nf^ 
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These fishes change cc^uc^instaotaneowly^ ; 
they sometimes discharge from their mouth 
a quantity of a dark iQky kind of liquor^ 
%vhich obscures their bodies : their appear- 
ance in the water is similar to a young child. 
They are not eaten in this pla,ce, but in the 
more southern latitudes, where they are of 
a larger si2e, they dre said to resemble iri 
taste the coitailfion lobster, 

Sipia Loli^af- Sia Steeve, AHktr Fifk, vulgttrly 

CttUed Fiosk, 

Arc often driven on shore by winte? 
storms ; and sometimes (but rarely) found 
swinsming in the harbour. We believe they 
ate similar in taste to the former. The cod 
lish seems to be vejry fond of it, as we find 
them often in the stomach of that fish. . 

Medusa Cruciata, Medusa- s head. Loch jLub- 

berton, or Fyke. 

•'.••' ^ .■• - ' - . ■ » 

Medusa Aurita, Sea l^etHe, called likewisf 

» ■ • ^ * 

' Ttiese are fbiind in great numbers^ driven 
]L^ff oiif shores during gaj^ pf Wmcf^ in 



Milium C^pikta, Sea J^uttgs, vulgarly called 

SeA Ribbons^ 
■ At« found is great plenty upon the sar&ce 
of the ocean during the summer months. 

Asirea Rubens, Five Fingered Siar Fish, vul-- 

garly called Corse Foot. 
Are foiind in great abundance. 

Astrea Ophiura, Double Star Fish. 
Are also found in great plenty. 

Amea Aitra, Three Fingered Star Fish. 

Much longer and smaller than the others 
and the- animal more active.~fare. 

Lumbricut Marinus, Sea Worm, vulgarly called 

Lug. 
Ate found in abundance in spots of sand 
and gravel, amongst the cliffs of rockd, in 
the bottom of the harbour, &c« They make 
excellent bait for flounders^ haddocks, and 
cod. The spawn or egg of this worm is the 
size of a ha2:el nut, pellucid, and of a light 
green colour, 

APTERA- 

Echims Marinus, Sea Hedge Hog, Sea (Ur- 
chin, or Sea Eggp vulgarly called Pine PoU 
These are found in great abundance hear 

the harbour naoutht in deep water, amongst 
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the tangle roots. Their taste resembles the 
wilk : they are not eaten by the inhabitants. 
They stain the fingers purple : the shell is 
used for ornament. 

Cancer Pargurus, Common Crab, vulgarly cal^ 

led Roddick^ Parton. 

Are found in great plenty ; they are ex- 
cellent food. 

Cancer Varigatus, Spotted Crab, vulgarly called 
Red Rider, Green Spung Piller, Mettock, 
Asict, Needf according to their state. 

These are found in great abundance all 
along our coasts. They are used as fish baitp 
but never as food . they make the best bait 
when in the piller and metlock state. 

Cancer Aranaeus, Spider Crab, vulgarly called 
Deep Sea Crab, Lobster Toad. 

These are found in abundance in lobster . 
creels: they are neither used for food nor bait 

Cancer Araene, Sand Crab. 

These differ from the other Crabs in the 
figure of their body : claws thinner, breeder, 
and more pelucid; four pincing claws in 
place of two. . » 
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Cancer Bernhardus, Bernard or Hermit Crab. 

These are found in abundance during the 
summer months, occupying the shells of the 
smaller buckies ; and large ones are caught 
upon the fishermen's lines off at sea. 

Cancer GammaruSf Lobster. 

Formerly they were caught in great'abun- 
dance, but of late they have been rather 
scarce. They have advanced in price from 
Id., to Is. each; 

Cancer Astacus, Cray FJsh. ^ 

These are to be found frequenting deep 
pool^' at low water spring tides. 



/ * 



Cancer Squilla, Shrimp, vulgarly called Sand 
■ '; i\[ ' Clapper. 

These are found ip abundance inf lake?; 
or pools» on the sands of St. Fergus. 

, ' r 

Cancer Iloiridus^ Horrid Crab. • 

These, we find occasionally in the stomach 
of a cod ; their shape resembles the spider 
erab, but the back is, beset ^ith large tub- 
ercles; which give it a very ugly appear- 
ance. 
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Patella Vulgata^ Common Limpet. 

ft 

Are found in great abundance all atong^ 
the coast They are used as bait for cod, 
haddock^ &c. . 

Mytellm Edulis, Commgn Muscle. 

Are found in great abundance off our 
heads, for many miles, in length and breadth. 
Tliey are four tinges as large as those found 
in rivers ; the flesh is redder, but the ta^te is 
similar. Very fine muscles are brought here 
from the jriver Ythan. 

Mt/tellus Margaritiffera, Pearl Muscle^ vul-- 
garly called Pearl Shell, River HHuscle^ 
Fn$k Water MuBcle^ ^ 

These are very abundant both in the 
Up^ add the Ythan; aind fbrmerly many 
valuable. psarU were bbtasned \\ h»t they 
have not been fished for to any extent for 
many years* 

• • 1 # • • 

Cardium Edulcs Common Qi)chle. 

. - * ' * " 

; A few are to be found in the south har^ 
hour. They are to be § ot in abundance ki 
the river Ythan« 
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JM[aclTa ^Sttfltorum, Simple Macira, vulgarly 

called Clam. 

A few of these are found in the south 
harbour of Peterhead. 

• * 

jHfur^ Comeus, Lang Wilk, vulgarly called 

Deep Sea Buckie. 

Are often found upon the fishermen's 
long Unes« They are used as baitfor cod. 

^Tu7bo Littoreus, Perriwinkle, vulgarly called 

Wilk. 

When boiled^ they are a delicate morsel : 
they are also used as a bait. Found in great 
plenty : shell black. 

Turbo Duplicatus, White Pyramidal Wilk. 

Very bad for food ; and fiisbes will not taste 
them. 

N. B The roe of the Wilk resembles 

Potatoe Oats. 

Lqbrus Tinea, Wrasse, vulgarly called Sea 

Swine. 

This fish is the most beautiful of all the 
finny tribe which inhabit our shofiss ; it is 

E 



.^ I 



34 



OP rrsME&^ 



stiip^ triMiBtrehely with the nkiftt brautil^il 
colours, viz. blue, gtten^ gold, and red ; and 
its tail resembles that of the peacock. The 
fish tastes very much lil^e whitiog : the^ 
weigh in general from 3 to 4 lbs. each. Jt 
n^'afaes a ikqaedkitig n^se whcft catright, 
much resembliAg^ a young pig; hence the 
Scotch n2^me• 



. -/ ■ 
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Of the Marine Fucii wp havje a, very gi'e^t 
variety. During heavy gales of wind ih 
ivinter, several thDiu^and tons are driven on 
i9bara-;WijiuaUy ; ipffeed, the (jjusto^ily is so 

gre*t« that; there ^rp. «ot in general l»pr*e? 
^4 q^rtj? awifi^ient tp oany ^ff tihe pfle h?^lf 

thai Ji driven w ?h»f^ if» dy;? tjive. A' 

considerable quantity. i$i Ij^e^^t^ise |(:^|: 4pnQg 
the summer months. We shall mention 
the nanies of a few of the fucii^ such as are 
tno6t abtindaht^ and most useful. 

Fucus Sirnalius Fr4ndt\ Serrand Fuius, 

r 

Grows near the low^wiater mark of tfafe 
tfdeo, and \% one of the i^arietitB used in 
making kelp \ it yields less kelp than nost 
of the other vapietiesb Jt is less liable i% 
decempositioB than any of the )«8t, k«n<e it 
is used to cover lobster^, and otbfir shell 
fii^, when it is willed to keep thelp dive 
for some time. 
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Fucus Veskulosus Frondi Plana^ Bladder 

Fucus, or Bobby Ware. 

In abundance. — It does not grow so far 
down as the former: it yields a greater 
quantity of kelp. 

Fucus Veskulosus Frondi Plana Dkhotoma^ 

VellotQ Bobby Ware. 

Found at half tide. The pods are fiill of a 
substance similalr to glue; it makes excfelleiit 
kelp. As a manure, it is superior to ahy 
of the former. It is used in Jura atid Skye 
as a winter food for cattle. 

Linnaeus informs us, that the inhabitants 

of Gothland, in Sweden, boil this fucus in 

« . • • 

water, and, mixing therewith a little coarse 
meal or ilour, feed their hogs with it; for 
which reason they call it Swine-tang, • ^ 

* < ^ 4 t 

: Pr« Russel found the , saponaceous liquor 
or mucus, ih the vessiels of thi^ plant, to be 
an excellent resolvent, extremely serviceable 
in resolving all scorbutic and scropbulous 
swellings of the glands : even schirrosities, 
ha say^ in women's breasts^ hive been dis- 
pelled by it* 
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Fucus Frondi Palmiatns Plana, Fucus Dulus, 



Dulse, or Dilie. 



. ♦ 

This fucus is found in considerable quan- 
titles all along our coasts, and of different 
colour^, and sizes, in' the' leaf. • The short 
purple-leaved dilseis esteemed the best ; the 
large gillard, or green-leaved dilse, appear to 
contain fully as much saccharine matter as 
the other, but they are not so tender: 
they are to be found at Craig Ewan, near 
the mouth of the Ugie. The best short 
dilse comes from Boddom and Longhayen : 
the less they are exposed to the rays of the 
sun, they taste the better. They are gene- 
rally eaten here fresh : some people roast 
them, and they eat tolerably well. The 
plan used in roasting dilse is as follows : — 
They* are put into a plate, and the lower 
ends of a pair of tongs are heated in the 
fire until they assume, a red appearance ; 
they are then squeezed with this until they 
are properly done, which is known by 
their assuming a dark olive green ap- 
pearance. > 



5B OF MAfUNB VLAKtB, 

JFueus Frondi Pabnata DigUaius, Fingntd 
Fucus, vulgarly called Carle TangUf and 
Common Small Black Tangle. 

the pthfw Wi ; i* »9 w«4 princip^Uy ^i ^ m** 

H Wfl. 1%e low^r «ij4 9f tb« iWi jte is fftH^p | 

. AMkrV NamgtrSf tuigarfy eolltd S)ia Swords, 

2ziean Tangle. 

This fviefls we 69ii sQRietifiief dr'iwNi wi 

^ftl^s^Dgle yicJi^s ^flg*r 4itt|p infefioiP Ift 
tbc sugar caiiQ, *«l jl^esiHtifijUy wfeis*. . 

F««{(f i^r«n«b' Esfiulenfui, Eatable Fvms, mi- 

garfy called Bodfler-heks, 

' * ■ 

sprio|f tjjips. This fupws is very 9w^et, 
united ^itji 9. prpall degree of astring^BCy, 
and is liked well by all dasses of ipbat^i? 
tants. 
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Fucus Sacharinus Frondi, Sugar Fucus^ or Sea 
* Belt, vulgarly called Witches. 

Is found in great abundance along the 
whole of our coast. The Icelanders make 
pottage of this fucus, when boiled in milk : 
they soak it in fresh water, and dry it, and 
produce a kind of white sugar^ which - 
ihey eat with bread and butter. Their 
dattle feed and get fat upon it, but it hurts 
, ^ the flavour of their meat. 

Fucus Fronditus Pinnatifidus, Jagged Fucus, 
vulgarly called Pepper Dilse. 

These are found growing upon a kind of 
half decomposed granite rocks, at half tide 
down. They are' excellent in the spring 
months, resembling greatly the taste of the 
common dilse, mixed with pepper; but in 
the summer and autumn months they are 
not eatable, having lost their flavour, and 
turned quit^ soft and unpleasant. 

Ulva Plana Umbilicilis, Navel haver, Sloke, 

or JSlake. 

Is found in great abundance, upon the 
rocks, near the Ugie mouth. It is used, in 
the spring months, stewed in a pot, with^ 
little butter, and is allowed to be most excel- ^ 
lent food. 
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APPENDIX. 



COPIE OF THE ORIGINALE FEU CONTRACT 

BETWEEN THM 

JEarle Marischail and the Feuars of Peterhead^ 

1593- 

At Edikburgh^ the seventh daj of October, the year of 
God one thousand six hundred and eight years — In pre- 
sence of the Lords of Council compeared Mr. William Na* 
pier, procurator* speciallie constituted for George Barl 
Markchall, Lord Keith, &c. to the efiect under-written^ on 
the one part ; and sicklike compeared Mr. Alex. Cumming, 
procurator, speciallie constituted for John Davidson, Jame» 
Walker, Gilbert Darg, Elspct Nicolson, William Hay, Gil- 
bert Bodie, William Sodie, and Andrew Gray, Burgesses of 
Keith-inch, alias Peterhead, on the other part, and gave in 
the contract under-written, desiring the same to be regis- 
trated in the books of Council, to have the strength of a de- 
creet of the Lords thereof, with ex : to pass thereupon in 
manner specified thereintill. The whilk desire the said 
liOids thought reasonable, and ordained and ordains the said 
contract to be insert and registrate in said books of Council, 
and decerns the same to have the strength of their decreet^ 
and ordains letters and ex: to be direct thereupon, in man- 
ner specified thereintill. Whereof the tenor follows : — 

At Aberdeen, the first day of June, the year of God 
one thousand five hundred and ninety-three years. It is ap- 
pointed, agreed, faithfully obliged, and finally contracted, 
betwixt the Bight Noble and Potent George Earle Maris- 
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chall, Lord Keith^ Sec. Baron of the Burgh under-wrkten^ 
for himself, and takand the burden on binr for WiUiam Lord 
Keith, his Sone, and as lawful administratOF to the said 
liVilliam, on the one part : John Davidson, liVilliam Haj^ 
Gilbert Dai*g, William Ritchj, jounger, William Bit- 
chy, elder, Jamea Walker, Hercules MfPherson, William 
fiodie, Etspet Nicolson, William AUan, James Smithy Gil- 
bert Bodie, Andrew Gray, and William Af oor, at the Shoar- 
head, Burgesses of the Keith-inch, aUms Peteijiead, on the 
other part; bindand and obligand them, their heirs, exe* 
cutors, and assigneys, successors, and posterity, htnc inde 
to others, under the pain of poynding and homing, to pass 
upon an single charge of six days, the one bnt prejudice 6f 
the other, in form, manner, »id effect as foHoTrs-: That is 
to say, for as meikle as the bmrgh of baronage pertaining to 
the said Earle heritable called Keitb-inch, aliaa Peterhead, 
lately erected be his Majesty^s dotit, and franehised with 
privilege of burgh, as the right and erection thereof pro- 
ports, cannot be sufficiently peopled and furnished with citi- 
zens, and brought to a measure and state of an honest bnrgh 
for decoration of the realm, well of navigation and profit of 
the said Earle and his foresaids, except that the tenements 
at least, and yarda thereof, be set in feu eitf^er to the pre- 
sent iohabitants of the same, or otherways to virtuous and 
skilful! traffi^uers, that will resort to the said town. It is 
therefore, and for the causes after following, speciallie con- 
tracted and agreed upon, betwixt the said parties, that the 
said Earle shall, for himself, and takand the burden on him as 
: 'said is, duly, heritably, and sufficiently, by fea charter^ con- 
taining precept of sasine in mode Titulo oneroso,* with all 
clauses necessary or prditable, but regress or veversioir, 
vest, sease, and infeft ilk ane of the said peAo&s and their 
forsaids, in the tennements and yards designet to them, res-^ 
pe6tive, be the- bounds and marches subsequent for the gras- 
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^oms mider^wFitteii, and fot yearly payment, in the time 
^^omi^g, of tbeir feu dutys, re^ctiTe, pro rato after written, 
That is t0 say, Ja^es VTall^ and Marjor j Bici^ets, hU 
spouse, aiul the heira lawfttUf gotten, ,or to be gotu^n he* 
twixt them,, wt^ failljing, the said Jaiqes, his beira or sui«- 
«^nys what80ey^9 in aU and hail the nortfaraost temiement 
and yards of the said burgh,' ^^F^^eatly occupied by hin^ ex* 
tending to thirlMn roods^ meteing the saun from north to 
fioutfa, and seren roods and an half from the eastmost march 
to tbe westmofit, bounded and xosffhet this day^ be^nand 
at ane kng stane set in the yird, at the north-eastmost nook 
of tbe said roods, and haldand therefrae lineally and di^ 
ihectly to an march cairn made this day at the north^^w^^ 
Aook, or thereby, of the said roods, and therefrae hakiand 
opttth in the east side of the king'^ eonmkon gate, to an march 
«aim set thi$ day at the sQutb*vrest nook thereof, and there^ 
frae east direct to ane other march mado this day at the south>- 
east nook of the said lands, and therefrae north in the heugh- 
head, directly to the said lang stane, where the said first 
•march fa^tide, for TwoHundreth fm^ Scot^^inoi^, isGt gras«. 
aum, to be inst^it^ paid by the said Ja^nes, &o.# and jesirly, 
in time coming ; the sum of Ten ^UUii^feu m«||r The said 
SEercnIes M^Pherson, and failing of him be decease, George 
M^Fherson/ bis son, his heirs, and assigne3nR« ^s' pay- 
ment of ane hundred marks, few grassum^ in aU and hail 
the tennement whilk he now occupies, containing six xnod3 
length, nnd three in breadtb, lyand betwixt the said 
eoraama gate at the west ; the said bank head at the east; 
the said Earless tennement, calUt tba fish-^hiMise tennement, 
at the Dcxrth ; and the tenaeinent ocnpied be Robt* talker 
at the south ; the few mail thereof to be yearly Ten $hU« 
Unga. ' The said Wm. Ritchy, eJder, and Jannet Ander* 
son, his ^ouse, and failling of them be decease, the heirs of 
the said William in the two parts, and the heirs of the s^id 
Jannet Anderson, olms Slaycarle, in the third ]part, and 






G8 APPENDIX. 






two teanements of lana^ containing twbBre roo^s in lengthy 
and six in breadth, whilk shall be divided betwixt the said 
heirs hy the Provost, Bs&iIlies,''';Sfl||' Coonctl of the said 
bnrgh, lyand betwixt the tenneittents possest hy Robert 
Walker at the north, Wm. Moor^s tennement at the south, 
the sadd comon gate at the west, and road whiH^ gangs along 
the said bray at the east ; the grassmn thereof Two Hun- 
dred pounds, and Twenty shillings of fev^ mail, to be paid 
yearly in time coming. The said WOliam Moor^ and hi^ 
foresaids, for Four fiondred merkd, few grassnm. in ^1 
and hal: two tennements of land where he dweU^ extending' 
to twelve roods in le'!gth, and six in breadth, lyand betwijtt 
Wm. Ritchy, his tennement at the north, Gilbert Allari^' 
dwelling a* t'e south, the said common gate at the west, 
and Banki-head rood at the east ; the few mail thereof 
Twenty shilling. The said Wm. Bodie in all and baill an 
tennement and yards, containing six roods in length, and 
three in breadth, lyand 'twixt the dwelling of James Innes 
at the north, the ittcrmost part of the south wall of the 
dwelling of Umq. Marjory Greig at the south, the eommon 
gate at the west, the Bank-head fottd at the e^st ; the gras* 
sum Two Hundred merks, and the few mail yearly Ten 
shilling. The said FJspet Nicolson, and her foresaids, in 
all and hail an tenemeftt occupied by Iter at the back of 
John Gray's hoose at the east, the liorthmost nook of her 
own kilnbarn assindand np as the tenement market to Jas. 
Bbmctt passes at the said common gate, at the west ; and 
King^s gate pa^sand down to the south,* as the samen is 
marchit and propit this day, extending in Jength and breadth , 
as said is; the grassuM y*'of Two Hundred marks, the few 
Tuail yearly thereof Ten shilling. The said William Al- 
len, and his aforesaids, an haf tennement, presently oeca. 
pied by John Gray, extending to three roods in length, and 
three in breadth, lyand betwixt the said Elspet Nicolson's 
tennement and bouse^ at the north and we^t parts, the king's 
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gate. at the. sovtb^and bank-bead road at y« east ; the few 
^rasiom yof Ane Hundred merkis^and a few mail of Five 
shilliog. The saxSi ^^ffimss Smith, an tennemeiit containing 
Bi% ipods in lengthy an^. three in breadth^ presently occu- 
pied by Christ" Watson, having the king's c«mjnon gate oii 
y^ north, .aad marchit in all the remanent parts y^of with 
cairns of stons this day ; the grasaum y'^of Two Hundred 
merits, y^ yearly few mail Ten shillings. .The said Wm, 
Ritchy, jr. and Jannet Allan^ his spouse, and heirs lawful 
gotten, or to. be gotten betwixt them, whilks faillying, jthe 
said Wllliflm, his heirs and assigneys quhatsoever, an balf 
teimement of land, lyand under the bray, extending, as is 
daid, lying betwixt the house of John Hutcheson at the 
south, James Bodie's, and march cairns at the west, and th^ 
house where the said Wm. dwells. at the north ; thegrassum 
One Hundred . merks, and Ten shillings Jew mail. The 
said William Hasy, and Marjory Allan, his spouse, the hdrs 
lawfully gotten, or to be gotten betwixt them, whilks fail- 
ling, the said William, his heirs aad assign whatsomeyer, in 
all and haill an tennement of land presently occupied by 
them, containing six roods in length, and thriee in breadth, 
lyand betwixt the king's high gate at the south, the house 
occupied by James Smith at the east, the march earns set 
this day at the north and west parts ; the grassum y'of 
Two Hundred merks, and yearly few mail Ten shillings. 
The said Gilbert Bodie, in all and haill an tennement and 
an half of land, being now his dwelling, lyand betwixt the 
kirkbum at y^ soutli, the conunon gate at the north, march 
cairn set this day at the west, and back of James Bodie's 
house of the east ; the few grassum y^of Two Hundred 
pounds, and yearly few mail Fifteen shilling. The said 
Gilbert Darg;, and Elice Killo, his spouse, and yi*« heirs 
lawfully gotten, or to be gotten betwixt them, whilks fail* 
lying, the said Gilbert, his heirs, assigneys, whatsoever^ in 
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aU ftnd haiU n tenneiiiciit oecupted by Bobt* Walk«^, «x^ 
tending to six roods in length, and three in breadth, with 
tiie aittir lying betn^ixt the tetmeBunt of Heireulefl M*Fh«r« 
eon el the north, the buids of Wn. Ritchy aty^ sooth, th» 
king^A c0BiiM» gate at the west, and the said baok.head at 
y« east ; the grassom yot Two Hwabed neika, the few 
oittill yearly Ten shiliieg. The sdd John Davidson, and 
Barbra Murray, his spouse, aad the heirs bwfiilly gotten, 
or to bb gotten betwixt them, whilks failling, the said 
John, his heir qnhstsomever, in ail and haili an tenaemaiife 
of land, containing six roods ia length, and three in beeadth^ 
lyand next Andrew Gray's tennemeat at the east, as the 
eamin is and shall be meathed and marehed with pro^ aad 
tearch cairns ; the few grassnm y''of being Two Hmidred 
merkfl, and the few maili Ten shilling. And said An<p 
tdrew Gray, and Jannet Anderson, his spouse, aad the 
heirs fa^wfally gotten, or to be gotten betwixt them, whilka 
faitHng, the*said Andrew, his heirs and a8signe5re qohatsoever, 
in all and haill an tenement of land occopied by him, which 
extends as it is presently mairkit, to nine loods in length, 
large, and six in breadth, and some mair, lyand hetxmt 
the king's gate at the north, the eastnM>st dyke of his own 
yard at the east, the said John Davidson his tennements 
and lands at the west, and march cairns set aad to be set 
this day at the sooth ; the few grasBum thereof Three HmN 
dred merks, and fe%v raaiU yearly Tea shilling ; and wlalks 
teanement, lands, and yards, ^the said George Earle IVIaiis* 
ehall, for himself, and iaekand burden on him as said is, 
obliges him and his foresaids, to warrand to ilk ane of the 
said persons, and their foresaids, heritably, but regress or 
reversion, and free of all wards, reliefs, non«entrys, for^ ^ 
faolters, recognitibns, reclainungs, disclamations, evic* . 
ttons, conjdnct lies, lady's tierces, (a rents, lyfe rents, seas# 
lags, pobliek and privite tacks, long or diort inhibitions, 
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iaterdietions, other burdens, accideats, perills, and incoa-' 
ve&i^BLces whatsoever, als well publick as private, namit ^ 
unnamit), excejrt the few ixxtjs respective afor mentioned^ 
and ojr'^ burgage dutys after foUbwiug, wbilks shall b^ 
yeariy performed to the said £arle aad his foresaids, as if 
tlie .saka were speciaUie ingrossit aud expressit io every aae 
oi t\mt iiifeftmeuts. And for the saids Fewares better sg^ 
Guritj auent there tennements and lauds respective supramen* 
tiosate; the said JEarle obliges him aad his foresaids to cause 
an sdBcient secuxitj ajid declaration be pronouncit befoi:^ 
the Xiords of Session, be virtue of whilks it is and shall bf 
made profitable, and for the well of tlie said Wra. I^ord 
Keith, aad bause of MaxiscbaQ, that the said hot^ses, tennei*- 
ments, and yards, ia, and shall be fewit for y^ dutys co^«- 
taidit in this present contract. 

And forder, shall infeft them and thdLr foresaids in j^eeial 
waarrandice of their yards and lands respective pn^rtionaUy^ 
et pto rato, as said is, in all and haiU the half knds of Pe^ 
tethead, half Grange, half Raehill, half Clarkhill, half 
Bhfcckhouse, whilk app^tained beipre to Marion Hog, and 
now i^pertains to the said Earle, lyand in the pai^ish of 
P^emgie, and sheriffdom of Aberdeen. 

And atckli^e^ in all and haill the town and lands of Xiy- 
doeh of Skeen, and Easter Carny, lyand in 3?^ parish of 
Skeen, and sh^ffdom forsaid, whilk the said £arle has 
redeemed, or shall redeem, from Thos. Fraser of Torries, 
in whose bands the sameu is presently in woodsett, wader 
reversion of the sum of — «>— be the few grassum to be pud 
to him by the saids fewars > and every fewar above-men^ 
tioaed shall have leve to cast peats ane day within the moss 
' of the said burgh, as coms to four spades one <lay, for ilk 
teanemeat yearly, and the rest of the pestts to be casten in 
the moss called Meg's mojss ; in the whilk moss, called 
Meg's OM>ss, the fewars shall h^^ve sufficient laag^ spaces of 
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breadth, as the samen may be maist evensIiiBi, jand connDO- 
dionslj had, with liberty of feal and divot, and T^oounoii pas- 
turage, in the said moss, in manner nsit ai^d ivont ; bat it 
shall not be leisome nae ways to any of the fewars or bur^ 
gesses of the said burgh above-written to sell any part or 
portion <^ their tenement of land forsaids, to any person or 
persons, without y^ special consent and assent of y^ said 
£aiie, and his fqrsaids. 

And every one of the fewars forsaids shall have freedona 
and liberty as bai^gess mthin the said burgh, to have and 
eise all kind of traffiquing leisome to burgesses in burghs of 
baronage; and no others, to use any kind of trafBque, 
bruing, baking, or other kind of handling, within y^ said 
burgh, but only the fewars, and sick as shall have the. said 
X!arle and his forsaids special- license and privilege thereto. 
For gtiiding and ruling the whilk burgh, y^ «aid £arle 
and his forsaids shall elect, nominate, and choise Baillies, 
Clarks, and oy<^ officers, necessary and meet for ye govern^- 
ment of y^ samen, out of the indwdlers and fewars of tlie 
said burgh, actually indwellers for y^ time, the said li^le 
and his forsaids always remaining Provost, or Old Baillie 
y^of. The said £arle shall sicklike receive y*^ heirs of any 
ane of y<^ said fewars that shall happen to inlake^ in their 
fathers' place, and to y^ lands and tennenients respective, su- 
pra mentionate, tlie entrand heir payand for his entry, an 
angel noble, with dutys yearly after his' eutry, as is and 
ishall be contained in this present contract, and y^ eldest 
son to be as a free bargess, being enterit to his father's few 
w^ freedom as his father had of before, payand only to y^ said 
Earle for his ft-eedom, an purse, with five dhilUog and six. 
pennies y^ in ; and nae others but fewars to be bui^ss or 
free men within the said bilrgh, without y^ said Sarle and - 
bis forsaids specific privilege, as said is. 

For the whilks causes, the said fewars, and burgess of 
y^ said burgh of baronage, oblige them and their forsaids^ 
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leally and truly, be the faith and truth of their bodies, to 
serve the said Earle, or his forsaids, Earles of Marischall, 
in their persons and service^ stents, taxations, and impo<i> 
sitions,*aa becomes the inhabitants of borgh&of baronage, 
and to depend on nane other under his Majesty. 

And every ane of them shall have an boat for whyte fish<« 
ingy of the whilks the said Eaxle and' his forsaids shall have 
the tynd fishing, the said Earle and his forsaids giving to 
the fishers reasonable fisher lands and reasonable duty ; and 
sick as happen to pa^s to farr fishings, the said Earle and 
Lis fprsaids shall have sick tynd yrof as the inhabitants of 
Anstruter pays. And hpw soon the number of the fevpars shall 
happen to mount to thirty persons,, the burgess above^ 
written obliges them and their forsaids to contribute pro* 
portionally, et pro rata, to the building of a tolbooth with- 
in the said burgh, with two hundred merks, or then to pay 
their part of the said sum to the said Earle; for building 
of y*^ same. 

And every one of the fewars above-written obliges them 
and their forsaids to build On the ground of their tennements 
before specifyed, within the space of seven years after y® 
date hereof, ane sufficient stane sclatit house^ t\y^f0^^$iil!p 
foot of length, and sixteen in breadth, in sick p}ace*y*^f ;a¥»t 
shaU be found most comely for the decoration of y^ said 
burgh, and faillying y'of, ilk year thereafter shall pay to 
the said Earle and his forsaids forty shilling feu, while 
they bigg the said house. 

And forther, the said Earle obliges him and his forsaids 
to warrand sick freedom of burgh to the said fewars, as 
any burgess of burgh of baronage has customable withiu 
this realm, and build and erect an bulwark in the mouth 
of y** haven, called Port Henry, of easment of their seafaring 
veshells, and shall accomplish the same within half an year^ 
^fiev that he hath received the grassums of twenty tenqe^ 
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ments ; and it is always agreed betwixt the saads partys, tkat 
the said £ade shall ha^e the anchorage and dae castoms of 
all out lanl resofters withiii the said waters and haV^s, sjss^ 
tte^ and every veshall briagand timber within the said 
bargh shall be ^ewi^^itnd stockit of sick wares sis coAiea 
by strangers, withia' y* same, sae fiurr as deoessary f<Mr his 
own a»d his fotsaids use^ upon the irst price, as the same 
happens to beboisght be the bttrgea^ of the said bargh. 

Aad forther> that the said Earle and his forsaids shall 
yearly have aae lading as the necessity of his advise i^all 
haj^ien to reqaair, of every ^ip or boat witUa the said 
burgh, be turns sonth or north, as the sud Earle and his 
forsa^ shall think expedient. The boats aerie free, and 
y« aaid Esurle and his forsaids 'only payand the mariner'^ 
costs and wages. And the forsaids hatU fewars obliges thetii 
md their forsaids to give their own personal service and 
concurrence to the erecting the said bidwaurk, with aikea 
timber, extending in number, as is containit in an letter^ 
sub^ with the hands of sick <^ them as are presently part- 
ners of boats or ships, and remanent of the said-fewars' 
obliges them and their forsaids to give' aiken tirab^ for 
building CM* upholding of the bulwark proprnticmaily ; and, 
pto rata, and accordiag to their fens, how soon it happens any 
of them respective to become partners of seafaiing veshells, 
, meet for the iubringing of timber, and the haill fen^ars 
s^ve specified shall always concur with their personal ser» 
vice for upholding of the said bulwark, being once built als 
wdl as in erecting of the same. And it is always agreed 
betwixt the said parties, that the fewars above specified, 
and other fewars and burgesses made within the said bnr^, 
shall have commonty and pasturage in the Ronheads, at the 
north end of the said town^ in the piece land whilk was oc- 
cupied be Andrew Keith, in Oidmaad^ aii|^ pieces oflaad 
betwixt the said town and the ■' ^ i i except £eith.iAcii, 
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but nae wajes to have liberty to cast turfs^ feal^ or divots, 
thereupon. . 

Nought obstant of the whilk commontj, it shaJU be leisome 

to the said Earle aud his forsaids to set new feus, teAU^ 

menta, or yards, upou sick place or places thereof as shall 

be found commodious, for the decoration aud augmentation 

of the said burgh, a3 often as they shall think expedient ; 

but it shall be nae ways leisome to the said Earle or his 

forsaids to give liberty to any person to cast peats in the 

said moss of Peteiiiead, but only to fewars that is ^r shall 

be burgees iu the said town. 

And in number of spades, as above-written, pro rata al- 
linarly, according to their tennements, cprnptand for ilk 
tennements of six roods of lengthy and three in breadth; and 
albeit it be above expressit, that nane of the said fewars 
shall sell, without consent of the said Earle, any part of 
their said tennements^ yet he binds and obliges him and his 
fbrsaids to give their consent to sick alination as any of the 
said burgess shall happen to make in favours of actual in- 
dwellers within the said burgh, aod burgesses y^of^ the 
intrant tennant doubland the few duty at his entry ; and 
forder, payand to the said £arl^ and his forsaids an roise 
noble. Providing always, that it shall not be leisome to 
any of them to resign any less than the half of th^ tenue- 
ihent designed to them, in manner above specified, without 
the said Earle and his forsaids preceeding consent had there- 
to. And" the said Earle obliges him and his forsaids, that 
whensoever it ^hall hajqpen hi|n or them to erect and feu 
any tennem^it or yards within the precinct and commonty 
of the said burgh, that the same shall be erectit in the places 
most ewest^ eontigue, and commodious, for the dec(»ratioR 
of the said burgh, and sett or semit to sell, and shall be 
tionest neighbours of the same. 
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And for the more security, both the said partys are cou-- 
tent, and consent that these presents be insert and registrate 
in the Book of oiur Soveraig^ Lords Session, Books of Se* 
cret Council, or Commissary Books of Aberdeen, and have 
the strength of an act, and judicial decreet of the same, that 
exe** may pass thereon in manner forsaid ; and to ^faat ef^ 
feet mkcks, constitutes, and ordains Mr. li^'illiam Naiper, 
Mr. Alex. Cuming, Advocates, &c. ilk t)ne of theni, 
conjunctly and severally, their very lawful irrevoca,ble un^ 
doubit Procurators, in Uberiori constitutionis fonpa, tQ-hold 
firm and stable. In witness whereof baith the said partya 
has sub^ thir presents, as after follows, day, year, and 
place forsaids, before thir witness, Mr. Gilbert. JCeith in 
Anquhorsk, Wm. Gaidner, David Kempt, and Mr. Thos. 
Gordon. Sic subscribitur, Makischall ; John David- 
son, Jas. Walker, Gilbert Darg, Elspet' Nicolson, Williai]! 
Hay, Gilbert Bodie, fewars of Keith-inch, alias Peter- 
head, with our hands at the pen, led by the C<^n-notars un- 
4er-written, at our command, because \ve cannot write our- 
^Ivts. Ita est Mr. Thos. Gordon, Con-notarius publicus z.jS^ 
prsemissa, de speciali mandate, dictarum person arum scribe^l 1 

nessientium ut asseruerunt, ad hoc manu propria rogatns^t ' 

* • . 

requisitus. Ita est etiam Willielmus Gardner, nqtarius pub- 
* licus, in premissis rOgatus et requisitns, testor manu propria 
mea. 

VViLLiAM BoBiE, with my hand. 

Andrew Ghay, with my hand. 

Mr. Gilbert Keith, Witness. 

Extractnm de Libro actorum per nie. Sic Subscribitur, 

JoANiTES Skeine, Ci. Beg, 
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COMMISSION. 
JEarle Marischail to the BailUes of Peterhead. ; 

1711. 

, We, William, Earl Marischail of Scotland, Lord Keith, 
and Altrie, Siiperiour of the town and burgh of Peterhead, 
do nominate and appoynt Alexander Cruikshank, James 
Whyte, and Thomas Arbuthnott, Baillies of the said town, 
«ind do command and require all the inhabitants within the 
said town and barouie of Peterhead to give due reispect, 
obedience, and assistslnce ko the said Baillies, as our repre- 
sentatives in the place, under penalties contained in the 
Acts of Psrrlement, and Acts of the said Town Courts made 
thereanent : We Iike\^ise nominate and appoynt James 
Paris, Treasurer and Dean of Guild ; Jearome Spence^ 
Clark ; William Thomsone, skipper, Alex. Dunbar,' John 
Thomson, merchant, Alex. Arbuthnott, Andrew Smith, 
Alex. Bissott, and Alex, fraser, i^kippers. Counsellors ; to 
metJt, and the said Baillies, once every month, or oftener, 
as the said BaiUies shall think fit, under the penaltie con- 
tained in the Court books of the said town. And that none 
pretend ignorance, we or4ain these presents to be insert and 
registrate.in the Court books of the said town: We also 
impower the said BaiUies to nominate Fiscal and OfEcers as 
they shall think fit and convenient. The said Thomas Ar^ 
buthnott and James Whyte being hereby obliged to hold 
Courts every Saturday, together, or per Vices, whereof we 
exoner the said Alex. Cruickshank, except when his health 
and circumstances can allow. 

Given ttnder our hand, at Inverugie^ the fourth day of 
Hecemher^ seventeen hundred and eleven years, 



(Stgne4)_ Marischall. 
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Wc, George, Eaite MsmelM, &c. do herebj| r 
approve, and confirm the above Commission, in all tlie 
and parts thereof. « .In testimonie vrhereof we have subscrib- 
ed these presents at Inverugie, the second day of February, 
seventeen hundred and thirteen years. 

(Signed) MAKISCHAZ.L. 
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STAT£ OF THB HARBOUR OF PETERHEAI), 

1735. 

fl1WMni«|l.i.TIO|l OF TKC >Qr4I. W».XN P9lt A 0«l<TMB«Tm« 

In tie General Conveniioti of Bogui Bw^k^ of ScoU 
landj iolden at the Burgh of EdMurgh, upon the 
fifth day of Jufy^ one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty^five yearsr hy the Commmwners therein 
conveened: 

Tbe which day theie was presented to the Convention, 
a petition from the Governors of the Alerehants* Maiden 
< Hospital of Edinburgh, superiors of the town of Petarhead, 
.&r themselves, and in name and behalf of the inhabitants 6f 
the said town, shewing. That the harbours of Peterhead 
are nataraUy the best situated for the aceommo^tton of 
diippiflgy and conveuiency of trade and navigation, of any 
on the eastern coast of Scotland^ were they in such condi- 
tion as to receive ships of burden^ or sueh ships in safety 
. after they are got in, which' they are not, in stormy wea- 
ther, especially from the east, in their present condition. 
The harbours being so shaken by the violence of the storms 
thes« several winters paat^ th^t the great south pier has 
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-with much dffilcalty and expedce been btthetto j^^esertcsd; 
and which., foy making an addition to the said sonth pier of 
iiboat fifty foot to the westward, and bk»wing up the rocks 
within the harbonr, would be capable of receiviog ships of 
bairden, and containing a great number of shipd with absolute 
safety, and thereby render them of universal ben^t to 
trade and navigation in general, as wdl as advai^Ageons t» 
the place. That these harbours were, and are still of ex» 
traordinary use and advantage to all ships sailiif^ on the 
north coast^ as well as trading to and fi^om the remotes); 
pacts, particularly in times of storm and tempest ; and more 
e^ecialiy against the insults and hazards of French diips of 
war, and privateers, with which these seas were much in- 
fested during the war, and ho doubt would still be on the 
like occasion, which put the inhabitants to vast cba^esy 
not only in maintaining the harbours and bulwarks, but al*. 
430 by keeping ecmstant guards, with cannon, arms, and am- 
-munition, for defence of ships as came into them, as well 
as of the town and adjacent country : neither are those har- 
bours of less consequence in time of peace, especially after 
a great run of herrings in the firths, it being notour, that 
ships coming from the B$dtick and eastern coasts, and mak- 
ing the shore with westerly winds, can fetch the harbour of 
Peterhead, when they can take no other port in Britain ; 
on which occasions the harbours are so crowded with ships, 
that vessels coming into the bay have frequently been forced 
to put to sea again, for want of a clear birth in the haiv. 
bonr, as was the <;ase of Thomas (yousens of Alloway^ anno 
1720, who, for want of room in the hai'bour, was forced to 
sea, and never mor^ heard of. Several other instances of 
this kind might be brought, as well as arguments, to prove 
the general use and benefit of these harbours, which the pe- 
titioners conceived to be unnecessary to trouble the Honour- 
able Convention with, whom they know not be unacquainted 
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with them : Only they beg leave to notice, that upon sncli 
considerations as are aibove set forth, the deoeast WiUiam, 
£arl MarischaU, obtained an act c^ the Privy Cooncil of 
Scotland for a voluntary ccmtribution, to be collected withia 
all the parish churches of the three liothians, and be north 
Forth, in the year one thousand seven hundred and five ; as 
did likewise the petitioners, from tlie Honourable Convea-*- 
ti(Hi, for a ^olant£u*y contribution through all the royal 
burghs of Scotland, in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and twenty nine; neither of which ever took effect, the 
first being soon followed by the Earl's deatli, and the other 
frustrated by a difSsrence that happened betw;een the peti-* 
tioners, the superior^, and the feuars of Peterhead, arising 
from some circumstancas, both too tedious and improper to 
be here mentioned, which is now happily removed: but 
then as the petitioners are sensible of the disadvantages they 
■would labour under, should they begin now to set about the 
execution of an act or warrant of so old a date, they hum- 
bly presumed to apply to have it removed, by an act of tiie 
Honourable Convention, and begged leave shortly to infona 
them, that the fund for support of those harbours, arising 
only from some petty customs and shore dues, is so small, 
that all the credit they could raise upon it, and for which it 
«tandsi mortgaged for tliree years, with the assistance of the 
iiiliabitants, who contributed -to the ntmost of their power-, 
for support of the harbours, as well knowing, that, should 
they go to ruin, the town must be deserted of course, which 
(if not speedily prevented, was too likely to be its fate) was 
not sufficient to raise a bulwark, which was absolutely ne- 
cessary for defence of the soutll pier, and which, not being 
'finished, was entirely demolished by the great stonn from 
tiie east that happened in the end of September and begin- 
ning of October last* Craving that it might therefore please 
' the Honourable Convention to tuke the premidc^i to serious 



AfPENBlX, 81 

<^iisideratioQy dud to grant the petitioners a warrant and 
recommendation vfc»r a yoluntsury oontribotioii through all the 
toyal burghs of Scotlflind, foor the support of, and making 
the necessary additions to the said harbours^ in such man« 
ii^^ and upoii giving such security €is to thent should $eem 
proper, as the petition bear^. 

Which being considered by the Cont^ntiotiy and they 
being satisfied that the said harbour is in the t^d condition 
tepresented in the petition, andhdw useful it would be to 
all ships trading ti> the ncvrth, were it put in repair, do 
therefore eaniestly recommend to all the burghs of Scotland 
to contribute their assistance towards the repairiiig the said 
harbour^ by' collecting voluntary contributions within their 
deveiral burghs^ in such it manner as the Magistrates shall 
think proper ; and^pojnt the said c6ll6ctioiis to be sent 
up, and j^d in to William Tod, juu. merchant in £din« 
burgh^ and present treasurer to the said Hospital, to be ap- 
plied for the reparation of the said, harbour^ at the direction 

of the governors of the s^4B<^pi^A'* 

^Extracted forth of the Records of the Cbn^htion^ by m«^ 

George Home of Kello, General Clerk to the Burghs, 

(Signed) (atOK(it HdME. 
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Cbp^i Attestdtiori by the Shipmaster^ of Leith, 

IN VAVOUR Off THB 

HARBOUR OF PETERHEAD. 

We subscribing, all Shipmasters in Ldttb, do hereby at^^ 
test and declare, that the harbour of Peterhead is, in our 
opinion^ the best situate of any place in Scotland for all ships 
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tfuding ift the noflrtli seas ; aad^ if nfairedaadimprovaa as 
it migfat^ aod as ifl proposed bj the 'iBhahitaats, confiMraa to 
^ plao aeen by os^ maaj ships trading ia those seas miglit 
be preserred that are cast awajr. 

That severak of as have got that harbour when we could 
preserve ourselves in no other place* 

That it coosbta with severals of ua, the subscnbera, our 
own proper knowledge^ that maay EjsgUsh ahipa^ and othen^ 
who have been drove^ by bad weather, past the whole coast 
of England^ hanre been {^reserved by Uiat harbour^ when 
they eonld get no where else, it being the eaalmost point of 
the coast of Scotland. And further, that to the great grief 
and concern of aeverala of us, we have known ships been 
obliged to put to sea^ for want of rootn ia that harbour, 
(whick at present can only contain about twelve ships} ; 
some of which ships, that have been so obliged to put to soa^ 
have never been Jieard of» 

Upon tke whole, we the subscribers are so sennble of 
what universal use that harbour, if enlarged and rqnaired as 
it might, would be, and how conducive to the preservation 
of many lives, as well as slups and cargoes, and of the 
great benefit that would thereby accuse to all trading people 
in general, that we, as a society, have unanimously agreed 
to give a certain sum out of the funds of the society, besides 
a voluntary contribution out of our own private pockets, 
according to our ability, in order to enable the inhabitants 
of Peterhead to carry on such a charitable and laudsJble uu- 
dertakihg. And we do further, from a sense of what consi- 
derable fund will be necessary for carrying on that work, 
and of the absolute necessity of doing it, recommend them 
to the charity of all trading people, and others, who have 
the safety of seafaring people's lives;, and the benefit of 
trade, at heart, to assist them in carrying on such a cbari* 
table and necessary work« In testimony whcresf we have 
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subacril>ed t^ess.pivsei^ts^ at the TiiaityrhQUde of Lrith, th« 
•txth ol| FdbrQairj, one tboosaud seireii fanodred and thirty* 
eight y^ars. 

Signed by the following; Shipmasters, viz,:— 



JDtwid Deas 
James Mbrtion 
WiSB&mBackop 
George Steet 
tfMmm Wtghtman 
JokH Huttm 
Pt^rufk Haltd/iff 
John. Youitg 
Mugnm Viidconar 
John Hkrioi 
Ardhihald Edmunston 
Hugh Drndas 



Andrew Pottler 
Witlmm DoBas 
Cdtn tampbeif 
James Sedman 
AlexaMer Thd 
WHliatn Hunter 
ttobert Innes 
Robert M^Kenttve 
John JBronfH 
Edttard Fouler 
*t%om€cs Chrjfstie 

Ro, OswAi-ai), if.Pp 
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Copy^ Declaration hy the Merchants of Edinburgh 

llVENT TAE 

HARBOURS OF PETERHEAD. 

1 

We subscribing, having seen an act of the rpy;al burghs 
in the year \73b^ obtained by the Merchant Maiden Hos* 
pital of Edinburgh, for a voluntary contribution to be col- 
lected through alD the burghs of Scotland, for 8u|SportiBg 
and repairing the harbour of Peterhead ; and whereas we 
are very seusible that the resSons set furth in this^pcititioiiy 
upon which the act was obtained, aift true^ and deserve x^ 
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gard fi'om trety "person who has anjconceni in trade' (h^ 
shipping; and as we are of opinion that a deoiaration frDHOi 
us, who are known to the usefidness and benefit which th^ 
reparation of the harbour of Peterhead may and will be to 
trade in general, will be of some consequence in promoting 
so necessary and charitable a work^ and will procure con* 
tributions in a more }iberal way from all trading and sea- 
faring people, we do therefore, by these, fittest the neces- 
sity of repairing the harbour of Peterhead by a voluntary 
contribution, and do recommend the saipe to all concerned, 
as tending not only to the benefit of this nation, but of all 
those who have occasion to trade in the north seas. And 
this we.do with the greater readiness, that weiiave bad 
many sensible, though mdancholy proofs of the civility and 
kindness of the inhabitants of Peterhead to the crews of 
such vessels as have had t^e misfortune to be stranded near 
that place ; and, in particular, to the Rachael and Mary of 
X<eith, William Hunter, master, which has been gratefully- 
acknowledged in the public prints, by those concerned ; 
which misfortune might have been^ and many others may 
be prevented, were the harbour in such a condition as the 
inhabitants do now propose, which they are unable to do of 
themselves, without the chsirity of well-^dispos^d people^ 

Edinburgh, February l?th, 1838. — (Sic. sub.) 

Archibald Bidfour Al^xamder Mhckwooi 

Thomas Fair holme Thomas AUan 

At 

Thomas Gardiner George Dunbar 

William Millar Jameis Gof^don 

■UiAert Bull Alexai^der Sharp 

John Gordon Patrick Craavjord 

Bobert Hundas • Hugh Clerk 

Archibald S^teuart • John Coutis * 

James Cotquhoun 9 James Stet^rt 
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William Mexander John Haliburfofi 

Patrick Craigie James Blfi^ 

Mark Sandilands Alexander ArbutlinbU 

Jflebert Baillic William Hog 

« 

Ro. Oswald, N.P^ 



Copy^ Act of Toum-Council of Edinburgh^ 



IV VAXGVK OF THB 



HARBOUR OF PETERHEAD, FOR ^ VOLUNTAEY CONy 

TRIBUTION. 

At EpiKBVRGH^ the fifteenth day of February, one 
thousand seven hundred and thhtj-eight years.— The Lord 
Provost, Magistrates, ^and Council, with the Deacons of 
Crafts, Ordinary and ^Extraordinary, in Council assembled^ 
A Petition by the Governors of the Merchant Maiden Hos-- 
pital, and Mary Erskine, superiors of the town of Peter- 
head, in behalf of the said town, was read, setting furth^, 
That in the year one thousand seven hundred and thirty-five, 
the petitioners obtained an act of the Convention of the 
Royal Burghs for a voluntary contribution, to be collected 
through all the royal bui^fas of Scotland^ for support of the 
harbours of Peterhead, and for the reasons set furth in their 
petition to the said Convention, ingrost in tfifeir act pro- 
duced, and to which they referred. And as for several 
good reasons, the example of this city might be of singular 
advantage to the petitioners in promoting so charitable and 
laudable a design^ and at the same time of such universai 
^benefit to trade in general, now ths^t commissioners were 
come to this city, who have genero^y and chearfuUy un« 
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dortaken to nake a tour through the kingdom for that pur- 
pose. Prayings therefore, that a contribution might be ap*. 
pointed to be made within this city, in snch manner as to 
ihe Honourable Conneil should seem most effectual, as the 
said petition, signed George Millar, preses, bears. The 
said Ijosd Provost, Mag^istrates, and Council, with the ssdd 
Deacons of Crafls, haying considered the said petition, with 
an act of the General Convention oFthe Royal Burghs, 
Jnljy one thousand serea hundred and thirty-five, and a 
decl^mtion by several brer^aDts, and an att<Ji»tatioB by the 
shipmasters of Leith, certifying the great usefulness of the 
harbour of Peterhead, and the great necessity for the repa* 
xatioB thereof^ did mianimonsly resolve and appcHnt, that, in 
aid oi the aforesaid repairation, a voluntary contribution be 
made from the citizens and inhabitants of this city, suburbs, 
and privileges thereof, to be ingathered by such persons as 
shall be thereto appointed by the said Master and • Gover- 
.nors, at such time as shaS hereafter be appointed by the 
Council ; and that, on the Lord's day immediately j^r^ced- 
mg thereto, nodfication thereof be made by the ministers 
from the jpulpits, with suitable exhortations, to dispose every 
j^erson to contribute liberally to so good and useful a T#Otk. 

■ 

Bxtracted^ 

(S«t Sub.) Geo. Irving. 

Peteiii^ad, eighth day of August, one thoasand ^venhun-* 
<tred and thirty-eight years — The above are just copies of 
the prklcip^s^ and attested by me, Rob^ Oswald, N#ttar 
PnbHffc in Peterhead. 

(Sftgnei) Ro. Oswald^ N,P» 
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FOR THE SATISFACTION OF THE CONTRIBUTORS 

IS ADDBD, 

Am AQC&mi of the ftrogrtss of the Work i with a general 
charge Bf what is already done for ten years pasi^ uiik 
what yet remains indispensably necessary fo be done^ for 
rendering the south harbour safe and accessible. 

The improvements are as follows : — 

• 

1 — i^Several additions built to the ^at soutli pier, about 
€0 feet.long^ and 30 feet high, with a buttress, at the south- 
west corner^ with a number of great rocks laid at the back 
of it. 

2.— The channel widened to 90 feet, with a great many 
^ocks dug out of the bason of the harbour. 

3.— A pier built on the north side for the conveniencj of 
fixing pauls ; all which^ with the charge of a lighter, tuns, 
fixing a cran on the pier head for heaving up stones from the 
channel, (being frequently much damaged by winter storms), 
and other necessary instruments for the work, by the trea- 
surer's accompts, amounts to above £.450 sterling, for ad- 
vancing £.200 whereof thefeuars have been obliged to grant 
their private securities, until they can be reimbursed out of 
the public fund. 

4. — A pier on the west side, begun anno 1738, the foun- 
dation whereof is 400 feet long, one third whereof is finished. 
The Qharge of this year'& work, being aboi^ £..200 sterling, 
is mostly cleared bj the voluntary contributions of Aber- 
deen, and the other northern burghs betwixt that and In* 
vemeas* 

The above boing a state of the harbour as it presently 
ftands, it remains to^ show what is flflispensably necessauy 
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to be done for Tendering the south harbour safe and acces- 
sible. 

1— The west pier is to be finished in the same manner 
as begun. 

2— That all the rocks within the pief* heads be blown up^ 
dug out, and carried away. 

3.-^That the passage the sea now makjes betwixt the 
town and Keith-inch be entirely closed up, which is to be 
done with the stones and rubbish taken out of the bottom 
of the harbour. 

4. — That the carrying of rocks with the tuns and lighter 
be continued at the back of the south pier, until such u 
quantity is laid down as will render the pier fencible against 
the sea, in iall weathers. 

5. — A beacon of iron to be placed on the west rocks, at 
the entry^of the harbour. 

When all is completed, the harbour will be accessible in 
•very bad weather, and may contain from sixty to eighty sail 
of ships in absolute safety ; and in the channel there may be 
nine or ten feet water at lowest neap tides, and at spring 
tides from twelve to fifteen feet. 
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AGREEMENT 

BBTWIXT THB ' 

Governors of the Merchant Maiden Hospital^ tind the 

Feuars of Peterhead. 

It is contracted, finally ended, and agreed upon, betwix£ 
the parties following, viz. tVilliam Tdd, jun. xaerchant in 
Edinburgh, present rreasurer to the Maiden Ho^pital^ 



founded bj the GompaBy of Merchants ia Edinburgh, and 
Mary Erakine, as being warranted, authorized, and em- 
powered by the Governors of the said Hospital, conformed 
to their minute, dated the 25th day of July, and 31st day 
of October last, to the effect after specifyed, on the one 
part ; and Thomas Arbuthnot, jun. James Albuthnot, jun* 
William Forbes, and George Forbes , merchants in Peter- 
head 'y William Robertson, cooper in Peterhead ; and An-« 
drew Thorn, wrigbt there, all feuars in Peterhead, for 
themselves, and as trustees for, and in the naine of the hail 
other feuars of the said town, and as taking burthen on 
them for the said feuars ; and also as being especially war- 
ranted, authorized, and empowered, to the effect under'^ 
written^ by a general meeting of the said feuars, duly warned 
and convened for that purpose, conformed to an extract of a 
minute of sederunt of said meeting, under the hands of the 
preses and clerk thereof, dated the 15th day of' October 
last by past, on the other part, in manner following : That 
is to say, the said:parties, taking under consideraition, that 
there are certain commonties lying about the town of Peter^ 
jiead, of large extent, belonging to the proprietors of the 
Hospital, but subject to certain servitudes to the feuan^ of 
Peterhead, which in that state can be of small benefit t0 
either party ; and that it would tend gteatly to the interett 
of both parties to have the same divided betwixt them, that 
each party might be at liberty to improve their share thereof 
to the best advantage, have now agree4 to divide^ the same, 
as after-mentioned ^' "and for that effect to grant these pre- 
sents, in n^anner under- w];it);en : therefor^, and for payment 
of the y|arly. feu duty after-mentioned, and in respect of the 
renunciadq^ herein granted by the Said feuars on their part, 
the said William Tod, as authorized and empowered in man^ 
ner aforesaid, in -implement of the aforesaid agreement upon 
the part of the said Govemorsi, by th^e presents, sells and 
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alieiiaitei^ itt fMi fanofetB, aH^pefpetoaQy dispoiies> taaa^l i* 

bt^mir of thi& wmi Tkoaras AslMithaot^ jao* Jmii69 Arbiiri^ 

Aol) ^nkun Tt^^hee^ G^eorge Foplbes, I'VffliftiD^ Bobert908>. 

and AiMkew Tkom^ sfK of the pi^esentpttMioftt HMnagenr foe 

Ike tewn of P^terkecid, or mftjcnr pftrt> oT then, wlla sliair 

sffiniTe, or eotttmne to act for t^ ttmo ; and in o^seof tke 

d^teease of one or more of tbe l)^bpe<>iDeB€i(ned persoBey or 

tiiek <teclii»lig t& acl^ to t)^ 8«r¥ivo^or sun^i^ws of tliomr 

wbo- shall oontfiive to-aet, and isoase of*iaope tkaft one ovr* 

-vMDglhe^ittigoppsptof thon^ as said'^ atid'to tKeir sssi^ 

Bee» and dfep oac es to-be fton» ttme to- tiino^ nained^ deeted^^ 

and p tpflO B t ed' to tbem by tbo fouikfo of' the said towB^ is 

laaiMier itifteiMMfttioned^ fiw tbfaiseliFes, as feoaso of tbesaid 

town of Beterhead^ and as tfu$teeo fer and in the aftne' of 

4bo ba^ odle^'pTOsOBt- feoars' tbereoli and of aK sfN^ persons 

as shall at- any time beveafterbecono feoars of tbe said'tows 

or knckr, sUadtbe faeirs and fia6eesBov»of -afl present -and fbt 

lQ]?&fe^u»^ e»ilieir said, hmy tq be iiBpPoved and appfyed 

as the 'nM^«nly of tbe said ^Muxsy at tho^timo, aad ftoai 

time to tifliic^ diaH tbiak.it, fortho pabKc good and utility 

of tbe saidtavii»; bat nO' \Kay» to b&feaed^ satd^ dfeposedl^ 

or a^ittiated^tbere£Nnn^ is tine^eoaubagi^ and' that irredeen^ 

ablyy ^KiilhoKt' any iMuiae»of te^ttmn urn redemption wbatso^ 

OTer » ; a& and 'haittboea part* and porttons^ of tb^ said coof^ 

montieaof PeteFbead^ fyiag newr the said tovio^ piutticnkkriy 

afiter^metttieoed^ mi.*-»T3be'fl|td^ ooaHnanty catted tl^Bae 

mosa parit, eoolaiaiBg abent fibayteeii aere% two roodi, 

0S tbeveby^ tkie*. netik iaek^diwey eommoalj^ odtod tbe 

Buclumhavea pa^k^ contaJBin^ abo«t seven aeres, one rood ; 

tbe laidiAe^iaolesHve, l^fiag between^ the^ Gadls and Mvtif and 

tkaRoaiv-bttada^park^ coa«ai«ing aboiUi sioitoeii' a«fea> tntb 

tbe tbM»-bottS6f baifclitheveon^ and posoMsed by Jameo^ Web^ 

ster, I>KvidTuirtf; aad Mary Stephen^ the^bwbca tying b^ 

twee&tha4hsee.]:aitMBiei)jyk)Bed iad^dsnrefi-andtho^sea^ but 



iroed tiMl ^vnffe ^ tiifese, as tweU iig ^ii lU ««lmr ^i^^ 
Miatt^ wkh liineity^dryttg Mdbtttt;^ tb^fr into kitj^ <fT 

tfae^aiM^ ekk^oiivcdl, yimee^ tcrldAp^ by tbe tMdit used 
^asil wDift4 «« alei» the.invse iml yspNi MJ^^fe^ifg 1i^ like "^miku^ 

^sod AsiXfuA oF d«e acfaddkyiMrd ifki^ ^ mant tte fSm, MHw 

4»g bf H^ M«fc Clteft.^ and tte l^fi^ll^ltiSd I'iiliAiAg hf 

dicuth to tbe ifyks of tiitt isoioiitti^ ]^r«teii% f^mesatdhf 

IHiHiim fl&ilDe^ gattkner; tihe t»ib«Mli, wid frofilid oblet 

-the t0lb«odi gio^'lynig wtehia tiiife lutiMii isf Pet«rliibdi ; ^ 

MoarclMnise fluid diaodes adj)»]liiiig €fe«T6t0^ldtltiit^<«t ^ ^^M; 

«sMi of the sand bfii^ lemiing fi^kH tli^ ti^<«tt f^^ ili^ 

imt wUfib dttdes nife to be tlik«[i di«mi^ tf Ii«relA«i'j^<}g«i 

jateceeauFj by the gommM%i and th^ ie(6b).»iArk«t iu^ 

^Imjl^bt^hmamy Mtsmitd on tteacMTtli «iite ^f th^ ^Md 6]^ 

^osite ta tfa^ pobiie iv«R2hiiHwe> lail lyidg ^^bin tb« j^itfisb 

\0f Peibnfaead^ »iid afaenfffom <£ Abtvdeett 5 witk tbe teindi^ 

|i«raoDSKgey «nd iriekamge sf tb» sftid tfctttJh^ ftbotift dii^^ed^ 

together with all light and tltte the g«Mt«&fll li^0^ ^i* 1^ 

pretend^ (o the subjects thereby dii^knMd ^ but idr^^ayti ^vitb 

^nd under the ooMUtiMfi, provfeimit d^ltiMiotii}^ Md f^i' 

vmibns dode^-writteii, ^poiBt«d id bi^ «o&t4ill«d fb th^ fil*. 

feftments to foiiow hereupon : tiioe ^ i$ hereby etprMidy pi^ 

^tded mid deckted^ that it«faalt tiot hi ktvftti Id tilie abd^^ 

roentunedf Or their 8iicceB9o» m the ri^t hei^of^ ii6r lb 

the peseat tor futard Au^ki^ ^ tbeit b^ilm or iiuece^ 

.00X8^ to sdi or dapose any pett <tf the stid Itads^ i^f to biiild 

tir weot any meie hoiiseB^ besideg the ihitth houiite d.66#iu 

i^enlioned ateeady built thefeoA, excepting (m^ fer iiidM« 

ftOg the groimd } ami if they sball do* o& the to&trary^ jdl 

tuch alieuatiOBs shaU be Void and ti»Il^ abd ftUch hotisesi ^ 

aemekita, ot other baildiiigB, dhaH> eoipit^^ ^6xtsijli» 1)^Id^y 
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^d spcress %o tlie governorB, as if built by tibemselves ; and 
i4dth tlu8 proTision likewise, as it is hereby expressly pro- 
vided and declared^ that the disponees above-named, and 
the pe3rsons suoceeding to them in the right hereof^ in titne 
poming, shall be bound and obliged to denude themselves of 
all the above subjects, by granting valid and formal disposi- 
tions thereto, containbg all clauses requisite and necessary, 
in favours of such persons as shall be elected^ named, and of<- 
fered to them by the f<suars of the said town, or the majo- 
rity of them compearing in a general meeting, to be called 
for that eflfect, the said majority to be ascertained by the 
minute pf sed^upt of the said meeting, or an extract there- 
of, subscribed by Ihe preses and clerk to the meeting ; and 
that when^evei? and jso often as the persons in the right of the 
said subjects at the time, shall be desired or required so to do 
in tio^ coming, the same being always done upon the ex- 
pence of the feuars ; and whenever the persons presently put in 
the right of the subjects above-mentioned, or those succeed- 
^g to thi^n therein, shall fail to denude in maniier atbresiud, 
in their time, whereby it may become inconvenient forth^ 
feuars to exerpise their rights thereto, then the governors <^ 
the sstid hos^tal, and their successors, shall be obliged of 
new to dispone the a&resaid subjects tc^such persons as shall 
be chosen by the fei|ar9, \n manner aforesaid, in the terms, 
jsnd according to the temn* hereof; and that as often as such 
new disppsi|:ion3 shaU be necessary, this being always done 
^pon the expence of the persons demanding the same, and 
with warrandice from fact and deed, mily; smd in oise the 
governors, or jtheir successors, shall judge it necessary to 
.^se p. process of mails and duties, or process of declaration 
of non-entry anent the premises, after the decease of the 
persons in the right hereof, it shall be sufficient to call the 
apparent l^r of the person last deceasing in the said right, 
ji^* to call the feuars of Peterhead, by an edictal citation ;^t 
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the door of the tolbooth of Peterhead, or dooir ^of the house 
or room of Peterhead^ where the feuars cc^nmonly'ineet for 
pablic^k business ; and whether the feuars be met or not^ a 
copy of citation being i^lways afiixed, and left upon the door 
at which the citation is given ; declaring also, as it is here- 
by provided and declared, that ndtheji* the subjects hereby 
disponed, nor the rents and duties thereof, shall be subject 
and liable to the proper debts and deeds of the particular 
disponees above-named, or of the persons succeeding to them 
in the right hereof; the right of the person or persons de- 
ceasing shall thereby become void and extinct, and shall not 
transmit to the deceasing's heirs ; but the deceasing perscm's 
ri^ht m the premises shall always belong to the survivors or 
survivor, who shall be in the joint right thereof with the 
deceasing at the time of such decease. And it is hereby 
agreed to by both parties, that the washing-house and 
bleaching-green, consisting of about one acre of ground, ly- 
ing on the Raehill, together with that part of the little links 
lying betwixt the ground belonging to the new kirk, on the 
east, and the kirk bum on the west, presently occupied as 
a bleaching-field, shall both remain in common to the feuars 
and inhabitants of the town of Peterl^ad, for the purposes 
of washing and bleaching only, and shall lye open in ail time 
coming for thedifierent access through the same to the hos- 
pital lands adjoining thereto : and it is further declared and 
agreed to by both parties, that the west links, lying by west 
of the kirktown, consisting of fourteen acres, or thereby, 
shall remain a commonty in time coming as at present, but 
always subject to the powers and privileges competent to 
the governors Over the same^ as superiors of the said town, 
and proprietors of the estate of Petedbead, the original con- 
tract of feu of the said town, entered into betwixt the de- 
ceased George, !£arl of Marischall, and the original feuars 
therec^, dated the first of- June, fifteen hundred and ninety* 



three yeaDs* And it is iiirtlier tigse&i to by the f etiars^ that 
they, iar thcnasclves Uad snccesaors, shall leHoquish and 
give JXf all xight cf servitade, aad claims of ^rcry siurt^ 4iR 
iur over the rest of the commonty lands of Peterhead, in**' 
dttdinf Meig's mass^and the hill adjoinii^ to MeikleCoi^klaw^ 
xoauoouly called the hlack hill, aad assign to the p^vernosv 
the iac ks presently subsisting apon the parts of the saad 
xommoatie^ so giveo^ ia all tiine ciNiuag, irwsx aAd after the 
psim of J\£artiiimass last. Aad the said &uars, in like msa^ 
.Iter,: acknowledge, that the lands called the Roaoheads, aa^ 
the yanb thereof, harboars and quays, anchorage, shores 
jbaeSf and petty-customs, and emoluments arisii^ therefnm, 
are disponed, and belong to the hospital, as part of their 
estate, nevertheless, the goveraors, for the cncounigement 
of the Ceuars, and promoting the publick good aad utility of 
the said town, hereby agree, that the rents of those sab- 
Jeets shall be reversed, and a^lyed by the said feaars Sor 
the tine beiag, or majority of them, for ealargng, building, 
xqpairing, and upholding the harbour, piers, shores, and 
Dlhtx puhlick works within the town, in time comii^, but 
always under the inspection, and subject tp the coat|30ul of 
the governors, or such person or persona as they shall ap* 
point, from time to time, to that purpose i in which lands, 
teiads, and others above disponed, the said William To4, as 
being specially warranted, authorized, and empowered, as 
fiaid is, binds and obliges him, and the governors of the said 
hospital, bis c^oustituents, and their successors in office, 
4udy to infeft and sease the disponees above-named, aad 
their aforesaids, upon the said ieoars, their own cfaaiges and 
es^penees, to be holden of the said governors and their suc- 
cessors as immecbate lawful heirs thereof, in feu farm, fee, 
and heritage, for ever, for payment of five pounds and five 
shilliogB, each twenty-fifth year, besides the said feu duty, 
in lieu and place of the composition payable by heirs at their 



eotry; aBd>for t)mt effect; have gvanted tbe pasc»pt aP m^ 
mse uoiier^writteii^ wlvicb di^ositioa sdicnre-writtcn, aaf 
infeftmenrts to follow hereon^ with the lawfe^.teiiiclcy aad 
ethers, scbow £spoiied; the said Willi;u» Tod,, as aiitbotb 
ized^ as said is, bifids and obliges Urn and th« said govoD* 
Bors to^ warraiid to the said trustees^ anil thear foresaids^. M 
aH hands, and ag»nst all deadly, as law wifl,- ami tir^fsm 
and retiere them of all miaisteyB^ stipeodi-^ sclmoItiiai^BBre^ 
saldrjy cess, -and' public burthens, paj«ble for and out of 
the lands aad teinds above dispeoed, Ir^ g9n«y avd is aSi 
time coalings and hereby assigns^ to theai, Itanr tiMr use rf' ail 
present and futu!re feoars, andthm suocessoxa in their said 
fens, to be applied Ibr the pvblic good and iitSitf of ^ tiw 
said town, a» aforesaid, the rents* and' datxesTtbeinf, fof^aU 
years tor come, ftom and after the tern of Mastumass last^ 
which is hereby declared to be thek term of . eDirjr. thvnitow 
For which causes, and oa the other past, the said Themas 
Arbnthnot, William florbes, James ArbstfanDt,. Ceeatgt 
Forbes, Wilfiam Robertson, and AwAraw Tboai,. for.th«tt»- 
sebres, and as trustees for, and in the aanipe of the whole 
town and feuars' thereof^ and as taking fouvden ofLtbenafbar 
the said feuars, and as being specially warranted, . anthco^ 
ized^ and empoweredi, by a general oieedi^* of thr said 
fenars, in manner aboTe^raeptieaed^ to the eftct foUbwiag^ 
by these presents, in implemeirt of the aforesaiA ag r ecn w aa y t 
on the part of the saidi fenrarrs', not only bind' amdobl^tbeiSy 
coBJmietly and severally, asd the whole feuars of the said 
town, their constituents, and thcsr suecessors, ia» the^ rq^ 
of the subjects above dtsponed, to» content asd pay to the 
governors of the said hospital, or ttfeir saccessors, or toihsir 
jEictors or cfaamberlaiBs^ in their namea, or treasurer of the 
svdd fabspital> for time being^^ the foresaid sam of five poonds 
fire shillings sterling, in name of feu^ dtoty, for the snlsyects 
above disponed', at the term ofM^rtinmas8yeasly,.begsuu]% 
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the fitst term's pajment thereof at Martinmass, seventeen 
hundred and seventy^five, for the year preceding that term, 
and so furth yearly thereafter, with the like sum of five 
pounds five shillings sterling each twenty-fifth year^ to be 
jeckoned from Martiumass seventeen hundred and seventy- 
four, (besides the foresaid feu duty), in lieu and place of 
the composition payable by heirs at their entry, togetfaec 
with a fifth part more of the foresaid sum of liquidate pe- 
nalty, in case of failzie, toties quoties.j but also, for the 
causes foresaid, have renounced, as they hereby renounce, 
upgive, overgive, and for ever discbarge, to and in favours 
of the said Merchant Maiden Hospital, and their successors 
whottisoever, all right and privilege^ servitude, title, inte- 
rest, claim of right, property, and possession, of whatever 
kind, they, as feuars of the said town of Peterhead, and the 
hail other feuars thereof, their constituents, or any of them, 
or their predecessors and authors, or hejrs and successors, 
ever had, presently have, or can pretend to, by virtue of 
the said original contract of feu of the said town, or by vir- 
tue of their seveial feu rights thereof, or any other manner 
of way, on, upon, or over the said moss, called Meg's moss, 
and the bill adjoining to Meikle Cocklaw, called the black 
hill, or in, over, or upon, the whole, or any part of the other 
cemmonty lands of Peterhead, (besides those hereby b^ore 
disponed to the above disponees for behoof of the said feuars, 
and besides those reserved for washing and bleaching greens, 
and besides the west links, reserved to be a commonty in 
time coming), all as before expressed ; declaring hereby^ the 
commonties discharged as above, to belong, now, and in all 
time coming, to the said hospital, as their absolute pro- 
perty, free i^nd disburdened from all claim of right and ser- 
vitude of every kind, competent to the said whole feuars, or 
to any of them, any manner of way, in time coming ; and 
the said feuars oblige themselves and their said constituents, 



their heirs and successors, to warrand this discharge and 
renunciatioBs to the said hospital, at all hands, and against 
all deadly, as Is^w will ; but resei^ing^ always to the feuars 
of the town and lands of Peterhead, the liberty and privilege? 
of casting peats in the mosses of Peterhead, (excepting 
Meg's moss), in manner specified in said originail contract 
of feu of the said town above-mentioned ^ ahd the feuars 
above-mentioned hereby assign and make over to {he said 
William Tod, as treasurer foresaid^ and his isaccessbrs iii 
office^ for the behoof of the said hospital, the rents^' mails; 
and duties of the above commonties, now given up to fhe^ 
hospital, for all years and tenns to come, from and after the 
term of Martinmas last, which is declared to be their entry 
thereto, by virtue hereof^ with the current tacks entered 
into with the tenants thereof, during the space thereof yet 
to ran, and all that is competent to follow thereupon, and 
which tacks are hereby delivered up to the said Williairi 
Tod ; and bpth paities consent to the registration hereof iri 
the books of Council and Session, Register of Sasines^ Re- 
servations, &c. or others competent^ therein to remain for 
preservation, and that all execution needful may pass here-*' 
on, in form as effeirs ; and constitute for that effect , 

•their procurators, &c. attour, to th^ effect, the 
said disponees may be summarily possessed in the lands and 
teinds above disponed^ to and ilk ane of you, conjunctly 
and severally, the said governors, their baileys in that part,' 
specially constitute, it is will, and they require you, that 
incontinent, these'presents seen, ye' pasis to the ground of 
the lands above disponed, respectively, and there give and 
deliver heritable state^ and sasine, actual, real^ and corpo-^ 
real possession, of all and h^il the fdresaid parts and pastures 
of the commoAties of Peterhead, lying near the said town/ 
hereby disponed, viz. : The field called the moss park,' the 
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notth iaclesure called tbe BuchaAbaven parisL, tke middle 
inclosure lying betwixt the Gadle and the Ive^ the490tith Id* 
closure Ijring betwixt the Ive and the Roanhead» fsA, with 
the three houses built therein ; the braes lying betwixt the^ 
ihree last iuclosures and the sea, but reserving to the hospi* 
tal the sole right and pi-operty of the sea weed and warn on 
this, as well as on all other shores of the estate, with libert}r> 
of drying and burning them into kelp, by the roads used 
and wont ^ as also the houses and yards adjoining to the 
washing-green, consisting of twenty falls, possessed by Wil^^ 
liam Morrison, the school and yard there(^ aforesaid ; the 
tolbooth and tolbooth-green, the wairehouse, flesh-market, 
and slaughter-house, all lying in manner af(»esaid, with the 
teinds, parsonage, and vicarage of the same, t» the said 
Thomas Arbuthnot, James Arbutlmot, William Forbes^ 
George Forbes, WilMam Robertson, and Andrew Thorn, 
for themselves, $ie feuai^s of the said town of Peterhead, and 
as trustees for, and in the name of the haill other feoars 
thereof, as aforesaid, and the heirs and suecesscMrs of the 
said feuars in their said feus, and that by deliverance to 
them, or their attorney, or attorneys, one or more, in their 
names, bearers hereof, of earth and stone of the ground of 
the said land respectively, and a handful of grass and corn 
for the said teinds, as use is, to be holdeh of tbe governors 
of the said hospital, and their successors, in fen &rm, 
fee, and heritage, for ever, paying therefore yearly, the said 
disponees above-namqd, and their successors in the right 
hereof, to the said governors, or their successors, or cham^ 
berlains in their names, or their treasurers of the bos{ntaI 
for tbe time being, the foresaid sum of five pounds five slul- 
lings sterling, in name of feu daty, at the said term of Mar-* 
tinmass yearly, beginning the first term's payment thereof 
at Martinmass, seventeen hundred aud seventy^five^ for the 
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year preceding, and so furth yearly thereafter, with the like 
sum of five pounds five shillings sterling each twenty-fifth 
year^ to be reckoned from Martinmass, seventeen hundred 
and seventy.fojir, besides the aforesaid feu duty, in lieu 
and place of the composition payable by heirs at their en- 
try, and with and under the whole conditions, declarations, 
provisions, and reversions above-written, here holden as re* 
^peated, and hereby expressly appointed to be continued in 
the infeftments to follow hereon, for all other burthen, exac- 
tion^ or secular Service, which can be justly exacted or re- 
quired^ for or forth of the lands and teinds above disponed 
any manner of way, in time coming ; and this in no ways 
ye leave undone, which to do the said William Tod emits to 
you full power, by this precept of sasine, direct to you fdr 
that effect. In witness whereof, these presents. Written 
upon this and the ten preceding pages of stampt paper, by 
James Jollie, appraitice to James Forrest, writer to the 
signet, are subscribed by both parties, as follows, viz. by 
the said William Tod, at Edinburgh, the seventeenth day 
of December 9 one tfaousuid seven hundred and seventy-foinr 
years, before these wituesses, Edward Rttth^rfbrd, writer 
in Edinburgh, and the saids James Forrest and James 
Jollie ; and by the saids Tlumias Arbuthhot, jun* James 
Arbuthnot, jun* William Forbes, George Forbes, Wil- 
liam Robertson, and Andrew Thorn, at Peterhead, the 
sixteenth day of December, and year foresaid, before 
these witnesses, William Ferguson, shipmaster in Peter- 
head, and Doctor David Wilson,, physiciad thare; the 
date, witnesses' names and designations, being insert by 
Alex. EUes, writer in Peterhead. 
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MEMORIAL 

PROM 

The MerchanitSy Shipmasters^ and principal Inhabitants 
of Peterhead^ concerning the Harbour of Peterhead. 

As safe apd con^modipas harbours are of the greatest im- 
portance to the nation, and much wanted on the east coast 
o( Scotland; and as the harbour of Peterhead, in the 
pounty of Aberdeen, l^t. 57^ 30^, remarkable from its eas- 
tern situation, is capable of the most useful improvement^, 
and when improved as hereafter proposied, will be of very- 
great conseq^ence to the trade of this country^ and naviga- 
tion in general, the memorialists beg leave to i^ecommend 
the consideration thereof to the attention of the publick. 

Its port, or rather two port/s, looking south and north, 
hitherto very serviceable to small vessels, are divided by a 
^hallow channel. The soutli port is coyered, to the east, by 
an island called Keith-inch, or Buchanness, on which there 
is ^ old castlQ, and formerly a batteiy ; and that to the 
{north by a rocky island, called Greenhill. . 

The .south port is accessible with almost all winds, and at 
present large enough to contain from fifty to sixty sail of 
^mall vessels in fjfir water ; but in south-east storms, the 
.$hips beat excessive hard, and in low tides are often be- 
neaped, ^o that load^ vessels who draw above ten feet wa-* 
ter, are obliged to kjeep the sea in stormy weather, when 
they could easily take the harbour, were there water to re- 
ceive them ; and thereby pot only facilitate their voyage, 
but also avoid fatal cqnsequences which often follow. 

In the bay is good anchoring ground, where ships of any 
burden can ride secure from most winds, except the east ; 
flind if they should happen at any time to be so far engaged 
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with easterly wlnds^ as not to be able to work out of the 
bay, if the piers were built, the bason Aug ont, and some 
<?anBon planted on Keith-inch, which it is hoped Govern* 
ment will find expedient, ships can run for the harbour, 
Hvbere they will lie alike secure against both enemies and 
iveather. 

The coasting ships from south and north, with westerly 
-winds, are taken short at Peterhead; and foreign ships 
from North America, Hudson's Bay, Greenland, the Bal- 
tic, and eastern coast, making the shore with these winds, 
as well as ships drove from the coast of England, and many 
ports in Sco^and, can fetch the harbour of Peterhead, wh^n 
they can no other in this side* 

The town affords capable and ready pilots, not only for 
pilotmg into the harbour, but for conducting ships to other 
places ; and as it may be called a nursery for sailors and 
fishermen, and lies in a populous and plentifiil country, ships 
can always be supplied at Peterhead with hands, provisions, 
and other necessaries. 

This critical point, or head land, being a rendezvous for 
trading ships^ is consequently, in time of war, very much 
frequented by French privateers, and on that account the 
only station where sloops of war and revenue vessels can be 
of the greatest service and protection ; for it is remembered, 
that last war there was scarce a week that captures were 
not made, and vessels chased, in sight of Peterhead ; and 
that many of the last were actually saved by the shelter of 
the harbour, among others, the Wilmington of Leitb, Cap- 
tain Murray, master, from Jamaica, with sugar and rum, 
who being chased into the entry of the harbour by a French 
privateer, upon the inhabitants appearing in her defence, the 
privateer made off. 

These, and many other considerations, joined to the de. 
cajed state of the piers, and the hopes of publick aid^ in-. 
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duced tbe memorialists^ about five yean ago, fo resolre 
the impn>¥«nent of tbeiif harbcmr, bj removing and 
IraildtBg the great fioutli pier in a substantial and psrmafiest 
BiaRiier.^ fai such a direction as to cover the harbour bouk 
the south-east storms^ to which it is much exposed ; to re- 
build and caiTj out the west pier^ so as to contract the ea- 
trjr ; to dig but the bason to a proper depth to receive ships 
of a large burthen ; and to cut a cmBimvaicatieii between 
the two harbours, thsU: Miips may get in and out with all 
winds^ conform to an accurate plan revised and approved of 
l^ Messr^« Smeaton and Marr, Engineers, and by a Cora- 
mtttee c^ the Royal Burghs of Scotland^ appointed for that 
purpose; the expence whereof, according to an estimate 
made out by Mr* Gw^'o, Engineer, is said to amount to 
£.6691 sterling, as will appear by a copy ef the' plan aB4 
^estimate hereto annexed. 

Sy this improvement the depth of water will be in- 
creased to twenty-two feet at the outeri-Vead, in ordinary 
Sowings at spring tides ; the harbour, capable to receive and 
contain in sibsolfite safety, the largest trading ships in the 
kingdom, sloops of war, (and even coasting barks at low 
water in neap tides), and in a particular manner adapted to 
iaccommodate the revenue cnttere presently building ; for, as 
already said, this head land is their principal station and 
look-o«Et ; and there is no other harbour between the two 
friths where they can be so conveniently sheltered, and have 
sncfa ready access in and out. 

in this undertaking, the memorialists have been so far 
snccessfai as to obtain from the Convention of the Royal 
Burghs a grant of £.500, and a contribation from several 
gentlemen of public spirit of about £.600 more ; with 
which, and money borrowed on their own security, they 
have been able to finish the great south pier, with much ap- 
plause^ the expence whereof has exceeded the estimate, and 
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stmounted tp near £.3000. But ats the beiiefi| of this pi^r^ 
though ahondaatly evident, cannot be reaped until the west 
pier is built, the bason dug out, and the plan of improve- 
ment executed ; and as the immediate coorpktion thereof is 
so absolutely necessary, and that the town's funds are aU 
ready exhausted, the memorialists flatter themselves, they 
virill be excused to claim the assistance of the publick; to- 
wards carrying on a work of so great utility. 



Estimate jbr building the South Pier of fie Harbont tf 

PETERHEAD; 

Accsording to the Design of Mr. John Sakieatok, Engineer, tQd Plms ^ven 

in by Mr. 6wtn« 

To cutting footing into the rock X. s* cf, 

for the base course of the out- " 

side facing to rest on, feet 

superficial 1500 at 6d. . 37 10 

The body of the pier, supposed 

at a medium, twelve teet six 

inches high, extending from 

the land 280 feet, the mean 

thickness of the facing, on the 

out-side being three feet three 

inches, and the • inside two 

feet nine inches, will contain 
\ Cube feet 20299 

To make good the platform on 
.. top, being the same length, 

nineteen feet three inches 



'. O' 
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mean breadth!, and six inches L* Sm . d. 

thick^ makes 173% 



Cube feet complete 22022 at 6d« 550 li 

To 3360 cube yards of 
rough stones, for fil- 
ling, of which the ma- 
terials of the old pi(;r 
is supposed to make 
up 2 or 3000 jaids, 
at 8d per yard £.100 

And the remaining 360 
from the quarries, &c. 
at 3s. per yard 54 

154 

The circumference of the pier- 
head, for seventy-tWQ feet in 
length next the head, will be 
200 feet ; this, at the mean^ 
thickness of three feet six 
iiiches, and mean height of 
seventeen feet six, will pro- 
duce of facing Cube feet 12250 

To make good the platform to , 

the above 1112 



Cube feet 13362 at 7d. 384 14 6 

To rough stones in filling se- 
venty-two feet length neA 
the head Cube yards 883 at 3sl 132 9 

To 35 1 feet running of parapet . 
in mortar at 35s. 614 5 



Neat Computation 1873 9 6 



I 

i 
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CJontingent expences ia gang- X* s. d* 
ivays, ma€hiaery, and iron 

work, &c. 150 

2023 9 6 



Estimate of Improvements proposed for the Harbour of 

Peterhead^ Ijf John Gtiyn. 

yOft CLIAXXNO AKD BKminirO THE BASOir. 

To blowing, quarrying, and clear- X. s* d. X* s» d. 
ing awaj 48285 cube yards of 
a slattiy loose rock, to bring the^ 
bottom of the bason on a level 
with the present mouth of the 
entry, which is nearly equal 
with low water at Is. 2414 5 

To removing 5253 yards of gra- 
vel, at 4d. per cube, yard 87 1 1 

2501 16 

BftXASmiO VF TBI SaSBOUK SXfiXS. 

To 1024 feet running of quay, sur- 
rounding the harbour, sixteen 
feet main height, the top being 
supposed level with the plat- 
form of the pier, containing 50 
and a half roods, at 40s. v 101 



To blowing and quarrying 8935 
cube yards of xock, at Is. 



446 15 a 

9 
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Removing 513 cube yards of £• s. d* Xf^ $. d. 

gravel at 4d 8 11 

To walling both sides in, 500 feet 

in length, excluding the lock ; 

main height supposed 1 4 feet, 

containing 43 roods, at £.7 4s. 

per rood 309 12 

To a lock, with two pair of gates, 

iron, wood, and stone work, ^ 

with making up all the banks 

complete 600 



1364 18 
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From the new head bearing mote 
northwards, it will becomt ttfi^- 
cessary the west pier follow it 
to a certain degree of space, to 
contract the entrance at the 
harbour's mouth, which may 
be done by addition to the pre- 
sent head, and breasting the 
out-side in a form similar to . 
the sketch in th^ plan; ali 
which, with mending top pave*- 
ment, and a new parapet in 
mortar, supposed to be done 
not on so expensive a plan as . 

the; nofthhead ; but as no exact . 
dimensions nor levels have been 
taken, no just catcutatlbn can ' 
' be ascertained^ but on suppos^- ^ 

tlon it will j^ ef ce«4 ^OO Q 9 
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Machinery, boats, contingencies) 

&c. &c. 300 

900 



4867 14 
New pier and estimate annexed 2023 9 6 



6S91 3 6 
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(Sotted) JoHJf Gvnv. 

t 

Cash received and expended en hmldi^g tie South l^iet 

of Ptterhead* 

From the Royal Burghs of Scot- X. s. d. L» s» i2. 

land 500 

The Governors oF the Merchant 

Maiden tiospitai, Edinburgh 300 
Collected from the inhabitants df 

Peterhead . 2G0 

Collected in the town of Aberdeen 80 
From the Earl of Erroll 30 

Alex. Garden ^f Troup, Esq. 30 

, 640 p 

The produce of the Shore Dues 

for seven years, in hand 350 

Casli borrowed FroQi sundries on 

the town's funds 1410 



2900 



(A true Account) Al£:xakx>£r Elles* 
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REPORT AND ESTIMATE 

OV THK 

^ EXPENCE OP ENLARGING AND JMPROriNG 

turn 

HARBOUR OF PETERHEAD, 

Agreeably t9 a Plah and Sections thereof, designed by JoBV Rmvis, E»fm 

qf London, CivU Enghieer. - 

' Peterhead is situated in 57^ 30' north latitude, and !<> 32' 
east longitude, and is the most easterly promontory of land 
in Scotland. The harbour is formed by two small islands 
lying off the main land ; but these have been joined to it by 
'a road or causeway, which divides it into two, and forms a 
north and south harbour. The southern harbour is defended 
from the sea by a pier 4kt the southern end of the island, cal- 
led Keith-inch, and the entrance to the harbour is at the 
western end of the pier, very close in by the shore. There 
is a pier on the west side, close by the town, and nearly at 
right angles to the former, having a return-head of about 20 
yards in length, and opening inward, so that it leaves aqwce 
between and the south pier^ of 26 or 27 yards wide^ which 
is the entrance to the harbour. 

The bay of Peterhead extends for about half a mile west- 
ward of the entrance, and Salthouse-head lies something 
more th^m three-fourths of a mile south-west of the har- 
bour; south of Salthouse-head is* another bay about the 
same depths from thenc^, as the former, and this again is 
bounded on the south by Boddom-bead, which is aboat a 
mife and a quarter south of Salthouse-head, between asd 
"^Ivhich lies Invemettie bay. This latter head lies about 
S. S. W. from Peterhead, and distant about two miles. In 
' either of these bays, therefore^ vessels may be completely 
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slieltered from all winds coming from |)oint8 west of S,S« W. 
And N.N. E.J but as the shores are very bold and rocky, 
they are dangerous to anchor in, with stormy weather ami 
easterly winds. In westerly and nort^rly winds the har- 
bour is easy of access, but in south-easterly winds, and 
stormy weather, it is not only exceedingly difficult, if not 
impracticable to enter, but even unsafe within. The waves 
io the^^ winds break many miles to seawa.rd, in ten and 
twelve fathoms water, and roll along the south pier with 
great impetuosity, breaking on the rocky side of the bliy ta 
the westward of the harbour mouth, and recoiling into it^ 
€0 as to occasion great agitaticm within ; vessels, therefore^ 
in attempting to enter, are often wrecked, and those withim 
ate so tossed about as to occasion damage. Sheltered, there- 
fore, as the harbour seems to be, by the construction of the 
piers, yet in faet it has not been found to be so. 

A harbour should be constructed with an entrance as ac- 
cessible as possible from the sea, because iji stormy weather 
vessels approaching it amof^<^fly- b^^ swell, ren- 

dered very difficult to n)[ajfj^% aba when they "are obliged 
to work round nes^rly at right angles :lo their course, as 
they must do to enter this harbour, it is extremely difficult 
to prevent them from receiving damage. The exposure of 
the mouth to the recoil of the waves, from the ^ocky shore 
west of it, is also a great obstruction, so that it appears to 
me on the whole, this harbour has been injudiciously con- 
structed^ both for the safety of vessels entering, and for 
their security when in the haibour. Experience has pjroved 
that entrances land*locked, as that at Peterhead is, instead 
of gaining the object in view, namely, of quieting ^the waves, 
, when they rebound from the adjoining shore,, often increase 
them ; and therefore it is better to give such a form to the 
.piers tiiat guard the harbour, to prevent the entrance pf the 
reflected waves, than to land-lock it, so as to expose the 
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moQtli to them* Had the south pier been coiiBtmcted ivith 
n retsm kant^ such as is represented by the dotted Jin^s 
J, 2 ;' and had another pier been bnilt from the west^m side^ 
like that represented bj the dotted lines 3, 4 ; althon|^ th/^ 
entrance wonld have been apparently more exposed to the 
sea, yet it Would have be«i much easier of access for ves** 
eels, and been more quiet within. Such a con6tmcti^*K 
would now be both difficult and inconvenient to ad^pt, and 
therefore may at presmut be unadviseable ; I say at ptesei^t', 
because should the northern harbour be improved, these eiui 
.be^done without ttiiich inconvenience. It stiikei^me, that 
the most proper plan to be adopted now, will be to e&teftdl 
the retuin pier, or jetty.bead, about 60 feet in the san^e 
direction nearly as the present jetty, and to tAe away all 
'the ahmpt wails and projections from the eastern side of tive 
harbour, opposite thereto, and for some small distanof^ wkh^ 
the line o{ its direction^ as far as the sooth wing of the bal- 
last qnay, slanting off the shore of Keith-inch i$kind; gently 
and regularly, so that the recoilkig waves may sp^d their 
force thereon, in place of running up the harbour, and agt^ 
tathi^the whole of it. Such an extension may be done 
%vithoiit much inconvenieiice to tlie shipp9>g, and wifi > 
greatly quiet the harbour. This jetty will cost about $.300. 
The slanting beach will be useful at times, in assisting lo 
stop a vcssers way in^ entering the harbour; and from thfe 
experi^Ace I have had, is much better calculated to destroy " 
thcfbrce of the waves, than any other construction I have 
seen. 

The next material object of consideration is, that of 
deepening the harbour^ which at pre^nt cannot vi'ell aceom'^ 
modate vessds drawing more than 13 feet water in.spriog 
tides, but in neaps is not sufficient. To render this har- 
hour more extensively useful, it would be adviseable toha^ 
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17 Qt IS fe^t* water over the greatest part of its bottoiB^ 
and particalarly along the west quay. 

By Mr. Jamed Arbutfanot's souodiogs^ there appears to 
be 18 feet water at the entrance, at the top of an ordinary 
spring tide ; but only 14 at the eastern extremity of the 
jetty of the west pier ; from thence it gradually diminishes 
to the head> or north end of the harbour ; now, were about 
four fbet, or four feet and a half, taken off the bottom over 
the whole harbour, except where the slanting beach is pi*o* 
posed^ this would give all the depth that could for ordinary 
purposes of trade be wanted. The amount of this would 
jirobably be about 30,000 cubic yards, the expence of whicb^ 
I appreb^id, would cost little short of 4s. per cubic yard^ 
amounting to £.6000, contingencies about £.1300, making 
atbtalof £.7,300. 

The mode of performing tliis kind of work will be dif- 
ferent^ according to the difference of situation. Thps^e places 
where the tide ebbs from the suiface, and continues so for. 
some time, may be done by blasting or by loosening the 
stones with quarrying tools, in the usual manner ; but in 
those parts where the tide seldom leaves the bottom, and in 
others but for U short time, different methods must be re- 
sorted to. The best of all would be inclosing large spaces 
by coffer dams, and working at all times of tide, by quar- 
rying tools, or blasting, as might best suit ; but in some si- 
tuations this would be in<^onveuient, as the dams would be 
in the way of vesse]$ going into^ and coming out of the har- 
bour ; in such situaticms, perhaps, the simplest and most 
expeditious mode would be to use cast iron cylinders, of 7 
or 8 feet diameter, havii^ strong canvas fixed to the lower 
flanch, which might be kept to the bottom by bags of sand 
in ^aees where there vvas but little agitation ; but where 
there ia much, an outer cylinder might be sunk thereon, to 
keep them in their situations, or where th^ rock is not very 
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bard, it might be done bj the same means as the bottom of 
the harbour of Toulon was done^ (where some of their prin* 
cipal dry docks were sunk in caissons), this was bj mount- 
ing, on a lighter or punt, machinery to raise two very heavy 
iron stamper^, having steel cutters at their lower end ; these 
were raised and let fall thereon by machinery. A small 
steam engine, of three or four horses power, would work 
them better than the method that was put in practice there ; 
I have been told that this machine at Toulon performed its 
purpose very well. The stones so loosened might then be 
^aken up by the same kind of vessels and machinery as Mr. 
James Arbuthnot, jun. has practised so successfully, and 
with so much credit to himself, in other works about the 
harbour. 

When the improvements I have mentioned are carried in- 
to execution, the present, or south harbour, will be found 
capable of affording great additional convenience to the ship- 
j)ing, and will enable the merchants of Peterhead to increase 
their trade ; but these improvements are far short of what 
the harbour is capable of^ were the northern bay or harbour 
properly protected ; and were a communication formed be-' 
tween the south and north hai'bour, the harbour of Peter- 
head would be the completest of any in Scotland^ perhaps 
of any in the island. The extent, however, to which the 
improvement should be carried, will in a great measure de- 
pend on the object for which it is intended. I consider my- 
self as viewing the subject merely for the purposes of trade; 
but should ever this be looked to as a public object, and as 
for a station for men of war, and ships of the line, it must be 
taken. up on a much more extended scale, and probably in 
this case the plan would be very different &om what I mean 
to propose : What is here proposed, however, would sufE- 
ciently answer all the objects of merchant-men, and sloops 
of war \ perhaps even frigates might be stationed here, and 
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fiiake use of it with safety : but beyotid tliis, I do not con-* 
sider the present plan of sofficient n^^itude, to afford the 
accommodation that a large fleet of ships of the line would 
require. 

I propose that the north harbour shall be shidt^red fronl 
the sea, hy means of two piers — the one which I propose to 
be the largest^ should depart from th^ Green island^ a little 
short of its northern extremity, and is represented in the 
plan by the figures 5, 6, 7 — the eastern kant is about 172 
yards long-**the western kant^ about 66 yards long^ The 
soundings at low water, at the western extremity of the 
pier, is about six fathoms, and those adjoining the island 
about three and a half fathoms. The foundation of this pier 
must be formed pierre perdue ; that is, large stones sunk in 
the sea, which wili take a slope something like the dotted 
lines round the pier ; tfa^e stones should be laid to the height 
of low water-mark, and to have a flat top on which the pier 
is to be built < The stones^ of which I propose the base tqi^ 
be formed; should be of as large dimeusions as can conve« 
niently be procured, for the seas in northerly winds will beat 
furiously against them ; and the interstices betweoi filled 
with those of a smaller dimension, which, by the action of 
the seas, will Wedge in amongst the others^ and form one 
compact body that \yill resist the storms^ The outside wall 
of the pier itself^ I propose to be built with large ^tones^ 
well jointed, and if laid in puzzolano mortar so much the 
better ; for if once the sea were to make any imprd^on 
upon it, the damagie would soon become very great. 

The piers of Scarborough, which are not more exposed to 
the seas than this will be^ are built ^th very large rough 
stones, some of them about twenty-five tons in weighty but 
from the interstices being large, (the stones not being dres« 
sed), I have known several of them thrown down from the 
piers with storms. If, however, they are jointed, and laid 
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io regular eeursef^ and ia pozzolaoo mortar, the sea <loes not 
easily make any bFeaell', and tlierefoie stone of much less di- 
mensions will 6uffice« I propose the pier to be built with 
an out and inside wall^ and to be filled between with rubble 
from the diiferent quarries, from whenoe the stones for the 
other ti^oricLS are to be taken. 

On the western side of the harbour, I propose another pier, 

as represented by the figures 8, 9, 10. The head, or danting 

• kant, to be about 76 yards long, the other to be 85 yards 

long ; the distance of the head of this from the Ibrmer, I 

propose to be ?0 yards, but as the base of the eastern pier 

» 

will extend for about 25 yards beyond tlie head of the pier 
itself, the nea^ opening will only be about 45 yards ; how- 
evar, as the water is deep, vesseb of a moderate size may 
eome nearer to the eastern pier than SS yards. 

Tlie direction given to the heads of these piers, is such as 
^"ill render the entrance easy to take in stormy weather^ and 
they win reflect thi^ waves in such a manner, as to prevent 
most of them from getting into the harbour, and those few 
which do get in, will spend their fury on the fiat shelving 
shore abreast of the Roan-heads, so that most of that part 
whejns the deep water is^ will be corapletdiy sheltered^ and 
vessels will ride in safety under the shelter of the great 
eastern pier. The western being built entirely on sock, 
which is dry at low water^ the foundations^ and indeed the 
whole pier, will be easily executed. It will also form an 
excellent a,ccommodation for small vessels, who may loader 
discharge their cargoes here^ and indeed a breast key may 
be built, part of the way to Front Street, which wfll afford 
an additional accommodation to the shipping, with conve- 
nient wharfs/and quays. 

The next material object, is the opening of a passage be- 
tween the south and north harbour. This might be done by 
a narrow canal, in the dixection 11, 12, just wide enough 
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for two ships to pas% kaviog a parr of gates at tach end ; 
but the plaoe is so admirably adapted to a sniall wet dock^ 
thai I could not resi&t the temptation of representing ooe on 
the plaa in this place. If a narrow cut, saj about 40 feet 
wide^ is made from the sotfth harbour across Bridge Street^ 
having a swing bridge upoa it fbn? the purposes of carriages, 
and just beyond this« a pair e£ gates^ pointing nQrthwards, 
with.aa opeaiQg 30 fe^ wide^ and a similar cot at the north 
ejad, with gates, pOHitiog seuthward j a wet dock might be 
conveniently formed between these gates^ of about 580 feet 
)0Bg^ 9ad 325 feet ^ide, whic4> WQuId cover about three 
acres with water. The materials which would come out of 
ther dock would be sufiieieat to raise a broad and convenient 
^^y .aU rounds I prepe»^ this dock to have about 17 feet 
depth of water at ovdiaaify s^i^fig tides \ bat itr may be made 
as tM^ deeper as ^11 b^ judged a^lvatitaj^us* Here ves. 
eels w^d consimAy ride s^So^t alqa^ide the quays, and if 
psoper and eotfv^ieat evaaei^ 9AA wdrefaifmses weve to be 
bujlft orfi its ^4m9 ^ veQ^ gitealT. d#E(l of bufrioess might .be 
doae : tHivty I^Ut of vess6lsy of the- avera^ siz0 ^i al^Ronrt 18Q 
iAinH nMfbt eofweiHieBt^ load^^p dischai^ at.^tiiQe, and as 
UtiiBff wovM be done esp^kioiwily^: thero sMght be <% jrea^ 
^^ifemtif jf of busiobe^S' dolte ia ifee oo«urs&of ^y^^ - 'The sii» 
Juatioii is 3Qchy that v^»eb mig^ir eithea? go Mfto or out of 
it^fpolni< the aerthi etr so«iCh k^bei»/ a<»cotfdiBg as ^ wia4 
wA%y sttk ; and afr th^ bay ef Invepu^ ext^fids^ to the west, 
ward on the north side of thff horbouF^ ^is- Btucb as that of 
Pettoh^nd bf^ otif ihe^ seyitfe i^dc^ vessds will ^ways have 
1^^ enottf^ t» wtH^L, ekluel* in |^OiiB|^ in^ ca? oomingeut. A 
more coli«6nie»t havheify cai^' BMfOf^ th^r^fen^ \» imsu 
gined^ than this will prpve to be, 

fairi^speet t^^^iq^eace^ i&w(i)t no^ doubt be-gneatv m will 
;^pp§i^ ]^y^ iifsj^ctingi Ab est^ate^ aid papobabty much 
gvefttee thcu^* caib be* bfAoke^bjp tWtewa*^ Peterhead^ an^ 
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c^ountrj a^ut it ; but the benefits of such a harbour as this 
will be, if executed as I have proppsed, will not be confined 
to the town and country round Peterhead ; it is a national 
object, whether considered in a commercial point of yiew^ 
or a station for sloops of war and frigates, and if made on a 
proper scale, for ships of the line. In the first case, evary 
vessel making a northern voyage, or south, or going or 
coming from the east country, when overtaken by storms 
or contrary, winds,' would always be able to find a safe ren- 
dezvous here. 

As a look-out station for frigates and sloops of war, should 
an enemy come on the coast, it possesses every advantage 
tdat could be wished. Vessels may enter it in all weathers 
and all winds. If judged tiecessary to keep ships of the 
line there, a harbour might be made probably on a different, 
and certainly a much mere extended^ plan than that I have 
proposed. Its situatioik'^k most desirable. In whatever 
point of view, therefore, it is considered, it appears to me 
a most important situation for a harbour, and well deserving 
of public aid, as well as subscriptions firom those intcfrested 
in the commerce of the country. Large, therefore, as the 
expenee appears to be, it is small when put in competition 
with the advantages the trade of the country would derive 
from it ; and therefore, I am of opinion, that were its ad- 
vantages properly r^resented, the inhabitants might not 
despair of obtaining money, sooner or later, to parry the 
whole of this plan into execution. 

Should the wet dock I have represented be considered too 
small, the situation admits of great enlargement, and in- 
deed there are places adjoining, where a wet dock of any 
size may be formed. ^ 

Ship-building may be cahricfd to a great extent : there is 
room for |a|^^j^^)^p^ar4s at the head of both harbours, 
sind drj 4oW^^^7 be constl^cted, having their entrance 
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from the wet dock^ and emptying their vrater into the tide- 
way, or along the east side of the present harbour, or the 
new north harbour^ as shall be found most convenient, and 
their number and size may be extended as the trade of the 
place shall demand. It would, however, be extending this 
report to a greater length than appearss to me necessary, to 
make designs for every thing of this sort. If the general 
outlines of the plan I have laid down shall be carried into 
execution, particular -designs may be made for Acj docks, 
&c. &c. 

In respect to the estimates, I have put such prices to the 
different articles, as seem to me equal to the expaice; it is 
possible, however, same of them may be high, and others 
too low, but these depend so much oa the goodness of the 
quarries, on the facility with which workmen can be had, 
&c. &c. that correctness cannot be expected-— they -may, 
however, be raised or lowered, as shall be found suitable ; 
but I apprehend they will be found, on the whole, tolerably 
correct. 

(Signed) John IIennie. 

London^ lith Februofyj 1806. 



Estimate of the Expence of Extending the Jetttf of the 

Western Pier qf Peterhead^ 6Qfeet, and deepening the 

Harbofurfrom 4 ^ 4| feet^ 

L* 9* d. 

Jetty, -. - - .. .500 00 

300,000 cubic yards of stuff, to be removed 

from the bottom of the harbour, at 4s. - 6000 

Contingencies, 20 per cent; on the whole, - 1300 



£.7,800 



•p* 
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Estimate of ike M^tpence of fnaBf^ a Wet Dock of about 
three acres^ and having 17 feet leater at m^dinan/ spring 
tides^ between the Sottth and North Harbour* 

Tq eseavaiiiig for ibe dock, xocd^ tad kl\im» 

ckided..4^,500 cwUc j^xda, 9k, Sa. • 9^975 
T^extinvaiii^'fortiieairtrajice, 4,100 cvbic 

yttds,«t4#. ^ - « . . 8S0 e 
To 5,500 cubic yards of hammer-dressed 

stcne w«rls4 tt qaagr wril, at IQfc - ^ 2t^S0 8 
T«f 216& ibttte^ m wings and enkswos^ jit 

15s. . - «t ^ w ^ 1^& ft 

Ti> gates' add coftt dams, ^ « •. S4O& i 

!Fo>4M «id)ic yania of lA^gb mbk YTai^ a* 

5a. - - - • * * ^ 100 a e 
'¥<»' Bvawbcif^ lit BddgB Sitmt, « « 458 » 
7<> leveMiagc die qna;^ ^d fui^)^^ l^fiOft 8 

To contingencies, .-*--- 2,90S ft 8 

£.22,2?& 0- 







#fe North Harbour^ agreet^fyh #»e i^/JsW. 

To 55,500 cubiejwda^ atoaeai? piesre pes- 
due, «f>ft|rm, a baae»for. ttopiar, widi aU^is, 
lowaaise for los$y Skcv at 6s. - ^ -M^QO 8 

To 6J,QQ cabic yards of strong rough ma- 
sMry^ ist large hammer«>dressed blocks, 
atlSr. . . - - - - 5,490 
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To 1,100 cubic yards of cut stone masonry 

ip parapet, s^t Sis. .... 1,155 

To 21,300 cubic feet of paving, at Is. - 1,065 

To 12,600 cubic yards of rubUe filling isA 

rubbish between the walls, at Is. 6d. - 945 

To contingencies, - » - - 5,031 



£.30,186 






Western Pier of North Harbour. 

X* Sm d* 

To ^750 cubic yards of strong rough masonry 

in pier, hammer-dressed blocks, at 17s. - 3337 I& 

To 550 ditto, in parapet, cut stone, at 2'ls. &77 10 & 

To 11,800 cubic feet of paving, at Is. - 5901 

To 5^00 cuUc yards of FubM^ filHng, and 

ruhhii^ between the walls^ at 1;:S. 6d. - 390 & 

To contingmcies^ 779 



0> 



MM^* 



£.4674 e « 
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AN ACT 

FOR 

Deepening, etdargmg^ . ma/infaimngy and improving tJic 
Harbour ofPeterAeadj in the County of Aberdeen* 

1807. 

Preamble. 

Whereas the harbour of Peterhead^ in the connty of 
Aberdeen^ is of the utmost importance to navigation in ge- 
neral, being one of the safest and most accessible harbours 
on the east coast of Scotland, and much resorted to by ship- 
ping in the coasting trade, ai;id might be greatly improved, 
and rendered still more beneficial to trade and navigation^ if 
the said harbour was deepened and enlarged, so as to admit 
vessels of large burthen, the northern bay or harbour pro- 
perly protected, and a passage or communication formed be- 
tween the south and north harbour, and also proper rules 
and regulations made and established for all ships and ves- 
sds trading into and going out of t]ie said harbour ; but as 
these purposes cannot be accomplished without the aid and 
authority of Parliament ; 

May it therefore please your Majesty, 

That it may be enacted, and be it enacted by. the King^s 
most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Xiords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by authority of the same. 
That it shall and may be lawful to and for tbe trustees 
herein-after mentioned, to deepen^ cleanse, and preserve 
the said harbour of Peterhead, and the improvements and 
additions which shall be made thereto, by virtue of this pre- 
sent act, from stones, shingle, rocks, dirt, mud, and other 
obstructions whatsoever ; and also to maintain, repair, and 
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preserver, the piers, quays, jetties, and other works, at pre« 
sent belonging to the said harbour of Peterhead, and to aI-& 
ter and extend the same, or any part thereof, as the said 
trustees shall judge to be necessary for the more efiectuaj / 
improipement of the said ha]rbour ; and likewise to build and i 
ereet, or cause to be built and erected^ in the said harbour^ 
piers, quays, jetties, breasts, docks, locks, and other ne- 
cessary works for the improvement thereof, Imd to do, oi^ 
cause to be d(me, such other works as' shall be deemed 
proper and necessary for the improvement of the said bar-^ 
bour, and for the more safe and easy reception of ships and 
vessels resorting thereto^ and for the more convenient lad«: 
ing and unlading of such ships and vessels* 

Trustees. 

And be it further enacted, that the Preses of the Gbver-f 
nors of the Merchant Maiden Hospital of Edinburgh^ 
founded by the Company of Merchants of the city of £din^ 
burgh, and Mary £rskine^ superiors of the town and lands 
of Peterhead for the time beings the 3aroti Bailli^ of thei 
town of Peterhead for the time being, the Factor for tHc^ 
Governors of the said Hospital resident at Peterhead for thc^ 
time being, Thomas Arbuthiiot of Kinmundy, James Ar- 
buthnot of Dens, John Hutchison, Esq. of Cairngall^ Alex^ 
ander EDes, James Hutchison, George Arbuthiiot, Williamf 
Scott, jun. James Arbuthnot, jtui. William ShiVes, Robert 
Cordiner, Adam Arbuthnot^ >nd Jkmes EUes, all m^rchants^ 
in Peterhead, ar(d George Skelton and James Skelton, ship-* 
owners there, or any seven or more of them, shall be^ and 
are hereby appointed, trustees, for pcitting this act in exe- 
cution, and for the better effecting the ends and purposes of 
the same, and that all th^ powers and authorities hereby 
given shall be dode and executed by any seven or more of 






I2tr ArravBix. 

tbe 0tid trutteet preMot at any mMting td be hdd ut par- 
•Qaaoe of ibis aet« 

i» cose of vacmncies^ new Trustees to he appointed* 

Ami be it farther <iii«cted» that 'm caee of a vacaooy or 
TacaacioB, by death or reeigoatiaDi of any one or moi:«» of 
the said trustees, it shall and may be lawful to and for tb^ 
surviving trustees to aoouaate and appoint sueh persoi^ or 
persons as they may thktk proper, to supply such taeaocy or 
▼acancies, at any time within six months after the same 
shall haj^^ea; and that every penon se nominated and ap« 
pointed shall be h^ and eonsidered to be vested with all the 
same powers' as are given to tbe trustees appointed by thin 
act : provided always, that twenty days notice at least shall 
be ^ven in some newspaper, circulated in the said town^ of 
the day of such nomination and appointment, by the cottec-* 
tor of the duties bemn^after mentioned^ 

Meetings of Trustees* 

And be it also enacted) that there shall be held four ge^ 
neral meetii^ of the said trustees^ within the torwn<i>house 
of the said town of Peterhead, upea evmy first Wednesday 
of Jaanaiy, first Wednesday of April, first Wednesday of 
Jalf) and &Bt Wednesday of October^ during the eonti* 
nuance of thta ]^resent act, and that the first of the said 
genoral meetings shall be held upon the first W^e<inesday of 
Oetober^ one thousand eight hundred and seven, and that 
the said trustees shall have pow^, and are hereby «bk 
poweied to adjourn to neb other times and places as to 
them, or to the majority of tl^em^. at such quarterly meet- 
ings aseemblfed, shall seem meet and expedient ; and in all 
such meetings, the BaiUie ^ the said town of Peiwbead 
present for the time being shall presidoi or in his abse&oey 
any other trustee, to be cbosbn at any such meetings, and 



1 



tvli<s be^des Kis <rete m ctmimon with the other trustees, 
-shall respectivdy, in eases of equality, have a casting or 
4edidve vote. 

Property of Qjuoiys, S^c* vested m Tmst6€$* 

And be it fiuthei' enacted, that the qnsiys^ pters, breasts^ 
4uid other workB, to be made, btiilt^ and erected, by virtue 
^f iAm a^ty shall be, «ad thesame are hereby vested in the 
:S«uk1 tiustftes, hi and for the ends and purposes as tidbi^saidy 
iuid they are hereby aikhmzed and empowered fo bring ac- 
tions^ and prefer bills of in£ctmeiit^ against aipiy person or 
persons turbo shall damage or injure any of the said works^ 
pt shidl steal any materifiis provided for the ptffposes of this 
^uct ; Md that the said trastees shaH apply the rates and du- 
des hetein^Cbfter mentianed, (aft^r paying liie expences of 
this present act), in de^penmg, enlarging;, and improving 
the said harbour, and in keeping and muntaining the same 
in good (Mrdor and repair, and in preserving the said har^ 
boqr clear and free from stones^ sand^ shingle, nrad, ai^d 
irthw" obsfepuctiottS^ and M no oHier purpose -wiiatsoever* 

And bie It lurther eiaoted* Ihai &tm sud after the. fiesfc 
.4«^ 9i S^pt^oftfoer, one tbonsilod leigiitr hundred jfod s^see^ jt 
isbaU aild i9ay be lawfid to aadior the aaidrtnisteeaf 9nd to 
and f«r »ijH»b person or pearaops aa 4iiey diisdi appoint^' to ifaa- 
inandt coUe^t^ receive, jL«d take, of j«&d hsmf^^ aind evoy 
the owners and.^^ropiiatiers, (heiag beigasses iwdmudenters 
ia the town of Peterhead)^ of aH goods^ m^ehandizfis^ 
wares, or commodities whatsoever, which sball.be imported 
or exported in any ship, vessel^ bark, or lighter, or that 
shall be loaded into or u&loaded 6ut of any ship^ vjesse!^ barkf 
boat^ or lighter,- coniing into or going ont of. the said1iar« 
bour of Peterhead, or from their agents, factors^ or nuu 
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pagers, the sum of three-pence sterling for each and everj 
|>af rel bulk of such goods, wares, and commodities afore- 
said, wluch shaU be so imported or exported, by buigesses 
or townsmen, as aforesaid ; and of and from all and every 
other person or persons, (not being burgesses or resideuters 
. of the said town of Peterhead), owners and proprietoi^ of 
goods, merchandize, wates, and commodities, as afpresiaid, 
which shal) be imported or exported in any ship, vessel, 
' boat, or lighter, coming into or going out of the said h^ 
bour of Peterhead, or frqm their agents, factors, pr m » 
nagers, the sum of sixpence sterling for each and jev^ry bar- 
rel bulk of such goods, merchandize, wares, and commodi- 
ties, that shall be imported or exported, as aforesaid, by 
'strangers, or persons not ^ being burgesses pr resideuters oi 
the ^aid town of Peterhes^l ; an4 in like mannar, in pJace of 
the rates and duties which, I>y the present us^e and ciisit<»u 
of the said haxboi^r, are levied on the goosds, merchandize, 
wares, and commpdities herein-after 9petified, tp demand, 
receive, collect, and take, of and f^om the owners ai^d pro- 
prietors of all such goods, merchandizp, wares, and pomitiQr 
dities whatsoever, (being burgesses or residenters of the 
town of Peterhead), which shall be loaded or unloaded 
within the said harbour of Peteriiead, and which by the 
present usage and custom of. the said harbour, are not 
chargeable for'shore^or harbour dues by the barrel bulk, or 
from their agents or managers, such rates and duties as they 
shall think proper, not exceieding the several rates and du* 
ties following, in staling money ^ Melicet, 

For each chaJder of slacked lime, one sliilling : 

Eqr eacl^ chalder of lime shells, one shilling a^nd four-pence : 

For each boll of coals and cinders, two-pence : 

^or each bpU of grain of all kinds, two-p^ce : 

For each boll of meal, one penny : 
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For each boU of potatoes, four-pence : 

For each bushel of salt, one halfpenny : 

For each barrel of apples and onions, three-pence : 

For each boll of bark, one penny : 

For pantiles^ one shilling per thousand : 

For bricks, sixpence per thousand ; 

For slates, two shillings per thousand : 

For iron, two shillings and sixpence per ton : 

For herrings, «^nion, or other fish^ packed in barrels, three-* 

pence per barrel : 
For herring, salmon, or other fish barrels empty, one penny 

per barrel : 
For causeway and pebble stones, four-pence per tort : 
. For pavement, crib, and building stones, sixpence per ton : 
For foreign grave stones, four shillings and sixpence each : 
For Scotch grave stones, three shiBings each : ' 
For grindstones, three shfflings per ton : 
For flagstones^ four-pence per twenty square feet : 
. For millstones, two shillings each : 
For ditto, if two tons and upwards, five shillings each : 
For kelp, one shilling per ton t 

For wald, per last of one thousand weight, two shillings : 
For sa;ltpd ox and cow hides, four-pence per, dozen : 
For screws of ox and cow hides, four shillings per ton : 
For mahogany, oak, walnut tree, and.ivainscot, whether in 

log or plank, three-pence per barrel bulk of five cubic 

feet : 
For fir wood, or other timber of all kinds, except mahou 

gany, oak, walnut tree, and wainscot, four-pence for 

every twenty shillings sterling of the value thereof: 
For hay, foor pounds per centum of the value thereof: - 

And also to demand, collect, and receive, of and from the 
owners and proprietors, not being burgesses of the town of 



Peterhead^ of all suqb goods^ merchandize, traMs, and com-> 
modities, as are specified in the above table, and which 
shall be loaded or unloaded in the said harbour^ douUe the 
rates and duties above specified ; and likewise to desiaiid, 
collect, and receive^ of and fitmi the masters and owners of 
all ships, vessels, barks, and lighters, arrtving in the said 
harbour of Peterhead, or which shall put into the same by 
stress of weather, or otherwise, the sum of thre^penoe ater- 
Jifig for each and every ton which such ship, vess^, bark, 
or lighter, shall respectively measure: provided always, , 

that every such ahip, fe(sel, bark, or lighter, which aball "^ 
have once paid the said tonnage duty of threC'vpence ater- 
ling, sb^ not be liable or obUged 10 pay the /lame ffgain, 
BOtwithstaiiding that such veasel i|iay be put baok and. re* 
torn into the ^d harbour <ip9n and during the sam^ voyage 
for which the ton^afe (blty alorosaid hid be^i paidL 

Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it shall and. 
maybe lawful to and for the said trustees, 'acrd to and for 
such person or persons as they shall appoint, tb demand, 
collect, receive, and take, (to and for the uses and pur- 
poses of this present sict), of and from the masters and 
owners of all ships, vessels, l>arks, or lighters, coming into 
or going out of the said harbour, and not belonging to the 
said port of Peterhead, and which shall either load or un- 
load any goods, wares, or merchandize therein, the sum of 
four-pence sterling for each and every ton which siich ship, 
vessel, bark, or lighter, shall respectively measure* 

Du^ on Sh^s not befot^e chargeable. 

Provided nevertheless, and be it also further enacted, . 
that aU such ships, vessels, barks, or lighters, belonging to 
the said port of Peterhead, as were not before the com- 
mencement of this- net chargeable with, or liable to the pay- 
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meht of anj duties within the said harbour^ ahill be, and 
are hereby made chargeable «vrkh the rates and duties fioSU 
lowing^ for each voyage^ or each time that such ships, ves» 
sets, biu^ks, et lighters, sliall load or imhiad any cargo ia the 
said harbour, videlicet^ the sum of one haHpeaoy per test 
for each and eirery ton which sach shq», rcssels, bark9> or 
light^fi, shall respectively mearaie. 

T}mnage dutij on Ships vmUriug in the Harbour. 

And be it also farther enacted, that it shall and may be 
lawful to and for the said trustees, and to and for such per- 
son or persons as they shaU appoint, to demand, collect, re- 
ceive, and take, to and for the uses and purposes of the pre« 
sent act, of and from the masters and owners of aJl such 
ships, vessels, barks, or lighters, belonging to the said port 
of Peterhead, as shall lay up or winter in the said harbour 
of Peterhead during the winter months, the sum of three- 
pence sterling, for each and every ton which such ships, 
vessels, barks, or lighters, shall respectively measure ; and 
of and from the masters and owners of -^all such ships, ves- 
sels, barks^ or lighters, not belonging to the said port of 
Peterhead, double the rate above-mentioned : provided al- 
ways, that such ships, vessels^ barks, or lighters, shall re^ 
main in the said harbour for the space of six .weeks, or for 
any longer period. 

Kmgh Skips exempted. 

Provided always, and. be it enacted, that ali ships and 
other vessels, belonging to or employed in the service of his 
Majesty, using the said harbour, shall be exempted from the 
payment of all and ev^ the rates and duties hereby granted* 

Masters of Shdps to produce Registers* 

And be it also further enacted, that the masters and 
owners of all ships, yessdsi fa^s^ and lighter^, trading to 
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and from the said harbour, and liable to the payment of the 
rates and duties by this act imposed^ shall be and are hereby 
required to produce to the said trustees, or to the collector 
or collectors to be appointed by them, the registers of their 
respective ships, vessels, barks, or lightei's, in order to as- 
certain the tonnage thereoi^ or shall permit and suffer the 
said ships, vessels, barks, or lighters, to be measured by 
the said trustees, or by such person or persons as they shall 
from time to time appoint for that purpose, and shall pay 

the rates and duties according to such registers or measure- 

« 

ment ; and that every owner or master aforesaid, who shall 
refuse to produce the register of his or their ship, vessel, , 
bark, or lighter, or to have the same measured, as afore- 
said, shall for every such offence respectively, forfeit and 
pay to the said trustees any sum not exceeding five pounds 
sterling. 

App<nntfnent of Officers. 

And be it further enacted, that it shall and maybe lawM 
to and for the said trustees, to nominate and appoint a col- 
lector or collectors, receiver or receivers, for levying the 
rates and duties by this act granted, and such other officers 
and servants ^ tliey shall judge necessary to be employed 
under them, for carrying the same into execution, and from 
time to time to remove such officers and ser^^ants, or any of 
them, and to appoint others ia their stead, and to settle 
such reasonable fees or salaries for jthem, Us to the said trus-» 
tees shall appear to be just and proper, and that all and 
every the collectors and receivers of the said rates and du- 
ties shall keep fair and regular books and accounts of all 
monies received under the authority of this act, (which 
books and accounts shall be open and patent to the said trus- 
tees, at all times when they shall demand inspection of the 
same), and shall pay and dispose'thereof in such manner aa 
by the said trustees shall be directed ; and that the cellec. 
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toT or collectors, persR>ii or persons so to be appointed to re* 
ceive the isaid rates and duties, and all and every of them^ 
shall give good and sufficient security to the said trustees^ 
for^answerihg and paying the monies arising from the same^ 
and which shall be by him or them respectively collected or 
zeceived, and shall make oath to the truth of his or their 
accounts^ so often asreqnired^ and that it shall be in the 
power of the said trustees to let in lease, to the best bidder 
or bidders, at public ibnp or sale for that purpose appointed^ 
and advertised in some newspaper circulated in the said 
town, three several times, fourteen days at least before such 
roup or sale, the rates and duties aforesaid, for any term or 
space not exceeding three years. 

w 

Ships fwt to be cka/ied till duties paid* 

• - 

And the more effectually to prevent any delay or evasion 
in the payment of the rates and duties aforesaid, be it 
• enacted, that it s^all not be lawful for the collector or other 
vofficerp 0f his Msyesty's customs, at the port of Peterhead, 
to dear any ship or vessel, outward or inward^ or indorse 
; any dearance or warrant, under a penalty not exceeding the 
.snm of ten pounds sterling, to be forfeited and paid by them, 
until there shall be produced and shewn to. them, by the 
person or persons liable in the payment of the rates and du- 
ties by this act granted, either a sufficient voucher of the 
payment of the said rates and duties, or a certificate under 
the hands of the town-clerk of Peterhead, that the sum de- 
manded on that account has been consigned and lodged in 
his hands, with sufficient security, by the consigner, for the 
payment of all damages, costs, and expences, which the 
tacksman or collector of the said dues may sustain or incur, 
in consequence of delay, or refusal of payment, according 
as the same shall be ascertained and determined by the 
Baillie of Peterhead : but provided always, that in case it 

R 
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fartiiBs, tkatthfttacfcaiiiaaot^odUelaroftke mU Aamlm 
iQide my foitbor or btghbrdeiMwi tlisa wkat is amkimiiwai 
hytMBmct, inljgatwe^hm sliidl be tmiad IkUe i% wd 
AccB cdi t» ]^ die partj «ttn|lamiiig tlKMot^ bvcIi s 8|ii% 
ia tke name of damtgta and t«p«nortt» te tbadil be jo^g^^ 
ttaaoBsible ted aiteqme hy tbm saM Baiilic^ vIm is keirtjr 
aiithorittdi Mid napmnkmi to beaiv detietinucv aikd ^kcifb 
.^Mk «|l aaclft qptc^^oAs and diapatas as iimj b^ypea te fas 
Vcaught befotoe himhpmay^Am pnt»s faeiBOPS^aaaufcaotad^ 
ims aBiiiiBnii 



' Ships mail he measure^m 

Aikd be it enacted) that it shall and may be lawful to and 

for the said trustees, and to and for snch perison or persons 

'M tAall fee linr th^ purpose ai]t)iortte<l by tikem^ to gfci^ on 

Iboktd 4»i^ isUpi tessd^, bMk, or lijgi^ter; aisd «• deMiiid ^ 

tfi^ 6f the te^^tvt tlksreo^ and to take the dimensioiis 4£ 

9tteh ^li^, r6s§d^ Bafk, or Ugliter, and todettted^ UMiilditt 

Md leceive^ ftom^ any owner^ txMsA^j or dthcir jje^M^ h^V- 

feg the charge- of a«y ship, tessci, hnrk, or Kgh^ei^, thfe 

ractes %»ii iditits bj this iaet imposed and jOrtfededu^ and payw 

able ; and in base of delijr or rcftisal of payment, te seise, 

take, and detain, any of the good^, ine)Nshandtz4&', taekkt, 

lorufiture^^d appard, of or belbaging til any snch ship, 

Tessel,. I^F^> ^^ Kghter, and tfae^same to d^tainr and ke^ 

'itett( ^Re sard cfuty and dntie^ be satisfied and pdttd; and thitt 

in case t^f any neglect oi* deteyin the payment of the said 

'rates and duties^ tv any of them, for the space of thiiNfi^ days 

*^ar «ich seiiiag, taking, or Gaining, as a^resaid^ it shall 

and' may be lawAil ta andfer* the said' tmstees, ami tor and . 

fbr sneh person or pef^ons authorized by them, as aftH:esaid, 

tat c^e^ the same to* be appraised by two- or mb^c suiiteient 

'persons'^ and aft^nvardi^ to sell and dispose of the goiddsa^sd 



ttA^ «ieets( taken iti»i sppraliiedi and IWeu^th to satisfy 
iht ratcii and dutiet so n^^cted or delajed to be paid^ t^ 
gotlnlr with the diai^ of such deizing, taking, detaiaing^ 
•lid selling, (as the same shall be ascertained bj the selieri 
Iip9a oatfa), rendering to the master or ownev pf tach ship, 
kark, biiat^ lighter, or other vessel, or to the ot^neis of 
45ach goods^ the overplus ^(ifanj be) on demaad* 

* Penalty on persons evuding p^ytneni of the Bates* 

A^ belt farther eaaeted, thai if my master^ ciomcdan* 
^, or any owoei^ &ctor, or consigneei pS anj ahip^ vesa^ 
|»ai]s^ <H* %htiir« wt wy owner or proprietor of any goed% 
Vrsiro«» or in^phandiae, liable id the rates and duties bjr 
^^ fb^ impost, shally at any time, firom the eommeDce« 
D9«pt ^f this aet^ elade or evade the payment of aay ratei 
aad duties hereby panted, by any melhod whatsoeter^ ^"^^ 
§mk m^ei^ ^otEnnuuider, or ether person aforessiid, shall 
fas ev^y suob oSenee forfeit te the said trustees anjr uml 
ea^eedJiDg fiwe pounds sterling, and shall^ aotwitbsti^^ 
staiid fihaxged with, and be liable to the paym^t itf tbf 
i#ti^ and dati#t# r 

■r 

Apfiieatim of JRates tend Duties* ^ 

« 

. And be it fiirthier eQagted, that all and every sum and sumi 
of money, which shall be levied and received from the ratei 
jttnd doties aforesaid, and which shall be recovered for tor- 
feitures incurred under and by virtue of this act, shall, b^ 
tbe said trustees, after {aying the expences of obtaining and 
|ias8ing this^ act, be applied for and tociai ds the expence of 
deepenTBg, cleansing, enlarging, and improving the said 
iuiFboar of Peterhead, and for keeping and n^aintaining the 
^iers, quays, and jetties, already built therein, in good ordet 
iindrepair, aad for arid toward? m:d&ing, erecting, building, and 
finishing such other piers, ^uays, jetties, docks, and othef 
Weiirks^ ail floaanef detected andj^ovided by this act^ a&4ft>t 
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ft 

executing and perfbrmiog all necessaiy works, and paying 
the officers and servants to be employed in and about^ or 
concerning the same^ and towards the payment and disdiargci 
of such 9um and sums of mwey as shall be lx>rrowed by the 
said trustees, upon the credit .of the said rates and duties^ iu 
maauer herein-before ipentioued, and to no othec use or pur- 
pose whatsoever. 

« 

For borromng Money* 

* And be. it further enacted, that the said trustees shall and 
piay, and they are hereby authorized and empowered^ from 
.time to time, to borrow and take up sit interest any sum or 
sums of money, not exceeding at any one time the sum of 
fifteen thousand pounds sterling, fund to grant, assign, and 
set over the several rates, duties, and tonnage, given and 
granted by this act, to any person or persons whatsoever, 
who saull be willing to advance and lend money thereon foit 
securing the payment of the same, with interest respec- 
tively ; all which said assigpments shall be made and granted 
under the hands of the said trustees, or any seven or more 
of them, in form, or to the effect following \ that is to say 

^ £7 virtue of an Act of Parliament, madeip the forty-se- 

* venth year of tjie reign of King George the Third, intituled, 

* [here insert the title efthis act']^ We of the tms- 
^ tees of tlie said harbour, in considciration of ^e sum of 
^ advanced and paid to ^s by A.B.oi 

* do hereby sell, assign, and make over to the said A. B. 
f his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, the afore- 
f said harbour, docks, and other works erected pui'suaot 

* thereto, and all and sundry the r^tes and duties payable to 

f us by virtue of the said act, and :<all our ngt^t, title, aod / 
^ interf^st of, in, and to the same, to be held by the i^4 
^ A* B» and his foresaids, until the said sum of 
'I with. the legal intercbt thereof, shall be fully satisfied and 
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4 paid. In witness whereof we, the undersigned trostees, 
f have subscribed these presents at the 

f day of befoBB these witnesses*^ 

And all persons to whom such assignments shall be made, 
shall be equally entitled, one with the other, to their pro- 
portion of the said rates and duties, according' to their res- 
pective sums, in such assignments mentioned to be advanced, 
without any preference by reason of priority of any such as- 
signments, or on any other account ; and a copy of every 
$uch assignment shall^ within twenty-one days from the date 
thereof, be entered in a book to be kept by the clerk to the 
said trustees^ which book shall and may i)e perused at aU 
seasonable times by any of the trustees or creditors of the 
said harbour, docks, and basons^ and any other persons in«» 
terested therein, without fee pr reward \ and the person or 
persons to whopi any such assignment shall be made as 
aforesaid^ or who shall be entitled to the money due thereon^ 
shall and may, from time to time, transfer his, her, or their 
ri^ht or interest therein tp any person o.r persons, by a 
writing under his, her, or ^heir h^ds^^ in the fonn or to the 
effect following : 

^ ly A. B. of in consideration of the sum 

♦ of paid by C, D. of da 
^ hereby, transfer the assignment made by the trustees of the 
^ h^boor of Peterhead to bearing date the^ 
^ day of fop securing the suitt 
^ of and all iaterest npw due and to become 
^ due thereon, and all my right and property therein to the 
^ said C Z). his heirs, executors, administrators, and as- 
^ signs* In fitness whereof I subscribe these presents at 

* the day of 

And such transfer may be indorsed upon the principal as- 
^igmm^t, or on a paper apart^ and the person to whom 



^mh tm&ifer dmH l« made, nmy make aaethcreiich tcaniftr 
thereof, and so often as such aasigiinieiit ia meaat to be tFana« 
fehxd ; and every aueh transfer shall, within thirty dayi 
aft^ the dfkte ther^ be produced to the Qlerk of the aai4 
trustei^ who shaU eater the same in like manner »s the; 
origina} ^sfugumeut, in the book to be kept by him for that 
poq^et and every auch entry made of snxih transfer shall 
iVom thenceforth entitle such assignee or a^aignee^^ his, h^^ 
q^ their execi)tQra^ administrators, and assiips,^ to the fnU 
bepefit of the original as^gnment ; and it shall not froni 
theivi?^f<irth he in th^ power of any person or persons whc^ 
shall have pa^de any such transfer, to make vgid^ release^ 
Qj^ discharge thiQ SfVne, or any raopey thereby duc^ ^v WJ 
part thereof* 

For licensing and reacting F4ots. 

And I^e it therefore further enacted, that it shall be lawfat 
to apd for the said trustees, and they are hereby anthorized 
and empowered to license, limit, regulate, ^nd appoint proper 
per^OQs for piloting all ships and vessels coming into and 
going out of the said harbour of Peterhead, and that all 
ahips, barks, lighters, boats, or other vessels, which shall 
be laid by aj? unfit for sea service, or neglected by the 
owner, shall not be permitted to be and remain in any of* 
the docks, piers, or quays, erected, or to be ?reet^, within 
the sa,id harbour of Peterhead, so as to encumber the same;* 
But that in every such case, it shall and may be lawful to' 
and for the said trastees, or any person or persons whom' 
Acy shall authorize for that purpose, imraediatiely to cause' 
such ship, bark, lighter, boat, or other vessel, so unscf-' 
Viccabte or neglected, to be, at the expence df the owner' 
or owners of the sanie, renioved from the said docks,^ quays, 

a«d p^f9%^ m!f qC tl^eni, %nd to ky th^ said ship at et^ 
^iHm^.oj^ aitjr f»it «if tbt stfajid oj! se<» tii9Sifif wiidm..^ 



/ 



Iiq|[fawafar wksA^ or an j otbeir ptece of aafetjf wjitboiMr tboi 
said ksrb«aje,.aad there to moor^iicb shipemtbor v^fis/^si 
iai that before demaoj of psjufteot is mad^ by the said %fVi^ 
tces^ or the pecsoo autborited hy tbet% 98 aforeaaidi fsooa 
tbe oirsftr or owners, master^ or slants of such ship^ ba^lsy 
or «lfaer vesseiy as aforcs^aid, sueb ehargea and e:^peii€e9 
dbadl be first stQu aad allowed bj tbe s^id Bfdfiie pf Pet0r«« 
bnad fBc tbe time betiig $ lod that in casei of refu&al 0V lie^ 
gleet of payment of such cbaii^gea aad expeiiees, alia^ti m 
sfbresaidy for tbe space of three day^ ifter deiD^d shM bcr 
naflfey theo aiod in everj sueb cai^^ ilt shall and mkj be Uw*^ 
hi. to and for the aaid trustees^ Or tbe persoa ^o a^tboHzedl^ 
as afiENresaad, to levy saeb expene^s by distress and sale of 
suefa ship^ bark, lighter, boat, or other vessel^ oir Sfnf of 
Iter tackle^ apparel^ or furaitare, or any part thereof, ren-* 
dorian tbe ovORrpliis (if aoy Ke^ after deduetiag the ehl»rge df 
tjiddog,. kfiiepbig, ior safe of such djistress) to the owa^ <np 
o^aeffy naslesy fiactosv or a§eat of ^acb ship, ba^k^ Ij^ter^ 
bdofty or vdB9et> wlKaevar the satae dbaU- be deaiacided^ 

Goods' not to remain above a certain time on the ^uays. 

And be it also enact^d^ that it shall not be lawful to, and 
in t^ power of apy person or persons^ who shall have landed 
or caused to be landed, and laid any goods or merchandize^ 
timber, wood of any kind, masts, yards, pumps, boats, an- 
chors, cables, casks, guns, baUust, paving or other stones, 
iniie3taa«$v Ibme,^ chaik, slates, dung or manure, 6b ipiy 
odier tfaisg ((ffitbet tkaa materials for the aeoessaty r^air ei 
the docka, pisfs, dnd quays,, bdfoie-iaentionedv oi^ for idu 
«ediiMte ug» ia sbippii^) upoa any of the docks, pi^rs,^ aoit 
^ttay s, or laadiB^ ^seees^ wuthin the s^ harbour,- otf on akiy 
of the adjaqent 9treets<]aid avenues leading to tbe saiddock^i 
pievs^ abd^uays, or any of them^ to comfiuue or permitr tho 
§»xmy oc aajr past tihsBfiof^ ta rttaain and Ik^tbeston foraa^ 
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« 

hMiger time tbaa forty-eight hoars ;. and that in sH 
where the said goods, or others aforesaid, shall have so con^ 
tianed b^oad the space of forty-eight hours^ it shall and 
itaay be lawfhl to and for the said trustees, or any person or 
persons authorized and appointed by them, as aforesaid, to 
remove, or eanse to be removed, all such goods and other 
things as shall be found lying, continuing, and being on the 
said docks, quays, and piers, and other places, above thc^ 
said limited time, to some place or places of safety, and 
therein to detain and keep the same till payment of the 
charges of such removal and detention, and of such consi- 
deration besides, to the said person or persons authorized as 
aforesaid, for their trouble in and about the same, as the 
said Bailtie of Peterhead shall think reasonable ; and if such 
charges and eipences shall not be paid within the space of 
three days after demand made thereof by the said person or 
persons, authorized as aforesaid by the said trustees, then 
and in that case they are hereby authorized .and required to 
levy the same by distress and sale of the said goods and chat* 
tels so respectively secured, and to render the overplus (if 
any be) to the owner or owners of such goods, merchandize, 
and others aforesaid, (the charges of taking, keeping, and 
making the sale, being deducted and allowed) whenever the 
same shall be demanded. 

lor providing Warehouses* 

And be It farther enacted, that the said trustees shall and 
may, and they are hereby authorized and empowered, out 
of any of the rates and duties aforesaid, to rent or hire, by 
the year or otherwise, any convenient warehouse, yard, or 
other place, for the receiving, and safe keeping, or^lodgbg 
of such goods and other things, so to be removed from oflT 
the quays, and other places, as aforesaid, or to inclose, 
erect^ or build any such yard, warehouse, or other building. 
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on their own ground, or on ground to.be piirehased bj 
them, as to them shall seem iQost meet and fitting* 

^ r 

Gunpowder^ S^c. not to be left on the Quays^ 

And be it further enacted, that no gunpowder, tar^ pitcii^ 
rosin, hemp, flax, faggots, furze, brandy^ or otherispirituous 
\ liquors, turpentine, oil, hay, straw, tallow, grease, shavings 
of wood, pr other such combustible things, shall be stifiered 
to be and remain on the docks, quays, and piers, aforesaid, 
already constructed, or hereafter to be constructed, within 
the said harbour of Peterhead, or in any part thereof, or 
upon the deck of any ship or vessel in the said docks, piers^ 
and quays, lying in the harbour aforesaid, for above the space 
of twenty-four hours after passing the custom-house oflicers ) 
and that in case such goods and things cannot conveniently 
be removed or got off from such docks, quays, place oi^ 
places, by daylight, that then dnd in every such case the 
owners of such goods and things shall be obliged, and are 
hereby required to set and maintain, at their own expence^ 
a sufficient number of careful, discreet, and sober persons 
to guard and watch over the same, for such and so many 
hours, according to the season of the year, as the said tsus- 
tees, or the person or persons authorised as afoi'esaid^ shall! 
signify and appoint ; and in case the owner or owners of 
such goods and other things, or the master or mast^ of 
such ships, barks, or other vessels, shall make default 
herein, every such owner or owners, master or mate, shdit 
forfeit and pay, for eveiy such offence, a sum no^ exceeding 
ten pounds sterling* 

For removing Vessebi 

And be it also enacted, that the said trustees,, or sucb , 

person or persons as they shall aiuthorize and appbint, shall 
and may, and he or ' they are hereby authorized and em^ 

s 
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powered) wlie& a&<V so often as be or they shall' jo^jg^neees. 
sary, to remove^ or cause to be pemoved, amy ship, vessel, 
barky lighter, or boat, lying in any of the enti-ances or pas- 
sages of the said harbour of Peterhead^ or at any dock^quay, 
pier, and breast, already built, or hereafter to be built, by 
virtue of this act, or in any other pait of the said harbour, 
from the birth or lying place at u^hich they shall respettively 
happen to be moored or stationed at the time, to any other 
birth Sr lying place, as he or they shall think proper ; and 
in case the master, mate, or any other person, having antf 
taking the command and charge of the said ship, vessel, bark, 
lighter, or boat, shall, after notice given him in wilting, or 
left in writing aboard the ship or vessel iht ended to be 
moved, twelve hours before the time of removal by the said 
trustees, or such person or persons as the said trustees shall 
appoint, neglect or refuse to remove, or cause t^^be re- 
moved, during tlie first high water or tide after such notice, 
such ship, vessel, bark, lighter, or boat, from her said birth, 
to such other birth or mooring places as ar© or shall be ap- 
pointed to them by the said trustees, or any person author- 
ized as aforesaid, that then the said trustees, or any person 
or persons they shall order or appoint, shall have power, 
and are hereby directed and empowei'ed, immediately after 
such notice, neglect, or refusal, to remove, or cause to be 
removed, such ship, vessel, bark, lighter, or boat, lying as 
aforesaid, from the then present birth or mooring place, to 
such other birth or mooring place, as the said trustees, or 
any person or persons authorized as aforesaid, shall judge 
proper, ai^d that the masters, commanders, owners, and con- 
signees, of such ship, vessel,' hark, Ughter, and boat, so to 
be removed, shall respectively pay to the said trustees all 
' sock costs and charges, as shall be reasonably expended in 
removing su^ ship, vessel, bark, lighter, or boat, to be re- 
covered, levied, and applied, in like manner as the for- 



feittnres swid penatUes imposed by tWs act ave iiercin-aftcr 
•ordered te be i^eeovered, levied, and applied ; and that every 
ma^er, commander, mate, or' other person, taking uponhim- 
9dl£ the command of any »hip, vessel, bark, liglrter, or boat^ 
ov the owhor, factor, consignee, or agent, or other person or 
persons whatsoever, vtho ^afl obstruct or hinder the xe- 
«iOTal of amy such ship, "ressel, bark, lighter, or boat, shall 
for ev^^y «uch offence fiMrfeit any sum not iMteeeding twenty 
po^Mb sterling. 

Preference to Skips in distress* 

And te it further enacted, that in case any ship or vessel 
^aH arrive and tjome into the said harbour of Peterhead in 
distress, or meet with any misfortune in the bay of Peter- 
head^ or in the harbour aforesaid, it shall and may be law- 
fnl to and for the Baillie of the said town of Peteriiead, upon 
req[uest made to faim in writings by the master, commander, 
or owoer of any such ship or vessel, or oivQer of any goods 
on board -such ship or vessel, and npon proof being made 
before him of such distress, to give a preference to such ship 
or vessel being in distress, as aforesaid, both as to the births 
at tlie docks, piers, and quays, and as to the course of dis- 
charging, to tiny other ship or vessel that shall have arrived 
before tn the harbour aforesaid, and that e\'ery mai^ter or 
commander of any ship or vessel lying within the harbour of 
Peterhead, who shall refuse or delay to comply with the 
order of the said Baillie, in favour of the ship or vessel in 
distress, as aforesaid, shall forfeit any sujn not exceeding 
twenty pounds sterling, to be levied and applied in manner 
herein-after directed. 

Ballusi not to he thrown mto the Harbour *^ 

And be it further enacted, that from and after the first 
day of September, one thousand eight hundred and aeven^ it 
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• 

shall not be lawful for any person or persons to throw or 
empty any ballast,^ dirt, ashes, or rubbish, shingle, stones^ or 
other things, into the said harbour, or to dig and take auray 
any ballast, shin^e, stones, or other things, from within the 
same, to ihe hurt or prejudice of the said harbour, or of the 
works erected, or to be erected, for the security and ac- 
/DomixKMlation of the same, or to do any other act or deed to 
prejudice or anaoy the same, or any part thereof, under the 
penalty of any sum not exceeding forty shillings sterling fpr 
gvery such offence^ 

BaUast to be carried away^ 

And be it further enacted, that such person or persons 
^ho shall or may hereafter have occasion to throw or cast 
out any ballast from out of any ship or other vessel, upon 
any dock, quay, pier, or breast, or gthor place in Qr about 
the said docks, quays, piers, or breasts, or other w.orks 
made or to be made,, as before-mentioned, belonging to the 
said harbour, shall not suffer the same to be and remain on 
the said docks, quays, piers, breasts, or other places, but 
shall immediately after cart and carry away the same, or 
cause the same to be carted and carried away, tp such place 
or places as the said trustees shall for such purpose .provide 
and appoint, on pain of forfeiting for every such offence any 
sum not exceeding forty shillings sterling. 

Masters answerable for damages done by their Crews. 

And be it enacted, that the master or owner of every 
ship, bark, lighter, boat, or other vessel, lying or trading in 
the harbour of Peterhead, shall be, and is hereby made 
answerable to the said trustees for the amount or value of 
any damage or michief that shall be done by any of the ser- 
vants, boatmen, bargemen, or watermen, on board the same, 
\.o pxij of the docks, quays, piers, breasts, or other worjiisi 
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. already constraoted, or that shall be constructed by virtue 
of this act, with full costs of suit, and that such damages 
and costs shall be sued for and recovered^ in manner hereio* 
after directed. 

Recovery of Penalties. 

And be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the 
said trustees, or any collector to be appointed by them for 
receiving any part of the rates and duties granted by thia 
act, to prosecute and recover the several fines, penalties, 
forfeitures, damages, and costs of suit, by this present act 
imposed, by action, bill, plaint, or information, within six 
months after such offence is committed, before the said 
Baillie of Peterhead, or any other judge competent for civil 
actions, within whose jurisdiction thie offender or offenders 
shall reside, or be apprehended, and that the said Baillie 
or other judges aforesaid shall, and are hereby empowered 
and required to proceed to the trial of such offences in a 
summary way, and upon conviction o( the offender or of- 
fenders, by their own confession, or by the oath of one or 
more credible witness or witnesses, to award and give such 
orders, judgment, and decrees, as to them shall seem most 
agreeable to the true intent and meaning of this act ; and 
that in default of payment of the several fines, penalties, for* 
feitures, damages, and costs of suit, herein-before enact^, 
* which shall be awarded and ordered by the said Baillie, or 
other judges aforesaid, the person or persons who shaU be 
convicted of any of the offences before-described, shall and 
may be sent by them to the prison, or house of correction, 
nearest to the place where the offender or offenders shall be 
apprehended, and there to be kept to hard labour, for such 
time, 'lot exceeding six months, as such magistrates shall 
direct ; and that the whole fines, penalties, and forfeitures 
^foresaid, which sh^Il be recovered by the said trustees, or 



143 AffSlTDIX. 

tiieur oollectors, as aforessdd, after dedoetioii of the 
8Siy charges of recovering the same, dhaU be applied fiir aJMl 
towanls the biiilding, makiDg, erecttag, nmntainii^, £uad 
repairiDg^ and keeping in repair, the work or works afore- 
said, and. to no other use or purpose whatsoever. 

Power io mitigate Penalties. 

Provided always, that it shsdland may be lawful to and 
for the said BaiUie and other judges aforesaid^ or any of 
them, by whom such judgment, sentence, or determinatioo, 
shall be given, pronounced, or made, from time to time, 
wjif^re they see cause, to mitigate, compound, or lessen any 
of the penalties or forfeitures aforesaid, as he or they, in. 
his or their discretion shall think fit, so as such mitif^tion 
or composition do not extend to remit above c>ne moiety of 
the penalty infiicted aaid directed to be levied by this act ; 
and that every such mitigation or composition shall be a 
sufficient discharge for the persons offending respectively, 
for so much of the said penalties aad forfdltures .as shall be 
BO mitigated^ lessened, or remitted* 

Purmkmg persom destrcfftng the Works. 

And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons 
whatsoever shall, after the passing of this act, malicioosfly, 
wilfully, or wantonjy demolish, bi'eak down, destroy, or 
set on fire, any of the docks, jetties, piers, quays, breasts, 
or other works, constructed, or to be constructed, in or be- 
longing to the said harbour of Peterhead, every such person 
or persons so offending shall be adjudged guilty of felony, 
and the court or courts by and before whom such person or 
* persons shall be indicted and tried, shall and have hereby 
power and authority to transport such felon or felons, for 
the space of seven years, in like manner as, other felons are 
directed to be transported by the laws and statutes of this 
realm. 
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AffpoinfynefU of Pilots. 

* 

And^ be it fdrtber enacted, th^t it shall aii4 mst^ be law^ 
fttl to and* for the said" trustees, from tiiH» to tiote, to li* 
cende, limit, regulate, and a|irpoint prop^ persons for pilotu- 
ibg ships aud vessels, coming into aad^goiDgout of the saiA 
liaai'bonr of Peterhead, and to^compd ail^petsons pro&^iig 
the occupation of pilots, to attend aicid pilot all ressda coming 
into and' using the said harbour, and to displace such plottf^ 
at their pleasure^ and that suc|i pilots shall and may take 
and receive such rates as the said trustees fihail limit and ap- 
point, not exceeding the rates following ; thait is to saiys^ 

« 

For a boat with four men piloting out and in a vessel not ex- 
ceeding j&fty tons burden, eight shillings : 

For a vessel not exceeding one hundred tons, ten shillings : 

For a vessel not exceeding one hundred and fifty tons, fifteea 
shillings : , 

lor a vessel not exceeding two hundred tons, twenty shil- 
lings : 

For a vessel not exceeding, three hundred tons, one pound 
ten shillings : 

For a vessel not exceeding foux hundred tons, two pounds : 

And so in proportion for larger vessels. 

Power to make Bye Ltows. 

And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful 
to and for the said trustees, at any time or times hereafter, 
in general m^eti^ug assembled, to make, ordain^ and establish 
sttch orderisi, rules, and bye-laws, for the better deepening, 
cleansing, and keeping in repair, the said harbour of Peter- 
bead, and piloting of the ships and other vessels going out 
and coming into the said harbour, and for the better regu- 
lating, governing, and managing the docks, piers, quays, and 
jetties^ and evcxy other the works erected and to be erected^ 
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aiade or set up in the harbour aforesaid, and for the better 
executing the other purposes of this act ; and also from time 
to time, as occasion may require, to jepeal, add to, amend, 
or alter, such rules, orders, and bje-laws, as to them shall 
. seem most fitting and requisite, and to fix -and appoint rea- 
sonable pecuniary penalties, not exceeding forty shillings 
sterling, for the non^obserrance, or other breach of all or 
any such rules or bye*laws, or any part of them, to be re- 
covered and applied in such, manner as the fines and penalties 
imposed by this act are ordered to be lecovered, levied, and 
applied ; provided always, that such rules, regulations, and 
bye-laws, and the fines and penalties for the breach or non- 
performance thereof, as the same shaU from time to time be 
made, altered, or varied, shall not be repugnant to the law 
of Scotland^ or to the provisions in this act contained ; and 
shall not be of any force or effect until they be submitted to 
the consideration of, and be approved by the Sheriff Depute 
or Sheriff Substitute of the County of Aberdeen j and the said 
trustees shall cause the said rules, orders, and bye-laws, toge- 
ther with the approbatioiOtliereor by the said SheriffDepute 
or Sheriff Substitute, to be printed and distributed, andhnng 
up at the most conspicuous places within* the harbour of 
Peterhead, and to pay the expence and chj^rge thereof out 
of the rates and duties aforesaid, which rules, orders, and 
. bye-laws shall be subject to appeal, in manner herein-after 
mentioned. 

Tmstees may take materials^ &;c. 

And be it further enacted, that the said trustees, 6r such 
pejTSon or persons as they shall appoint, may dig, gather^ 
quarry, take, and carry away, any gravel, stones, or such 
other like materials, for the purposes of this act, out of any 
grounds where the same may be found, within five miles from 
the said town, (such materials or stone not having been dug. 
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qnamed, or rkised^ for the private lise of the proprietor of 

sach groiuids), and to open accesses for carrying off the said 

materials and stones; such accesses, and the places front 

tvfaence the said materials and stones shall be proposed to h6 

taken^ being first marked out by any three or more df th^ 

trustees, after notice in writing given by them,^ or intimal 

tion before two witnesses, or by some person by their order, 

to^ the proprietor of such grounds, or his or her factor, and 

lo the occupier thereof, three weeks previous to marking 

oiit the same; the trustees making reasonable satisfaction, 

if demanded^ to the owners and occupi^:^ of siich grounds 

respectively from which the materials or stones shall hb 

taken, or over which the same may be carried^ for the da- 

' mages to be done thereby, and for the value of such mate* 

rials or stones ; but if such proprietor, factor, or occupier^ 

shall not be satisfied with the compensation offered by th^ 

said trustees, the same shall be ascertained by a jury in man« 

fier herein-after mentioned; 

Notice to be given befork materials taken. 

Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted^ that it 
^hall not be lawful for any surveyor^ Or any other person or 
})ersdnSj under the authority of this act^ to dig^ gather,^ 
quarry, and ca^ry away^ materials for the purposes of this 
act, from any inclosed lands or grounds, until either the 
consent of the proprietor is obtained, or notice in writing 
. shall have been given to the occupier of the premises from 
which such materials are intended to be taken, or left fOr 
such occupier at his usiial place of resideiice, to appear be- 
fore two Justices of the Peace acting for the county within 
which the materials are, to shew cause why such jfuaterials. 
should not be had from such lands or grounds ; and in case 
fiuch occupier shall attend, pursuant to such notice, such 
Justices shail^if thej^ think proper^ authorise such survey orv 
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or odier persona, to dig^ gather, qaarry, tatce, and cairrf 
awsj snch materiais^ at saoh tt«ie or times as to audi Jos* 
tices shall aeem pn^r ; and if sadi occn^r sliatt neglect 
or xcf aae to appear, hj Iiimaelf or afpeat, auch Justices shall 
and maj aaake sadi order therein as thejr shall think fit, ts 
tnHy aad oflrectuaUy, to all intents and paqMsos, as if audi 
oocnper, or Ins agent, kad ;ittettded. 

SJieriffto mmmon a jury ^ to Jix value of lands and houses i 
and to adjudge payment o^ the sum awarded hy the jury • 

Afld ha ft further enacted^ that if the said thwtees iSkaiSL 
jK>t come to an agreement with the owner or owners, and 
oocv^er or occapters of the grounds, &om which^the said 
atones, gravel, or other materials, shall be taken, fiu* the 
Tahe thereoj^ or oYer which the same shall he carried, for 
the damages to be done thenebj', s^iplioation afaalt tie made 
to ffae Sheriff Depot* of the county of Abcr&en, or his 
Substitute, to summon a jury, in order to i«lue the stones, 
gravel, or other materials, and the loss or damage ensuing 
from the carriage or removal thereof; and the said Sheriflf 
Xkepute, or his Snb&titnte, is hereby enspowei^ed and re- 
quired, upon application, to order notice tiieri»)f to be given 
to the owner or owners, occupier or oecapiers, of fflxch 
grounds, and afteanvardd to issue a sumBToas, in the nsnal 
manner, for calling together and impanneUing a jnry, con- 
sisting oi filte^i persons in number, to exaaune into, and 
after such examination, to return a verdtcft upon oath, as to 
the valae of such stones, gravel, or other materisis, and the 
damage sustained by the pix^rietors of such tgroaads, as 
aforesaid; and after a Terdict is prononnced, at aforesaid, 
the said Sheriff jDqmte, or his Snbstitnte, ii^ hereby re- 
quired to adjudge payment of the value of such stones, gravel, 
or materials, and the amennt of the loks or damage thereby 
awarded, to the persons having ft oaght thereto^ and upon 



pajment being maiAe by ibe sidd trustees^ out of the ponejr 
raised by virtue of this act, of the sum awarded to the party 
or parties interested, or coasignation of the said sum in a4y 
of the public banks of Scotland, the said trustees sKall> from 
thenceforth, have right to take and use such stones, gravel, 
or materials, and convey the same over such grounds ; And 
the said proceedings and orders of the Sheriff Depute, or his 
Substitnte, shall be fiaal and conclusive^ without being sub* 
ject to review, advocation^ AuspeaoisioD, or otherwise how* 
soever. 

JErpences of the jproceedings haw to be paid. 

« 

Provided always^ and be tt enacted, that in the event that 
such jury shall awaxd a greater compensation than the trus^ 
teesshali have offered, but less than the owner or owners^ 
occnpier or occupiers, shall have required^ the e:|^peuce of 
the proceedings A$l\ be defrayed and borne by the said trus* 
tees, and the said owner or owners, oeeuper or occupiers, 
equally ; but in ^ase the said jury shall awmnd to s^ch owneiP 
or owners, occupier imt occupiers, the sum so required, or 
any greatear suai, the whole of the said eapence shaU be ffiii 
by the said trustees ; and, on the other hzad, if the jorjf 
shall award the sum oflSsred> fay the sedd trustees^ or ^ less 
sum^ the whole of the said expoice shsU b^ p^d by the 
owner or owners, occ^^ier or occupiers : provided i^ways, 
that in ail cases where* any person or persons shall, by ressoft 
of absence, be prevented from treating with the said trustees, 
such costs and expences diali be borne and paid by the SMd 
trustees : provided also, that after having ofiexed to th« 
proprietor er proprietors, occupier or occupiers, of 9mf 
^ouuds, such sum as the said trustees shaU think reasoje^ 
able, it shall and may be l9.w&d^ for them to enter into aii<l 
upon such grounds, £or the purposes of this act ; and no stop 
shall, in the mean time, be put to the operation of the 0eid 
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trustees, oni pretence of settling the damage, or that they 
have not been satisfied and paid. 

Jtcrinvesttn^ Purchase MonieSftf amounting to Ttffo Huriy 

dred Pounds. 

And be it further enacted, that if any moQoy shall be 
^reed, or awarded to be paid for any grounds taken or used 
by virtue of the powers of this act, for the purposes thereof, 
which are held under entail, or are subject to liferents, an- 
nuities, or other incumbrances, or shall belopg to any cor- 
poration, married woman, infant, lunatic, or person or per- 
sons under disability or incapacity ; such money shall, ih 
case the same shall amount to th^ sum of two hundred ppnnds, 
under the direction, and by the s^uthority of the Court of 
Session, be with all convenient speed paid into the Bank of 
Scotland, or Royal Bank of Scotland, to the intent that 
such money shall be applied under the direction, and with 
the approbation of the said Court, to be signified by an or- 
der made, upon a petition, to be preferred in a summary 
way, by the person or per^ns who would have been entitled 
to the rents ^md profits of the said grounds, in the purchase 
or redemption of the land tax, or discharge of any debt or 
debts, or such other incumbrance, or parts thereof, as tho 
said Court shall authorize to be paid, affecting the same 
grounds, or afiecting other grounds standipg settled there*i 
with, to the same or like uses, intents, or purposes ; or 
where such money shall not be so applied, the^ the same 
shall be laid out and invested, under the like direction and 
approbation of the said Court, in the purchase of other lands, 
tenements, or heritages, which shall be conveyed and settle<| 
to, for, and upon such and the like uses, trusts, intents, and 
purposes, and in the same manner, as the grounds which shall 
be so taken or used, as aforesaid, stood settled or limited, or ' 
mch of them as at the time of making such conveyance and 
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fiettlement shall be existing, undetermined, and capable of 
t;idc^ig effect ; and, in the mean time, and ux^til sucn purchase 
'shall be made, the interest, or amiual produce of such money 
49hall, from time to time, be paid by order of the said Court, 
tp the person or persons who would, for the time being, haye 
been entitled to the rents and profits of the grounds froni 
which such stones, gravel, or other materials, shall be takeD| 
or to which such damage shall be done, in case such pur- 
chase or settlement were made. 

If less than Two Hundred^Pounds^ and exceeding Twenty 

Pounds* 

f 

Provided always, and be it further enacted, that if any 
money so agreed, or awarded to be paid for any grounds 
taken pr u^ed for the purposes aforesaid, and belonging to 
any corporation, or to any persons under disability or inca- 
pacity, as ja£presaid, shall be less than the sum of two hun- 
dred ppundjS, and shall exceed the sum of twenty pounds, 
then, and in all snch cases, the same shall, at the option o£ 
the person pr persons for the time being entitled to the rents 
and profits of the grounds so taken or used, or of his, her, 
or their tutors or curators, in case of infancy or lunacy^ to 
be signified in writing under their respective hands, under 
tbe like direction and authority, be paid into either of the said 
Banks, and be placed to his or their account, as aforesaid, 
in order to be applied in manner herein-before directed ; or 
pthenf ise the same shall be paid at the like option, to two 
trustees, tp be pominated by the person or persons making 
Siiich optipn, and approved of by two or more of the said 
trustees, (such nomination and approbation to b^ signified 
in writing, under the hands of the nominating and approving 
parties), in order that such pnncipal money, and the in-^ 
terest arising therepn, may be applied in any manner before 
directed, as far as the case may be applicable. 
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Prori Jed also, and be it farther enacted^ tbat where such 
money, 6o agreed or awarded to be paid^ as last before- 
mentioned, shall be less than twenty pounds, then, and in 
all such cases, the same shall be applied to the nse^ of the 
person or persons who would, for the time being, have been 
entitled to the rents and profits of the grounds so taken or 
used for the purposes of this act, in such manner as the said 
trustees, or any two or more of them, shall think fit ; or in 
caae of infancy or lunacy, then to his, her, or their tutors or 
curators, to and for the use and benefit of such person or 
persons so entitled thereto respectively. 

In 0080 ofno$ making oui title* 

And be it farther enacted, that in case the person or per- 
sons to whom any sum or sums of money shall be awarded as 
aforesaid, shall refnse to accept the same, or shall not be 
able to make a good title to the premises, to the satisfaction 
of the said trustees, or in case sach person or persms, to 
whom such sum or sums of money shall be so awarded, as 
aforesaid, cannot be found, or if the person or persons en- 
titled to such grounds be not known or discovered, th^i and 
in every such case it shall and may be lawful for the said 
trustees, to order that the said sum or sums of money, so 
awarded, as aforesaid, be paid into the Bank of Scotland, 
or Royal Bank of Scotland, to the credit of the parties in- 
terested in the said grounds, (describing them), subject to 
the order, controul, and disposition of the Court of Session, 
which said Court, on the application of any person or per- 
sons making claim to such sum or sums of money, or any 
part thereof, by petition, shall be, and is hereby empowered, 
in a soromary way of pix)cceding, or otherwise, as to the 
same court shall seem meet, to order distribution thereof, 
or payment of the dividends thereof, according to the res- 



pective esftate or estates, titib or interest of the person or 
peraoM maikiftg claim thereunto^ and to make Stich otlier 
onler in the premises as to the said Court i^all seem jnst and 
reasonaUe ; and die cashier or cashiers of the Sank of Scot- 
iand., or iRojai Bank of Scotland, who sdhall receive such 
saxa or sums of money, is and are hereby required to gt^ a 
receipt or receipts for sncfa sum or snms of money, men« 
tioning and specifying for what and for whose tiae the same 
is or ame received, to snch person or persons as shall pay any 
such sum or sums of money into the said Banks, as afore- 
said. * 

Where questions wise touching the title, 

r 

' And be it further ensu:ted, that ivhere any ijuesfibn shall 
arise toncknig &e title of any person to any money to be 
paid into the said Banks, xn porsnaace of thiB act, as a£xre« 
said, the person or persons, ivho shaH have been in posses- 
sion of such grounds, at the time of snch purchase, and all 
persons claiming under such person or persons, or mider the 
possession of such person or persons, shall be deemed and, 
taken to have been lawfully entitled to such grounds, ac- 
cording to such possession, until the contrary shall be shewn, 
to the satisfaction of the said Court of Session ; and snch 
money, and the interest thereof, shall be paid, allied, and 
disposed of accordingly, unless it shall be made i^pear to 
the said Court, that such possessioa was a wrcrngfal posses- 
ion, and that some other person or persons was or were law* 
&ily entitled to such grounds, or to ^some estate or interest 
therein. ^ ' . 

Expences in case of disabilittf. • 

Provided always, and be it further enacted, that where, 
by reason of any disability or incapacity of the p^son <ir 
persons, or corporation entitled to any snch grounds, as 
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ftforessdd^ the purcbase monej for the same shall be reqiiiiei 
to be paicf into the said Bank, and to be applied hi the pur- 
chase of other grounds^ to be settled to the like uses, in ptu*- 
suaoce of this act^ it shall be lawful for the said Court, to 
order the expences of all purchases, from time to time, to be 
made in pursuance of this act, or so much of such expences 
as the Court shall deem reasonable, together with the neces- 
sary costs and charges of obtaining such order, to be paid 
by the said trustees^ who shall, from time to time, pay such 
sum or sums of money, for such purposes, as the said Court 
shall direct. 

Appeal. 

Provided always, and be it further enacted, that if any 
person or persons shall think himself, herself, or themselves 
aggrieved by any decisions of the said trustees, or of the 
said Baillie, or by any bye-laws to be made in pursuance of 
this act, it shall be competent to such person or pei^ons, to 
apply for redress, by way of petition or appeal there&om^ 
to the Sheriff Depute or Sheriff Substitute of the shire of 
Aberdeen : provided always, that all appeals or applications 
for redress shall be entered within eight days after the deci-» 
sion of the said trustees, or of the said Baillie, complained 
of, shall have been given, and not afterwards ; and that 
such security for the payment of costs shall have been given 
by the parties applying for redress, as the said Sheriff De-^ 
pute or Sheriff Substitute shall order and direct ; and the 
said Sheriff Depute or Sheriff Substitute shall decide upon 
all such appeals or applications summarily, without being 
obliged to observe or abide by the ordinary forms of Court ; 
and the decision of the said Sheriff Depute or Sheftff Sub- 
stitute in all such cases is hereby declared to be final, and 
not subject to the review of any superior Court, by advoca^ 
tionor suspension, or challengeable by process of reduction. 



Act not to abridge rights: 

Provided always, and be it enacted^ that nothing in this 
act contained shall extend or be construed to extend, to take 
awaj, alter^ or abridge, lessen, change, or intrude upon, anj 
rights, jurisdiction, power^ or authority, of the Baillie and 
public managers of Peterhead,, and community thereof, in 
and about or concerning the said harbour of Peterhead, or 
the piers, quays^ and other works, built, or to be built, as 
aforesaid^ nor to take away, abridge, lessen, or intrude 
upon, the private rights, privileges, and property of any 
person or persons whomsoever, but that th^ same shall re- 
main as entire and efiectual, to all intents and purposes, as 
if this present act had not been made ; and also saving and 
reserving to the said Baillie and public managers, and other 
person or persons, all their legal rights and interests in the 
premises aforesaid* 

Act la be pleaded* 

And be it further enacted^ that in case any suit or actiofil' 
shiQl be commenced against the said trustees, or the said 
Saillie and public managers, or their success6rs, or an/ 
other person or persons, for any thing done in pursuance of 
this act, the defendant or defendants, in such suit or aetion, 
may product this act, and plead that the said tlRngs were 
done in pursuance, and by the authority of this act, ind if 
It shall appear so to be done^ that then the "defendant or de- 
fendants shall be absolved from every silcfa suit, action, or 
actions, and shall have treble costs and expences in the de- 
fence th^of, awarded to them fi oxti and against the prbs^- 
cu{pr or wosecutois of the sa:me. 

Public Actm 

And be it further enacted, that this act shall be deemed 
and taken to be a public act, and shall be judicially taken 
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notice of as sueh bj aU judges, justices, and others, without 
being specially ||ieaded. 

Commmcemenik mid cmnHmumo^ ^f the «€#. 

And be it enacted, tliat this aet, and all the powers and 
authorities of the same, and the sates and duties thereby 
granted, shall commence and take place from and after tbe 
jEurst day of September, one thousand eight hundred and 
seven, and shall continue for the space of twenty-one years, 
and from thence to the end of the then next session of Par- 
liament. 
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BYE-LAWS AND REGULATIONS, 

of Peterhead, and the other Trusteeey wukr an Act ^ 
Parliament^ parsed in the VHih yeHr of the reign of hi$ 
present Mafesty^ King Geo* III. ihtittiUd ** An Actf^ 
^ deepening^ etdargingf fftaintaimng, and improving) the 
** harbour of Peterhead, m the €ounty of Aberdeen,^* 
hy virtue of the po&er$ thereinf vested m them^ artd hg 
xmthor^ of the Hon. tJte Sheriff 4f Aberdeenshire^ and 
^sanctioned inf him in tetms of stdd Act^ fir the better 
and more effectwd regulating the birthing of ships and 
tessels Ufithin the harbour tf the said towij and other 
purposes aftermentimed. 

L Any v€66el craiiiig into tbe harbour, and beii:^ mdiiA 
SO fathoms of the quayd, or piers, for ii» paipose of un*. 
io^iog, abd hlivki^ a rope &om her first ashore, is to hxve 
a preferable title to a birth before any other vessd that may 
430m6 iiiihe same tide* 

II. Any vessd having 4^n lH>aid a cargo^ whioh cannot 
be anloaded over another vessel^ bnt must for that purpose 
lie close to the quay^ is. to be first pteSetred to a birth ( and 
in case of more than one vessel mtfa suoh a c^xgo^ the ves*- 
sel whose tope is first ashore shall basre the preference, sar^ 
ing the privilege of ^ressels in distress, in terms ^the not of 
parliament. 

III. In the event of any Tessel or vessels i^cMoing into the 
harbour wfth a cargo, requiting an insUe birth, fe* unload- 
ing, and that no such hurth is vacant^ then the birtb-4naat« 
is to accommodate such vessels, by removing from the quay 
any other* ship^ one or more, who have such caigoes on 
board, as may be unloaded over another vessel; and vessels' 
lyii:ig upon an outside birth shall be obliged to heel off, so as 
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p) prevent damage to tj^ose lying within them ; otherwise the 
masters and owners are to be liable and obliged to repair such 
jdamage as the inside vessel shall happen to sustain by thei^ 
peglect of so doing, 

IV . Any 0iaster of a yessd, who shaD, after being de- 
sired by the birth-n^istery refuse to remove fnnn his birth, 
for accommodating another vessel which has a preferable 
title, as above-meatione^, shall forfeit and pay a penalty of 
forty shillings sterling, for each transg^ssion. 

V. No pitchy tar, or turpentine, shall, at any time, be 
boiled on bo^d of any vessel, withp the said harbour, unfler 
the penalty of two pounds sterling, to be paid for each traps- 
gressjop ; and all ^res on board said ships i^hall be put put 
by eight o'clock at night, under a like penalty. 

VI. All wrecks of ships or vessels that may happen to be 
sunk, likewise timber, and all other obstructions that may 
occur within the flood-mark, or harbour, by accident, shall 
be immediately removed, and detained, by direction of the • 
birth-master, upon the expence of the owners. 

YII. No ballast shall be taken from any part of the har- 
bour, or neighbourhood thereof, without directions from the 
town's treasurer, under the penalty of forty shillings ster- 
ling, to be paid by the offender. 

VIII. Every person wilfully cutting, breaking. Or de- 
stroying, any rope, or other thing, by ^hich a ship or ves«* 
sd is moored or fastened within the harbour, 3hall, forevery> 
ofiencfe forfeit and pay a penalty of two pounds sterling, be-, 
sides damages ; but without prejudice always of the birth- 
master, his exercising the pow^s hereby, and by said act 
committed to him, to their fullest extent, in a reasonable 
manner. 

IX. As all shipmasters and others are to take their direc 
jtions, with respect to mooring and unmooring of vessels, 



APPENDIX. 157 

j&om the birth-master alone, 60 he is hereby fully empow- 
ered aad authorised to cut the ropes of any ship or vesael^ 
where his orders and directions shall not be immediately 
complied with, and obeyed ; and the transgressor, or trans- 
gressors, shall besides be liable in a penalty of forty shil- 
lings sterling. 

X. The masters or crew of all vessels having slipping 
bowsprits, shall be obliged to rig them in ; also all square- 
rigged ships or vessels, to top their lower yards, up and 
down, spritsail yards, fore and aft, and to have their jib- 
booms and anchors taken in, when desired by the birth-mas- 
ter, under the penalty of forty shillings sterling, to be paid . 
by the ofiender. 

XI. For the more convenient transporting of ships from 
one place to another, within the harbour, all ships^ vessels, 
lighters, and boats, shall be obliged to bear a-head or a-stem, 
^t any time before high-water, in such maimer as the birth- 
master shall direct, under the penalty of forty shillings ster- 
ling, to be forfeited and pa^d by the master^ owner, or of- 
fender. 

XII. Any person or persons refusing to obey the birth- 
master, or who shall insult or interrupt him in the exercise 
pf any part of his office, shall, for every such offence, for- 
feit and pay a penalty of one pound sterling. 

XIII. All ships bringing cargoes of lime into the har- 
bour, shall be birthed and unloaded only at such parts of 
the quays belonging to the said town, as the birth-master 
shall diiect, and at no other place. 

XIY. In case any difference shall arise during the night> 
with respect to the birthing of ships, or any other matter 
falling under the birth-master's cognizance, he shall imme- 
diately, when called upon, give his attendance, and dis-» 
charge his duty upon all such occasions. 
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XV. It 18 prorided, thftt the master or mate of every ves* 
eel within the harbour, shall attend on board dnHng tide^ 
time, in order to reeeire the birth-maater^d dUreetions ; eer^ 
tifying all anth who neglect to do so, that he shall, in aneli 
event, have fuH power to discharge his datf, ia tenos ofrthe 
foregoing regulations, in the same manner as if the maat^' 
or mate were on board, without being liable to any chal- 
lenge npon that acconnt ; excepting, always fluch ^pe or 
vessds as are, or may be laid np for any considerable time^ 
in which case the birth-master shall be obliged to give no*« 
tice to the master or mate of said vessel, before he remove 
the same. 

XYI. No ship, when empty, is to lie at an inside birth, 
Dpon the pretence of taking in a cargo, unless some part of 
their goods is upon the qnay, ready to be taken on boafd.--.M 
If or is any empty ship to be allowed to lie at any inliide birth 
upon pretence of taking in ballast, provided the birth in 
either case is wanted by a vessel having oecadkm for it. 

SITU. No stones, of any kind, are to be dtiessed upon the 
quay, for any purpose whatsoever, excepting for repairing 
or building the quays, under the penalty of twenty shilUngs 
for each transgression. 

XTIII. AH penalties, enacted by the foregoing bye4nw» 
and regulations, shall be exigible by the birth-master, from 
the masters or owners of the several vessels, where the trans- 
gressions have been committed, as well as from the actual 
offenders themselves ; and such penalties, when so oiacted 
and levied, shall be paid to the treasurer of the said town, 
^d accounted for by him for behoof of the shore and *har- 
hour. 

liASTlT. The trustees appoint the bitth-inaster always to 
have with him a copy of these bjre-laws and regulations, to 
be produced, if necessary, for the better Information o^ alF 
concerned; and they require and enjoin him to carry the 
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ivhole of them into strict execution^ with perseverance and 
rigour. (Signed), 

JSobert Robertsony Bohert Cordiner^ 

George Skelkm, George Arbuthnoty 

James Arbuthnoty JViliiam Scott^ jun^ 

Thomas Arbuthnofj John Htitcheson, 
Adam Arbuthnoty 

The forgoing bye-laws and r^uiations having been, in terms 
of the Act of Parliament therein-mentioned, submitted to 
the consideration of Alexander Dauney, Esq. L. Lu D. 
Sheriff Substitute of Aberdeenshire ; he, the said Sheriff, by 
an interlocutor, of date the twentieth day of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and eight years, which is hereby 
declared to be the diaj and date of these presents, approved 
and her^y approves of said bye-laws and regulations^ as the 
said interlocutor, duly subscribed by the said Sheriff, bears. 

Extracted hy (Signed) 

Wm. Thomson, Sh. Clk. Bep. 
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